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S the attention of the public ſeems at preſent 
to be conſiderably engaged on a ſubject, that 
is of the utmoſt concern and importance, to 
the cauſe of truth and religion ; I mean, whe- 
ther a review of our Liturgy, and a tranſlation 

of the Bible, be in itſelf reaſonable, neceſſary, and expe- 

dient to be done; and if it be, whether this is a proper and 
convenient ſeaſon to have it undertaken, or not ; and in 
regard ſeveral perſons have offered their ſentiments on both 
ſides the queſtion ; in hopes therefore of giving ſome light 
in this affair, and in order to clear up this matter to the 
ſatisfaction of all impartial and unprejudiced enquirers, who 
are deſirous of being influenced and governed by the reaſon 
and truth of things, that ſo they may form in their minds 
juſt notions of the points in controverſy, I apprehend it 
may be of ſome ſervice, to give a ſhort and conciſe hiſtory 
of the firit compiling the book of common prayer; of the 
many reviews and improvements that have been ſince made 
therein; as alſo of the various attempts, of many eminent 
perſons, in the higheſt ſtations, both of church and ſtate, 
who have endeavoured at. further alterations ſince the laſt 
review. For precedents are in general well eſteemed, eſ- 
pecially when founded on the reaſon of things, and not 
B pro- 


(2) 
productive of any Al conſequences : and tho? it is my hum- 
ble opinion, that a tranſlation of the bible 1s highly neceſ- 
fary and expedient, yet at this time I ſhall confine myſelf 
only to that of a review and amendment of our liturgy. 

I am fully apprized (and moſt ſincerely concerned at the 
fad truth) of the powerful influence, which prejudice has 
unfortunately made on the minds of ſome, who are per- 
haps well meaning people, againſt the defign I ſhall endea- 
vour to recommend; and this chiefly grounded on a very 
miſtaken notion, that all attempts of farther reformation in 
our church, proceeds from a tenderneſs to diſſenters, who 
they pretend will never be ſatisfied with any alterations that 
can be made. To me this ſeems to be a mere artifice, cal- 
culated on purpoſe to raife groundleſs jealouſies and ſur- 
mifes, amongſt the members of our own church ; as there' 
does not appear to be the leaſt foundation for ſuch ſuggeſ- 
tions, Becauſe, it is moſt apparently true, that if ever 
there were any juſt reaſons heretofore for reviewing our 
liturgy, and offices of divine worſhip, there are at this 
time, ſtronger and more convincing arguments to be urged, 
in faveur of that deſign,tho* we had not one diſſenter among 
us. It is for the ſake of our own members, for the greater 
purity of divine worſhip in our own church, that this ought 
to be attempted and accompliſhed, without the leaſt regard 
for them, And yet I can ſee no juſt reaſon, why any one 
ſhould oppoſe ſuch an excellent deſign, only becauſe dif- 
fenters may poſſibly like our Church the better, for hay- 
ing fuch things altered, as are allowed by the beſt judges 
to be amiſs. For let me afk, what might be ſaid of that man, 
who having an indifferent way to his houſe,” would readily 
repair and amend it, for his own conveniency, but is de- 
terred from doing it, becauſe, at the ſame time it ſerves 
him, it would be alſo more agreeable and commodious to 
his neighbours, who when altered and amended, may 
that way, inſtead of another not altogether ſo good? I ſay, 
ſhould we deem ſuch a perſon, either wiſe or good? The 
application is eaſy. But I ſhall now proceed in my fhort hiſ- 
tor y. . 

Before the reformation, the Liturgy was only in Latin; 
being a collection of prayers, miade up partly of ſome an- 
ctent forms uſed in the primitive Church, and partly of 
ſome others of a later original, accommodated to the ſuper- 
ſtitions, which had crept into the Rami Church, in the 
middle ages; theſe Latin ſervices were ſomething different 

from 
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From one another, according to the different nſages of Churches. 
They were compoſed by Oſmund Biſhop of Salisbury, about 
the year 1080, and were thought to be done with that 
exactneſs, that many of the Roman Churches abroad made 
ufe of them. Theſe Latin prayers being eſtabliſhed by the 
laws of the land, and the canons of the Church, no other 
could publicly be uſed ; ſo that the laity, who had not a 
learned education, could not with edification join in them : 
and beſides, they being mixed with addreſſes to the ſaints, 
adoration of the hoſt, images, &c. the worſhip was in itſelf 
idolatrous and prophane. p 

The reformation began in Germany about the = I530, 
and having ſpread its happy effects in England, 1» as to diſ- 
poſe a conſiderable part of the nation towards the ſame here; 
Archbiſhop Cranmer, who was at the head of that great 
deſign, endeavoured what he could to have the liturgical 
offices performed in the Exgliſb tongue, being reformed from 
the popiſh abyſes. But matters were not then ripe enough: 
however, he proceeded to do that gradzally, which he could 
not effect at once. For in the year 1536 the King's injunc- 
tions were ſet forth, when the bible, the pater- noſter, creed, 
and ten commandments were placed in Churches, and or- 
dered to be read in Engliſh. In 1545 the King's primer 
came out, containing the Lord's-prayer, creed, ten com- 
mandments, and the morning and evening prayers in Eng- 
ih, not much different from what it is in our preſent com- 
mon-prayer. | 

Some time after this the Litany was publiſhed in Englþ, 
different from what it is now, and permitted to be read on 
Wedneſdays and Fridays, which were all the alterations made 
in Henry VIIPs Reign. 

Soon after Edward VI. came to the crown, thirteen per- 
ſons were commiſſioned by the King, to draw up the commu» 
nion ſervice; which was done in purſuance of an act before 
paſſed in parliament, for receiving the communion in both 
kinds. The ſame perſons were commiſſioned to finiſh the 
whole book of common-prayer, and to draw up public ſer- 

| vices for Sundays and holidays, for baptiſms, burials, and 
other occaſions; which they did, And the whole book of 
common-prayer being finiſhed, it was confirmed by act of 
parliament in 2 Edward VI. ann. 1548, when this encomium 
was given of it, and the unanimous conſent of the com- 
miſſioners in drawing it up, viz. which at this time, by the 
aid of the Haly Gbeſt with * agreement, is of them 
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concluded, But notwithſtanding this divine charaQex 
of it, four years after, the ſame book was again reviewed; 
when ſome ceremonies were laid aſide, and ſeveral new 
prayers added, The common-prayer, as altered in this re- 
view, is near the ſame with what we now uſe. 
 Pepery being introduced again into England by Queen 
Mary on the death of Edward VI. and the maſs book uſed 
inſtead of the Engliſb liturgy ; upon the coming of Queen 
Elizabeth to the crown, conſultations were held by the 
Proteſtants about the court, in order to bring in again the 
Engliſh ſervice, when ſeveral learned divines were appointed, 
to make a review of the ſecond book of King Edward VI. 
which they did, and it was propoſed to the parliament to be 
eſtabliſhed. There were only ſome few alterations made 
therein; the moſt material were theſe; from the tyranny of* 
the biſhop of Rome and all his deteftable enemies, which was 
in the litany of King Edward VI. 's 1ſt and 2d book, was left 
out. (I think great pity it was, but this was done in hopes 
of not irritating the papiſts too much.) And the words, 
the body of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, which was given for thee ; 
and the blood of our Lord Feſus Chriſt which was ſhed for thee, 
were reſtored out of King EdwardVT's1ft book; only the lat- 
ter part of thoſe forms, being in King Edward V I's 2d book. 
In the firſt year of King James I. upon the complaint of 
the puritan miniſters againſt the ceremonies of the Church, 
and the ſervice-books, there was a conference held at 
Hampton- Court, before the King; wherein the objeQions 
of the Puritans were heard and anſwered, moſtly by the 
King himſelf, At the concluſion of this conference, the 
King gave a commiſſion (as he ſpeaks in his proclamation) 
under the great ſeal of England, to the Archbiſhop of Can- 
terbury, and others, according to the form which the laws 
of this rea m in like cafe preſcribed to be uſed, to make ex- 
Planations, and to cauſe the whole book of common-prayer 
with the fame explanations to be newly printed. Theſe ex- 
planations, as the proclamation callsthem, were the adding 
ſome new thankſgiving prayers at the end of the litany ; 
the lengthening the catechiſm with the queſtions and an- 
ſwers, concerning the ſacraments ; ſeveral times prięſt be- 
ing changed into miniſter. Alſo in the office of private bap- 
tiſm, ſome expreffions were exchanged for others. Theſe, 
with a few other matters, were the alterations made in that 
review. But it is queſtioned, ſays Dr. Nicholls, (from 
whom this account is taken) whether they were done by 
: COMm- 
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competent authority, after Queen Elizabeth's book was 
eſtabliſhed by act of parliament. The proclamation indeed, 
ſuppoſes this to be done, according to the form which the 
laws of this realm has preſcribed to be uſed, meaning, 
probably. the Stat. of 25 Henry VIII. wherein the King is 
declared juſtly, and rightfully to be the ſupreme governor of the 
Church of England; to have full power and authority from 
time to time to viſit, repreſs, redreſs, reform, order, correct, 
reſirain, and amend, all ſuch errors, &c. which by any man- 
ner of ſpiritual authority or juriſdiction. ought or may lawfully 
be reformed, repreſſed, ordered, redreſſed, correfted, reſ- 
trained, or amended. As likewiſe that of the iſt of Queen 
Elizabeth, wherein it is enacted, that the Kings and Queens 
of this Realm ſhall have full power and authority, by letters 
patents under the great ſeal of England, to aſſign, name and 
authorize, when and as often as their heirs and ſucceſſors ſhall 
think meet and convenient, ſuch perſon or perſons, as they. ſhall 
think meet to viſit, reform, and redreſs, &c. But it was a 
query (ſays Dr. Nicholls) whether theſe general clauſes im- 
powered that prince to make ſuch alterations in a book efta- 
bliſhed by act of parliament ; and which occaſioned different 
ſpeculations in thoſe days. Indeed, it ſhould have been con- 
fir med by parliament ; but here was no convocation called. 

There was little done in the Engl common-prayer 
book in King Charles I's reign, for it was publiſhed with 
the ſame alterations, as it was put out with, in King Fames's 
time, having his proclamation printed before it ; only the 
names of the royal family were altered, and, the word 
miniſter changed into prieſt. As to the Scetch common- 
prayer book, there were a number of excellent improve— 
ments made therein ; ſome of which were taken into the 
laſt review; and more might have been fo, but ovly the 
nation was not then diſpoſed to receive them; the diſtem- 

ers of the late time having prejudiced many againſt it. 
Ihe moſt remarkable alterations in this book are, the 
epiſtles and goſpels, to be uſed according to the new tran- 
ſlation ; Glory be to thee, O Lord, is ordered before the goſ- 
pel ; and Thanks be to thee, O Lord, after it. Several new 
ſentences are added in the offertory. The oblation prayer 
is placed immediately after the conſecration. The hymns 


and pſalms according to the new tranſlation. This book was 


printed ſoon after in 1637. 


The whole nation growing weary of the intolerable op- 


preſſion, which they lay under, ever ſince the uſurping 
| | powers 
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powers had got into the adminiſtration of affairs, upon the 
great rebellion; ſeveral of the presbyterian miniſters, eſpe- 
cially thoſe about London, lent a ready hand to the removal 
of the common burden“. By their late preaching, 
they ſo ſtirred up the people of the city to a deſire of the king's 
reſtoration, as did not a little facilitate that happy event. 
This good office, together with ſending ſome of their di- 
vines to wait upon him beyond ſea, before his coming home, 
occaſioned bim very gratefully to reſent it, and to order a 
new review of the liturgy, thereby to take away all reaſon- 
. able ground of ſeparation, which might hinder their ſub- 
ſcribing to it. That the King had this in view, when he 
publiſhed his declaration, Ociober 25, 1660, is plain, by 
the following words: when we were in Holland, we were 
attended by many grave and learned miniflers from hence, 
who were looked upon as the moſt able and principal aſſerters 
of the Presbyterian opinions; with whom we had much confe- 
rence ; and to our great ſatisfaftion and comfort, found them 
perſons full of aſfection to us, of zeal for the peace of church 
and ſtate; and neither enemies (as they have been given out to be) 
of epiſcopacy or liturgy ; but modeſtly to deſire ſuch alterations 
in either, as without ſhaking foundations, might beſt allay the 
preſent diſtempers, &c. In purſuance of this declaration, a 
commiſſion was iſſued out, dated 25 March 1661, em- 
powering twelve of the biſhops, and twelve presbyterian 
divines to treat of matters proper to be altered in the Li- 
turgy; to conſider of the objections raiſed againſt the 
ſame; and to make ſuch reaſonable and neceſſary altera- 
tions, as they ſhould agree upon ; ſuch as were needful and 
expedient, for the giving ſatisfaction to tender conſciences, 
and the reſtoring of peace and amity: eleven aſſiſtants on each 
fide being added, to ſupply the abſence of any of the others. 
Theſe commiſſioners had ſeveral meetings at the Savvy ; 
but little was done, The presbyterian minifters brought in 
their exceptions againſt the common-prayer, and Mr, 
Baxter produced a new liturgy of his own making. In- 
deed, had matters been managed with tolerable temper, 
there might have been ſome good effect of this commiſſion; 
and an expedient have been found out, to have given the 
presbyterian miniſters ſome little ſatisfaction, ſo that they 
might have complied with reputation among their party; 
whereby the ſeparation, which has ſince enſued, might 
have been hindered. But the biſhops being provoked by their 
long fufferings, and not brooking to have laws IT 
em 
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them by thoſe who had been the occaſion thereof, were 
not very forward to make any alterations which were pro- 
poſed by the Presbyterians, even in ſome things as might 
have deſerved conſideration ; refuſing them ſo much as the 
change of deadly fin in the litany, into heinous for. 
The Presbyterians, on the other hand, heaped t 

all the old exceptions, which the Puritans for a hundred 
years had raiſed of the liturgy,with the additionof newones. 
But Mr.' Baxter's new fangled liturgy, drawn up in' a 
method which was warranted by no ancient forms, either 
Greek or Latin, was a preſumption which was looked on 
by all with the greateſt diſdain: upon the whole, there waz 
nothing done by this. conjunct body; only ſome particular 
alterations were agreed upon by the epiſcopal divines, and 


afterwards made in the following convocation : namely, . 
ſeveral leſſons in the calendar were changed, for others 


more proper for the days. The prayers upon particular 
occaſions, were disjoined from the litany, The prayer 
for the parliament, for all conditions of Men, and the general 
thankſgiving were added. Several of the collects were al- 
tered. The epiſtles and goſpels were taken out of the 


laſt tranſlation of the bible ; they being read before according 


to the old. The office for bapti/m of riper years; the forms of 
prayer at ſea ; the form on the martyrdom of King Charles, 
and that for the 1 eſtoration were added. This account of 
the firſt compiling, and ſeveral reviews of this book, is 
taken from Dr. Nichalls's preface to his commentary on 
the common prayer. 

It ought however to be obſerved, that King Charles IT, 
in his faid declaration, before the act of uniformity paſſed, 
promiſed, that he would appoint an equal number of di- 
vines of both perſuaſions to review the liturgy of the 
Church of England, and to make ſuch alterations as ſhould 
be thought neceſſary ; and to add ſome additional forms in 
the ſcripture phraſe, as near as may be, ſuited to the na- 
ture of the ſeveral parts of worſhip, and that it ſhould be 
left to the miniſter's choice, to uſe one or other at his diſcretion, 
And ſays, Concerning ceremonies, we are content 
to indulge tender confciences fo far, as to diſpenſe with 
© their uſing ſuch ceremonies as are an offence to them, but 
© not to aboliſh them. We declare therefore, that none 
© ſhall be compelled to receive the ſacrament, kneeling, nor 
© to uſe the croſs in baptiſm, nor to bow at the name of 
© Feſus, nor to uſe the ſurplice, except in the royal chappel, 
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and in cathedral, and collegiate Churches. Nor ſhall 
< ſubſcription, nor the oath of canonical obedience be re- 
© quired at preſent, in order to ordination, inſtitution, or 
induction, but only the taking the oaths of allegiance and 
© ſupremacy ; nor ſhall any loſe their academical degrees, 
< or forfeit a preſentation, or be deprived of a benefice, 
© for not declaring his aſſent, to all the thirty-nine articles 
© of religion, provided he read and declare his aſſent, to 
© all the docirinal articles, and to the ſacraments ; and we 
© do again renew our declaration from Breda, that no man 
© ſhall be diſquieted, or called in queſtion, fer differences of 
opinion in religion, which do not diſturb the peace of the 
* kingdom*,” The whole declaration deſerves the peruſal and 
regard of all judicious perſons. Biſhop Kennet ſays, “that 
© this declaration has in it a ſpirit of true wiſdom, and 
<« charity, above any one public confeſſion, that was ever 
© made in matters of religion. It ſhews the admirable 
s temper and prudence of the king and his council, in that 
<© tender juncture of affairs; it proves the charity and mo- 
** deration of the ſuffering biſhops, in thinking ſuch con- 
o ceffions juſt and reaſonable for peace and unity; and it 
* ſhews a diſpoſition in.the other party to have accepted the 
© termsof union, conſiſtent with our Epiſcopacy and Liturgy; 
it condemns the unhappy ferment that ſcon after followed 
< for want of this temper ; and it may Hand for a pattern to 
5 poſterity, to reſtore the diſcipline, and heal the breaches 
* of the Church.” The lords and commons waited upon 
his majefly in a body, to return him thanks fer this declara- 
tion, and the commons ordered in a bill, but when it had 
been read the firſt time, on the ſecond reading it paſſed in 
tne negative. Sir Matthew Hale, who was zealous for the 
ceclaration, was taken out of the houſe of commons, and 
made chief baron, that he might not oppoſe the miniſtry, 
It is not a little ſtrange, that the ſame houſe of commons, 
which by their ſpeaker, nenine contradicente, on the gth of 
Nevember thanked the King for his declaration, ſhould on 
the 28th of the fame month rejcCt it, before a ſecond reading. 

* The Liturgy being thus reviſed, as before ob- 
ſerved, f the parliament eſtabliſhed it by an act, obliging 
all the clergy, who ſhould enjoy any benefice in the Church 
of England, to declare their conſent to the uſe of it; = 

| elt 
Complete hiſtory, vol. 3. p. 246. 3 
+ Nicholls's defence of doctrine and diſcipline of the Church of 
England, p.80. 
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left the Church ſhould receive any detriment by the cove- 
nant oath, they obliged every clergyman likewiſe to ſwear, 
that the oath was an unlawful oath, and that there lay 
no obligation upon him to obſerve it. It muſt indeed be 
owned, that the rigour and ſeverity of this law, did not ſo 
much proceed from the Church's being thought ſo much in 
danger from the covenant oath; but that the perſons then 
in power, by a common infirmity of human nature, were 
willing to exerciſe it upon thoſe, whom now they were 
maſters of, and to retaliate the hardſhips they had ſuffered 
from them. And perhaps ſome in that court did conjecture 
right, in thinking this would afford an eternal matter of 


diſſention, in the greateſt of all the proteſtant Churches. 


By this means a great number of preſbyterian miniſters, 
partly out of ſhame, and not endurinz to make a re- 
cantation of their errors, and partly out of ſcruple of con- 
ſcience, to take a counter-oath, ſuffered themſelves to be 
deprived of their livings, according to the tenor of the 
act, on the 24th of Auguſt, 1662. It was indeed a fad 
ſpectacle to ſee ſo many good paſtors torn away from their 
flocks ; but this was a remarkable inſtance of the wonderful 
exactneſs of the divine juſtice ; that this oath of the cove- 
nant, which the puritans deviſed to diſplace the epiſcopa- 
rians from their preferments, ſhouid be turned to their 
own ruin, the very ſame way they had contrived againſt 
their adverſaries.” 

Rapin ſays, if we compare this act with the King's de- 
claration from Breda, it will be eaſily ſeen, what care the 
King's miniſters, who were the real authors or promoters 
of this act, had for his honour and promiſe; and tho* ſome 
may look on this act as the great ſupport and bulwark of the 
Church, others no leſs attached to it's intereſts, will perhaps 
look upon it as his diſgrace and ſcandal“. And fays ano- 
ther author, many of the moſt learned and judicious di- 
vines of the Church, have wiſhed, for their own takes, 
that the act might be amended and altered.” 

As to the ſeveral reviews of the common-prayer, Dr. 
Nicholſon, Biſhop of Gloucefler, in his apolegy for the diſcipline 
of the Church of England, publiſhed before the reſtoration, 
remarks, that the common-prayer had undergone the file 


fifteen times before 1644, when it was aboliſhed ; which 


reckoning from 1545, the time it was firft pfdperly com- 
piled, to 1661, the laſt review, it will appear, that the 
; 8 liturgy 
Nicholli's defence, p. 8.“ Rapin, p. 293. 
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liturgy has been reviſed ſixteen times, in leſs than a hundred 
years; deducting the reign of Queen Mary, and the time 
it was ejected in the civil wars. And eighty-eight years 
have ſince paſt, without any review or alteration whatever ; 
indeed, was there no reaſon for it, ſomething might be ſaid 
in excuſe for the neglect and omiſſion. But let us hear the 
ſentiments of a worthy prelate on the -occalion, I mean 
Archbiſhop Tenniſon ; his words are, © ſome who have 
* well conſidered all the alterations and amendments made 
- * in the year 1661, which amount to the number of fix 
© hundred, are ſufficiently convinced, that if they had rea- 
© ſons for thoſe changes then, there is equal, if not greater 
© reaſon, for ſome further improvements now.“ - 
This will yet more evidently appear, by laying before 
the reader, the ſeveral attempts that have been ſince that 
time made for another review, in order to improve and 
perfect our liturgy ; and by perſons in the higheſt ſtations 
in the Church, who, on all occaſions, have acquitted them- 
ſelves with the greateſt honour, and been highly eſteemed 
for their right and well applied zeal, and true affection for 
its eſtabliſhment 3; whoſe judgment therefore ovght to be 
conſidered and reſpected. | 
The firſt attempt of this nature, as we are informed by a 
modern hiſtorian, | was in the year 1668, when “ the dike 
„ of Buckingham, whether from good or bad motives, had 
<< taken a reſolution to make uſe of his preſent power and 
4 greatneſs, to put a period to the ſufferings of thoſe, who, 
cc either for conſcience or humour ſake, had diſſented from 
<< the religion eſtabliſhed by law; and to reſtore them to 
& the privileges of Engl/hmen : In which he had the ho- 
& nour to be aſſiſted by the lord keeper Bridgeman, and the 
&« irreproachable lord chief juſtice Hale. This alarmed the 
Church, which, orthodox as it is, has always thought itſelf 
*© in danger, when ever a chriſtian government made uſe 
of chriſtian charity“. | : 
Dr. Calamy, who is followed both by Biſhop Kennet, and 
Mr. Echard, gives the following account of this affair; 
that Dr. Manten ſent a letter to Mr. Baxter, intimating, 
© that Sir John Barber, who belonged to the lord keeper 
© Bridgman, told him, that his Lordſhip deſired to confer 
© with them two, about a comprehenſion and toleration, who 
© told them, on their waiting on him”, “that he had ſent 
| | „for 


* Diſcourſe on Fccleſ. Commiſſion in 1689. 
+ Continuation of Gathry's hiſtory. p. 170. 
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e for them to think of a way of their reſtoration; and to 


that end he had ſome propoſals to offer to them, which 


was a comprehenſion for the presbyterians, and an indul- 
* gence for the independents, and the reſt.” After 
ſome debate, it was agreed to go firſt upon the buſineſs of 
a comprehenſion; upon which occaſion Biſhop Miltins, 
Dr. Burton, Shillingfleet, Ic. were conſulted ; and afterwards a 
bill was drawn up by lord chief juſtice Hale, againſt the 
meeting of the parliament : But tho? his majeſty in a ſpeech, 
recommended the deſign to them in theſe words, that you 
would ſeriouſly think of ſome courſe, to beget a better 
* union and compoſure in the minds. of my proteſtant 
© ſubjeQs, in matters of religion; whereby they may be 
induced not only to ſubmit quietly to the government, 
© butalſo faithfully give their aſſiſtance to the ſupport of it ;? 
yet thoſe who at the opening of the former meeting had fo 
many thanks, to offer to the throne, could not be induced 
to make his majeſty the leaſt acknowledgment for taking 
thoſe meaſures, which have been eſteemed the glory of 
his reign. The mercy ſhewn to diſſenters and the friends of 
liberty had ſpoiled all. He met with the worſt uſage when 


he deſerved the beſt ; and even the champions for the pre- 


rogative, prepoſterouſly glory in an oppoſition to the crown, 
becauſe inſpired by the fathers of the ChurchF. 
| The propoſals for amendments and improvements, 
made by the lord keeper Bridgeman, chief juſtice Hale, 
Biſhop Wilkins, Dr. Burton, &c. were theſe following; 
* © that the liturgy may be altered, by uſing the reading 
© pfalms in the new tranſlation ; ſame other leſſons out of 
the canonical ſcripture, inſtead of thoſe from the po- 
*crypba ; by not enjoining gedfathers and godmothers, when 
the parents will anſwer for the child; by omitting in the 
prayer at baptiſm, by ſpiritual regeneration ; by changing, 
© wilt thou be baptized ? into, wilt thau have this child to be 
* baptized ? by omitting theſe words in the office of bap- 
© tilm, to regenerate this infant by thy holy ſpirit, and to re- 
© ceive him for thy child by adoption 3 and the firſt rubrick 
* after baptiſm, it is certain by God's word, &c. by changing 
© thoſe words in the exhortation, regenerate and grafted into 
© the body, into, received into the Church of Chriſt,” by not 


© requiring any part of the ſervice about baptiſm, to be 


© repeated in public, when it is evident the child hath been 
| | C 2 © bap- 

+ Guthry's continuat. p. 170. ; : 

Cal. abridg. ch. 12, au. 1668. Diſquiſitions, p. 261,ult. edit. 


: 
65 
5 
* 


© baptized ; to omit theſe words in the collect for confirma- 
* tion, after the example of thy holy apoſtles, and to certify 
them by this ſign, of thy favour and gracious goodneſs towards 
them; in the prayer before confirmation, to change, who 
* haſt vouchſafed to regenerate, &c. into, who haſt vouchſafed 
© to receive theſe thy ſervants, into thy Church by baptiſm: In 
the office of matrimony, to omit, with my body I thee wor- 
* ſhip ; and that in the collect, who haſt conſecrated, &c. 
© By allowing miniſters in the vi/itation of the ſicꝭ, to uſe 
* ſuch other prayers, as they ſhall judge expedient ; by 
changing that clauſe in the prayer at burial, foraſmuch as 
* it hath pleaſed almighty God, of his great mercy, to take 
* unto himſelf, &c. inio, for as much as it hath pleaſed al- 
* miehty Ged, to take out of this world, the ſoul, Ic. and in 
* fure und certain hope, into, a full aſſurance of the reſurrec- 
tion of our lord Teſus Chriſt, &c. by omitting, we give 
© thee hearty thanks, fer that it hath pleaſed thee, to deliver 
© this our brother out of the miſeries of this ſinful world, and 
© as our hepe is this our brother dath; by changing in the 
con munion ſervice, our ſinful bodies may be made clean by 
* bi; boy, &c. into, our finful jouls and bodies may be cleanſed 
* by is precits body and blond; by not enjoining to read 
© the commation.” 
That the liturzy may be abbreviated, in the morning 
© ſervice, by oniitting all the reſponſes, from, O Lord open 
© thou our, Ic. to the litany. And in the litany, from, 
© Son of God we beſcrch thee, &c. to, we humbly beſeech, Ec. 
© by not enjoining the / of the Lord"s-prayer, above once, 
and that after the abſolution, (except after the prayer be- 
fore ſermon) by uſing the gloria patri only once, viz. af- 
"7 © ter the reading pialms; by omitting the venite exultemuz, 
10 © uniels to put any or all the firſt ſeven verſes, among the 
© ſentences at the beginning ; by omitting the communion 
* fervice, when no communion-day, excepting the ten 
* commandments, which may be read after the creed ; and 
© enjoining the prayer, Lord have mercy upon us, and incline 
* cur hearts to keep theſe laws, only once at the end; by 
* omitting the collecis, epi/tles and goſpels, except on parti- 
* cular Halidays; by inſerting the prayer for the parliament 
: © into the litany, after the petition for the royal family, 

4 thus; that it may pleaſe thee to direct and profper all the con- 
f © fultations of the high court of parliament, to the advancement 
q; © of thy glory, the good of thy Church, the ſafety, honour, and 
4 | * welfare of our ſovereign and his kingdoms ; by omitting the 
two 
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© two hymns in the conſecration of Biſhops, and ordination of 
© Prieſts ; in the catechiſm, after what ig your name? to add 
© when was this name given you? and after, what was pro- 
© miſed for you in your baptiſm ©? anſwer, three things were pro- 
© miſed for me, &c after. how many ſacraments hath Chrift 
* ordained? anſwer, two only, baptiſm and the Lord's 
e 
heſe were the alterations at that time propoſed; and 
permit me to aſk any ſerious, impartial perſon, whether 
theſe amendments in our liturgy, would not have been an 
excellent improvement of it, excluſive of any regard to the 
diſſenters whatever? But tho' theſe things were in themſelves 
highly fit and proper to be altered, yet the power of party 
was then too prevalent, as it has been too often ſince, 
to have it effected. | 
The next attempt made in favour of this deſign, was in 
tie year 1689, of which Dr. Nicholls gives us the follow- 
ing account. * After the parliament had ſpent ſome time 


in ſecuring the public liberties, and enacting wholſome 


© laws, for reſtraining the arbitrary encroachments that 
© might be attempted, by any future princes, and for pro- 
© hibiting the ſucceſſion hereafter of any papiſt to the crown; 
© they turned their thoughts to obtain a toleration for the 
© non-conformiſts ; for theſe honourable perſons had it freſh 
iin their memories, how that lately the Church was won- 
« derfully delivered from the cruelty of the papiſts, and 
© therefore thought it neceſſary to prevent future animo- 
« fities between proteſtants; nor were they ignorant that 
* the ſeverities which had been formerly inflicted upon the 
* non-conformiſts, did for the moſt part proceed from ſe- 
© veral laws which were procured to be paſt by the papiſts, 
* who were at that time very powerful, in the court; and 
© that it was thro” their inſtigation, likewiſe, that the pe- 
© nalties were more heavily inflicted upon the diſſenters, 
© than equity did allow; for which reaſons they thought it 
fit, that a new law ſhould be paſt, which might hinder 
© hereafter the proteſtant name, from being ſtained by 
* any ſuch like diſhonour, T herefore an act of parliament 
© paſſed, to ſuſpend the force of the penal laws, againſt the 
© non-conformiſts ; a liberty being likewiſe granted to the 
© ſeveral ſectaries, to hold ſeparate meetings, under a 
© reſtraint of not preaching any ſocinian or popiſh doc- 
© trine,” | 


© Thefe 


* Defence, p. 114. 


N 
D 


2 ; 72 
1 4 _ 


4 — * 1 — . 
Js ONT GA © EIS? 4 ee A OOO. I 


4 * — 
8 


— ——— 


T4 * 7 * 
22 ů ů — g — . 4.2 


| 
| 
| 
| 


(14) 


© Theſe honourable perſons were going on further in 
© theſe affairs, and had brought in a bill of comprehenſion, 
© for receiving the diſſenters into the boſom of the Church; 
© but whilſt the bill was paſſing, Dr. TiUlstſon declared his 
© opinion againſt. it; and urged to his Majeſty that as we had 
© been reflected on by the papiſts, that our reformation 
* was founded chiefly upon parliamentary authority ; that 


the beſt way would be, as had formerly been done, to com- 


miſſionate ſeveral of the moſt eminent of the clergy, to 
© conſider of ſome method how to heal the wounds of the 
Church, and to eſtabiſn a perpetual peace among us. 
© What they ſhould agree upon, to be conſidered over again 
© by the more conſummate wiſdom of a convocation ; and 
what theſe ſhould conſent to, ſhould be eſtabliſhed, by 
© both the ſynod and parliament.” 

Accordingly a ſpecial commiſſion urder the great ſeal 
was iſſued to ſeveral Biſhops, and dignitaries of the Church, 
the ſubſtance of which was as follows: 

„ Whereas the particular forms of divine worſhip, and 
< the riies and ceremonies appointed to be uſed therein, are 
„things in their own nature indifferent and alterable, and 
** ſoacknowledged ; it is but reaſonable, that upon weighty 
and important conſiderations, according to the various 
** exigencies of times and occaſions, ſuch changes and alte- 
e rations ſhould be made therein, as to thoſe that are in 


place and authority ſhould from time to time ſeem either 


„ neceſſary or expedient. And whereas the book of Canons 
ce is fit to be reviewed, and made more ſuitable to the ſtate 
< of the Church; and whereas there are defects and abuſes 
ein the eccleſiaſtical courts and juriſdictions ; and parti- 


„ cularly, there is not ſufficient provition made for the re- 


« moving of ſandalous minifters, and reforming of man- 
6 ners, either in miniſters or people. And whereas it 
eis moſt fit, that there ſhould be a moſt ſtrict method pre- 
&« ſcribed, for the examination of ſuch perſons as deſire to 
* he admitted into holy orders, both as to their learning 
& and manners. We thereſote out of our pious and princely 
<« care for the good order, and edification, and unity of 
<« the Church of England, committed to our charge and 


care; and for the reconciling as much as is poſſible, of 


ce all differences among our good ſubjects, and to take away 
& all occaſions of the like tor the future, have thought fit 
< to authorize and impower you, &c. or any more of you, 


% whereof three to be Biſhops, to meet from time to time, 
| | 6% as 
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< as often as ſhall be needful, and to prepare ſuch alteration 
« of the liturgy, and the canons, and ſuch propoſals for 
the reformation of eccleſiaſtical courts, and to conſider 
of ſuch other matters, as in your judgments, may moſt 
© conduce to the endsabovementioned+.” And could any 
deſign be better calculated, to ſerve religion in general, 
and the Church of England in particular, 

The Biſhops named in the commiſſion were Lamplugh of 
York, Compton of London, Mew of Winton, Lloyd of St. Aſaph, 
Sprat of Rocheſter, Smith of Carliſle, Trelawney of Exeter, 
Burnet of Salisbury, Humphreys of Bangor, Stratford of 
C belter, Stilling fleet of Worceſter, and Patrick of Chicheſter ; 
The dignitaries were“ Tillotſon dean of St. Paul's, Meggot 
of Winton, Sharp of Canterbury, Kidder of Peterborough, 


and Aldrich of Chriſt. Church; Fane and Hall, divinity pro- 


feſſors of Oxford, and Beaumont of Cambridge; Mountague 
maſter of Trinity college Cambridge, Goodman archdeacon of 
Middleſex, Beveridge of Colcheſter, Battely of Canterbury, 
Alfton of Eſſex, and Tenniſon of London, Scot prebendary of 
St. Paul's, Fowler of Gloucefler, Grove and Williams of Lan- 
don, And all theſe, ſays Burnet, were named fo imparti- 
ally, that no exceptions could be againſt any of them. The 
ſame prelate, alſo, in juſtification of the deſign itſelf, ob- 
ſerves, that the ſeven Biſhops in the very petition to King 
James, for which they were tried, had mentioned it; that 
the clergy in general, about the ſame time, expreſſed an in- 
clination of the ſ.me kind; + and that the King was bound 
by a promiſe of his own, in his declaration, to endeavour 
an union between the Church and diſſenters. And it 
ought to be remembered, that in the very laſt directions, 
which archbiſhop Sancroft ſent to the biſhops and clergy of 
his province in 1688, his advice was, ** that they warmly 
and moſt affectionately exhort their hrethren the proteſtant 
«* diſſenters, to join with us in daily fervent prayers to the 
God of peace, for an univerſal bleſſed union of all re- 
© formed Churches, both at home and abroad, againſt our 


4 common enemies; and that all they who do confeſs the 


name of our dear Lord, and do agree in the truth of his 
% holy word, may alſo meet in one holy communion, and 


live in perfect unity and godly love.” Archbiſhop Wale 
— has 


* Of the dignitaries, there were three made Archbiſhops, 
and five Biſhops ; and were afterwards the greateſt ornaments to 
the Church, we ever had ſince the reformation, 

+ Continuation of Guthry's. p. 167. | 


616) 
has ſince in the moſt public manner, aſſured us *, that the 
Biſhops, with their metropolitan Sarcroft, at their head, 
had actually agreed on a project of comprehenſion, when 


ſuch a meaſure was of conſequence to themſelves; I mean, 
before the landing of the prince of Orange ; and that the 


| ſeveral parts of it were committed, not only with his appro- 


bation, but under his direction, ts ſuch divines of the 
Church, as were then eſteemed moſt proper for the charge; 
of this I ſhall preſently take more particular notice : not- 
withſtanding all which, when this defirable union might 
have been obtained, or at leaſt when the Church might 
have had the honour of making a tender of it ; the majo- 
rity of the clergy, not only refuſed to aſſiſt in it, but en- 
deavoured to deter the reſt, by loading it, ſays Burnet, 
with a word of ill ſound, a new eccleſiaſtical commiſſion, and 
aſſerting it was as dangerous, if not as illegal as the former, 
However the commiſſioners met at the Feruſalem Cham- 
ber, Meſtminſter; a ſet of men, ſays archbiſhop Vale, 
„ than which this Church was never bleſſed with either 
« wiſer or better, ſince it was a Church||.” But no ſooner 
was the commiſſion opened, than its legality and authority 
were called in queſtion by Sprat, biſhop of Rocheſter, who 
had made fo little ſcruple to act under an illegal one be- 
fore. And tho' he was told, they were not required to 
enact alterations, but only to prepare ſuch as ſhould be 
thought moſt reaſonable, in order to lay them before the 
convocation, yet he retired in diſguſt, and was followed 
by Mew of Winton, and Drs. Jane and Aldrich. 7 
Biſhop Burnet ſays, that matters were well conſidered, 
freely, and calmly debated, and that all was digeſted into 
© an entire correction of every thing that ſeemed liable to 
any juft dbjections;' and yet he alſo informs us, That 
© the party who was now at work for King James, took 
hold of the occaſion, to inflame mens minds; and were 
joined by the univerſitics, who declared againſt all altera- 
© tions, and all that promoted them, not ſparing even the 
* King himſelf, who they repreſented as an enemy to the 
© Church.” But this will not be wondered at, when we 
ceme to conſider Jane's character, and the motives that 
influenced his conduct. 
It appeared evident on the firſt day of the convocation's 
meeting, that the anti-court clergy had the greateſt inte- 
| | reſt ; 
* Speech on Fach. Trial. t Gath. continuat. p. 168. 
| Speech, 
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reſt ; for Dr. Tollotſen being put up for prolocutor of the | 


lower houſe, by thoſe for the comprehenſion, the other 
party ſet up Dr. Jane, one of the moſt fur ous churcamen 
among them, (the very perſon that drew up the famous 
Oxford decice) who carried it by a majority of two to one 
againlt Til/;t/on., When Fare was preſented to the Biſhop 
of London, as preſident, for his approbation, and made a 
ſpeech in Latin, as is uſual ; he delivered it as the ſenſe of 


the lower houſe, that ſuch was the tranſcendent excellence 


of the liturgy, eftabliſhed by law in England, that it needed 
no amendment; and concluded in their name, in the 
words of the old barons, nus leges Anglia mutari. His 
lordſhip in his reply was as gentle, and þ eriualive, as the 
other had been rough and imperious, tho' Jane had been 
his chaplain ; one of his lordſhip's arguments in favour of 
the union, was, that by making abatements, in things in- 
different, it would open a dcor of ſalvation to multitudes 
of ſtraying chriſtians; and thuught it the more incumbent 
on them to extend their indulgence and charity to the dif- 
ſenters under King William, becauſe ſome of the Biſhops 
had promiſed it to them, in their addreſſes to King James. 
But the ſpirit they were poſſeſſed with was not to be ſub- 
dued by the words of meekneſs and moderation, and there 
being ſome defect, real or ſuppoſed, in the commiſſion, 
the preſident prorogued them; and every expedient was 
tried to mollify the rigour of theſe uncharitable Rabbres ; 
but all proved ineffectual: They would hear of nothing 
but preſerving and defending the Church; and continued 
to clamour as loudly againſt all innovations, as any of the 
prieſts of Reme had done before them againſt Luther, with= 
out once thinking of that precedent, or, what is worſe, 
of the goſpel itſelf, on which the Church was founded. -At 
their ſecond meeting, December 4, the Earl of Nottingham, 
who, in the preceding ſeſſion, had been the f maver of 
this matter, in the houſe of lords, brought their commiſſion 
from the King, and delivered it to both houſes, then aſ- 
ſembled in Henry VII's chappel, with the following meſ- 
ſage from his majeſty, prefaced with a ſpeech of his own, 
containing a repetition of all thoſe arguments and perſua- 
ſions, which, to his knowledge, the majority of the lower 
houſe had rejected, as before. 
. William Rex. | 
© His Majeſty has ſummoned this convocation, not only 
* becauſe it is uſual upon holding a parl:ament, but out 0 
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a pious zeal to do every thing that may tend to the beſt 
© eſtabliſhment of the Church of England; which is ſo 
© eminent a part of the reformation, and is certainly the 
© beſt ſuited to the conſtitution of this government, and 
© therefore does moſt ſignally deſerve, and ſhall always 
have, both his favour and protection; and he doubts not 
© but you will aſſiſt him in promoting the welfare of it, ſo 
© that no prejudices, which ſome men may have laboured 
© to poſſeſs you, ſhall diſappoint his good intentions, or 
© deprive the Church of any benefit from your conſultati- 
ons. His majeſty therefore expects, that the things that 
* ſhall be propoſed, ſhall be calmly and impartially conſi- 
* dered by you; and aſſures you, that he will offer nothing 
© to you, but what ſhall be for the honour, peace, and ad- 
© vantage both of the Proteſtant religion in general, and 
particularly of the Church ot # ngland. 

There ſeems ſuch a ſtrain of piety and ſincere regard for 
the Church of England, in this meſſage, that one ſhould 
have imagined the moſt orthodox and zealous churchmen 
would have moſt heartily embraced the opportunity, and 
thereby demonſtrated their real affection to the Church: 
But alas, ſuch men as theſe had other things more at heart, 
ſo that there was a vait difference between the King's 
zcal for the Church, and their lukewarmneſs, notwith- 
ſtanding all their boaſted pretenſions. 

The Biſhops howevet drew up an addreſs, which they 
ſent to the lower houſe of convocation for their concur- 
rence, the ſubſtance of which was in theſe words, that 
ue return our moſt humble thanks and acknowledgments 
of the grace and goodneſs expreſſed in your Majeſty's 
*© meſlage, and the zeal you ſhew in it, for the Proteſtant 
<< religion in general, and the Church of England in parti- 
** cular; and of the truſt and confidence repoſed in us by 
© this commiſſion, We look on theſe marks of your Ma- 
<< jeſty's care and favour, as the continuance of the great 
< deliverance almighty God wrought for us by your means, 
in making you the bleiled inſtrument of preſerving us, 
„ from falling under the cruelty of popiſh tyranny ; for 
which as we have often thanked almighty God, ſo, &c. 
But neither the King's meſſage, nor his miniſter's ſpeech, 
could bring the lower houſe into a concurring temper ; but 
they firſt ſhewed an inclination to prefent an addreſs of 
their own, and then were for making alterations and 
amendments in the Biſhops addreis, tho? at the fame time 
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determined to reject all that the Biſhops would offer to be 
amended in the liturgy. This produced a conference, which 
was chiefly managed by Biſhop Burnet on one fide, and 
Dr. Fane on the other; and at laſt an addreſs was finally 
agreed on, and preſented to the King. 

The laft hiſtorian's remark on theſe proceedings, I chuſe 
to give in his o.]n words. Of all oppoſitions, thoſe of 
L eccleſiaſtics are the moſt fiery and irreconcileable, and 
© withal the moſt infipid and unentertaining; as there- 
© fore the ſpecimen already before us, is ſufficient to ſhew 
© the ſpirit and diſpotition of both parties, we ſhall cut ſhore 
© the proceſs, by obſerving, that Fane and his mirmidens, 
© for their next exploit, made an effort in favour of the 
* Biſhops and others, at that time under ſuſpenſion, for 
© refuſing the oath, by urging, that ſomething might 
© be done to qualify them to fit in convocation, without ex- 
© poſing the convocation itſelf, to any danger on that ac- 
„ count;” and having little elſe to do, they fell upon ſuch 
books and pamphlets as were obnoxious to them, and re- 
quired, that the authors might be laid under the cenſure of 
the Churcb; ſo that finding they were more diſpoſed to do 
© hurt than good, his majeſty was adviſed to put a ſtop to 
© their proceedings ; which, ſays Burnet, was in reality a 
© favour to them, fince they were thereby hindered from do- 
© ing miſchief, as alſo reiieved from the expence ot living in 
© town, only to meet together, to read a Latin litany.? 

T hat Biſhop gives us this further account of that affair : 
& In the reign of King James, thoſe of the Church, who 
„ {aw the papiſts drawing in the diſſenters to concur with 
them, in their deſigns againſt the Church, applied to the 
„then Prince of Orange, deſiring his intereſt, to divert 
© them from it; and in theſe letters which are yet extant, 
& aſſurances were given, that the Church was then in 
© ſuch a temper, and ſo well convinced of former errors, 
ce that if ever ſhe got out of that diſtreſs, all thoſe diffe- 
6 rences ſhould be certainly made up; and to make this 
« aſſurance more public, the Archbiſhop , and Bi- 
„ ſhops in the petition, for which they were impriſoned 
c and tried, declared, that they were ready to come to 
& a temper in thoſe matters, both in parliament and con- 
& vocation. Upon this it was that the Prince of Orange 
ce promiſed in his declaration, to uſe his endeavours to heal 
all thoſe diviſions. In order to the performing this, af- 
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© ter he was ſet on the throne, he by a ſpecial] commiſ- 
<« {jon appointed all thoſe Biſhops who owned his autho- 
& rity, tog-ther with a great many of the clergy, to draw 
<« out the grounds upon which the diſſenters had ſeparated 
« from uz, and to offer expedients for the healing our 
& breaches, We had befor: us all the books and papers 
& that thev had at any time offered, ſetting forth their de- 
& mands; together with many advices and propoſitions, 
which had been made at ſeveral times, by moſt of the 
&« leſt and moſt ]-arned of our ue s; of which the late 
“ moſt learned Biſhop of Morceſſer (Stilingfleet) had a great 
& collection. So we prepared a ſcheme to be laid before 
& the convocation. ———Yet this, which was only a council 
e created by the King to prepare matters, was complained 
e of as an impoſing on the convocation, and as limiting 
„ of it; and tho” a royal licence was ſent them, yet a 
« previous reſclution was taken to admit of ns amendments z 
© when we ſaw that, we reſolved to be quiet, and leave 


that matter to better times. But then the enemies of 


&. the civil government began to work on the jealouſies and 
© fears of many well minded men; and the preſerving the 
« Church was given out as the wird, by thiſe who meant 
& France or St. Germains by it*.”?. 

The ſame great author, in a. ſermon of his, ſays, + 
% We here in England have had a long Conteſt about things, 
« which we all confeſs are indifferent in their own nature 
«© This animoſity works ſtill ſo high among us, that many 
ce take fire upon the ſmalleſt ſteps that can be made towards 
„healing ſo great a breach; and fill all places with tra- 
5 oical outcr.es, as if the Church of Ergland was to be 
& pulled down, while the chief promoters of theſe reports, 
& well know how falſe they arc, and that inſtead of of- 
6 fering at any thing, that can in any ſort weaken our 
« Church, every thing which has been endeavoured 


» muſt prove its /{rergth, as well as its glory, if we are 
| ©© ſo happy as to weigh all in even ballances. The things 


& that are propoſed are of themſelves deſirable, tho? there 
„ ſhould not be ene diſſenter gained by them, and are ſuch 
© as will tend to the making all the parts of our offices, 
© both more unexceptionable and more edifying. But dif- 
„ tempers are far g ne, when the pat ent rages at the firſt 
mention of a medicine. We have loſt many happy 
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4e opportunities, ſince the firſt beginning of the reforma- 
c tion among us, for the healing of our breaches !>—— 
« But if we do again repeat former errors, and let the pre- 
«© ſent advantages that we have now in cur hands flip 
© from us, What is to be ſaid, but that this is of the Lord, 
ce who by it, is puniſhing us for our other ſins; for our re- 
e miſlneſs in our duties; for our negle& of the paſtoral 
„ care; for our ſlackening that ſtrictneſs of life, which be- 
e comes our proſeſſion; for our indulging ourſelves too 
e much, in ſenſuality and lazineſs ; and for all thoſe other 
&* ſins, by which we have departed from his law, and have 
© corrupted the covenant of Levi, and made many to flumble 


& at the law; and that therefore God will make us become 


„ baſe and centemptible before the people; that all our flocks 
&« ſhall be ſcattered. But we might hope for better things, 
if every one would put away all prejudices, all wrath, 
„anger and revenge; and would put on bowels of mercy 
and kindneſs, remembering that we are brethren ; ſo that 
having purified ourſelves, from humour, paſſion, inte- 
e reſt, and every thing elſe that may corrupt our minds, 
< unto the unfcigncd love of the brethren, we would reſolve to 
e love one another, with a pure heart fervently.” If we 
ſeriouſly confider what is urged by the Biſhop, who is there 
that would not be of his mind ? | 

A perſon at this diſtance of time would be inclined to 
think, that ſuch a violent oppoſition of the lower houſe 


of convocation, to whatever was propoſed by the Biſhops, 


who have been always allowed in the Church. of England 
to be an order ſuperior to presbyters, of which only the 
lower houſe are compoſed, muit ariſe from ſomething ve 

unreaſonable in the particulars, which the Biſhops had re- 


commended to be altered and amended, and ſo not fit or 


proper to be complied with. It may therefore be of ſome 


ſervice to inform the reader of thoſe things that were 


then intended to be altered. I begin with Dr. Nicholls, 
who gives us this ſhort account in theſe words: | 
The reverend perſons (the commiſſioners) do now 
© forthwith apply themſelves to the buſineſs which was 
laid before them, and begin their work with a review of 
© the common-prayer-book, and firſt of all the calendar 
© comes under examination; from whence the apocryphal leſ- 
« ſons are expunged, and chapters out of the canonical books 
© are ſubſtituted to be read in their room, The col- 
© lets throughout the year are reviſed, moſt of them be- 
8 ing 


6 - 
© ing made anew, and rendered more ſuitable to the epiſ- 
© tles and goſpels of the day; and this with ſo much ele- 
© eance and purity of ſtile, with ſo much pious force and 
© ardor, as nothing could tend more to. excite devotion in 
© the minds of the hearers, and to raiie up their ſouls to 
© God. They were firſt drawn up by Dr. Simen Patrict, 
© who had an excellent talent this way; Dr. Gilbert Burnet 
© added a ſurther life, and face, and ſpirit to them; after 
© this they underwent the exquiſite judgment of Dr. Stil- 
© lingfleet ; the laſt and finiſhing ſtroke being given to them 
© by Dr. Tillotſon, who poliſhed over whatever was left in 
© the compoſitions, with his ſmooth language, and flow- 
© ingneſs of his eaſy eloquence. They likewiſe agreed upon 
© a new tranſlation of the pſaims, to be read in the daily 
< ſervice of the Church, more agreeable to the original 
© than the preſent is; which province was aſſigned to Dr. 
© Kidger, a perſon excellently well verſed in the oriental 
© tongues, Some tew expreſſions and words, which lying 
© ſcattered about the liturgy, are found fault with, by its 
© adverſaries, were collected by Dr. Tenniſen ; ſuch clear 
© cxpreſſions being ſubſtituted in their ſtead, as were not 
© liable to be excepted againit by the moit captious. There 
© were ſome other things propoſed, but which were entirely 
© tobe referred to the ſy nod. Firſt of all, that, the cro/s in 
© baptiſm ſhould be in the election of the parents, either 
© to have it ſigued in the child's forehead, or omitted. Se- 
© condly, if any non-coniormiſt miniſter ſhould return to 
© the Church, he was not to be new ordained ; but to be 
admitted by a conditional orcination, as is uſed in the 
© baptiſm of thoſe perſons, of whom it is uncertain, whe- 
© ther they were baptized or no*,” hus far Dr. Nicholls. 
hut the account from Dr. Calamy is yet more par- 
ticular ; who informs us, that theſe things following were 
ced to. 
«+ * That the chaunting of divine ſervice in the cathedral 
© Churches ſhall be laid aſide, that the whole may be in- 
© telligible to the people. That beſides the pſalms being 
read in their courle, as before, ſome proper and devout 
© ones, be ſelected for ſundays. That the apecryphal l:/ſons, 
and thoſe of the old teſtament, which are 10 natural, 
© be thrown out; and others appointed in their ſtead, by a 
new calendar, which is already fully ſettled, and out of 
© which are omitted all the legendary ſaints days, aud others 


© not 
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© not directly referred to in the ſervice-book, That not ts 
© ſend the vulgar to ſearch the canons, which few of them 

© ever ſaw, a rubric be made, ſetting forth the uſefulneſs of 
© the croſs in baptiſm, not as an eſſential part of that ſacra- 
N © ment, but only a fit and decent ceremony : however,, if 
© any do after all, in conſcience, ſcruple it, it may be omit- 
© ted by the prieſt, That likewiſe if any refuſe to receive 
the ſacrament of the Lord's ſupper &neeling, it may be ad- 
< miniſtered to them in their pews. That a rubric be made, 
© declaring the intention of the Lent ſaſt, to conſiſt only in 
* extraordinary acts of devotion, not in diſtinction of 
* meats 3 and another to ſtate the meaning of rogation ſun- 
© days, and ember weeks; and to appoint, that thoſe or- 
* dained within the guatuor tempora, do exerciſe ſtrict devo- 
tion. That the rubric, which obliges miniſters to read or 
© hear common prayer, public or privately every day, be 
8 changed to an exhortation to the people, to frequent thoſe 
* prayers. That the abſolution in morning and evening 
prayer may be read by a deacon; the word prieſ in the 
rubric being changed into miniſter; and thoſe words, 
* and remiſſion be put out, as not very intelligible. That 
the gloria patri ſhall not be repeated at the end of every 
<« palm, but of all appointed for morning and evening 
prayer. That thoſe words in the te dewm, * thine ho- 
* nourable, true, and only ſon,* be thus turned, © thine 
© only begotten ſon ;* honourable being only a civil term, 
and no where uſed in ſacris. That the benedicite ſhall be 
changed into the 128th pſalm; and other pſalms likewiſe 
© appointed for the Benedictus & nunc dimittis. The verficles 
© atter the lord's prayer, Sc. ſhall be read Kneeling, to 


avoid the trouble and inconveniencies of ſo often varying 


* pollures | in the worſhip ; and after theſe words, give peace 
© in our time, O Lord, hall follow an anſwer, promiſſory 
© of ſomewhat on the people's part, (as) of keeping God's 
© Jaws, or the like; the old reſponſe, being grounded on 
© the predeſtinating doctrine, taken in two ſtrict an accep- 
tation. All high titles or appellations of the king, queen, 
c. {hall be left out of the pray ers; ſuch as m illaſ- 
* trious, religious, mighty, &c, and only the word ſovereign 
© retained, for the king and queen. Thoſe words, in the 
prayer for the king, grant that he may gang eiſb and over- 
© come all his enemies, as of too large an extent, it the king 
© engage in an unjuſt war, thall be turned, proſper all bis 
© righteous undertakings agaiift thy enemies; or atter ſome 
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© ſuch manner. Thoſe words in the prayer for the clergy, 
© who alone worke/? great marvels, as ſubject to be ill inter- 
© preted, by perſons vainly diſpoſed, ſhall be thus, who 
© alone art the author of all good gifts ; and thoſe worde, 
© the healthful ſpirit of thy grace, ſhall be, the holy ſpirit 
© of thy grace ; - healthful being an obſolete word. 
© The prayer which begins, O God, whoſe nature and 
© property, ſhall be thrown out, as full of ſtrange and 
< impertinent expreſſions, and beſides, not in the original, 
© but foiſted in ſince by another hand. The colle&s, for 
' © the moſt part, are to be changed for thoſe, which the 
| © Biſhop of Chicheſter [ Patrick] has prepared; being a/ re- 
| view of the old ones with enlargements, to render them 
| © more ſenſible and affecting; and what expreſſions are 
| © needful, ſo to be retrenched. If any miniſters refuſe 
© the ſurplice, the biſhop (if the people deſire it, and the 
© living will bear it) may ſubſtitute one in his place, that 

© will officiate in it: but the whole thing is to be left to the | 

« diſcretion of the biſhop. If any deſire to have godfathers | 

© and gedmothers omitted, and their children preſented in 
© their own names, to baptiſm, it may be granted. About 
© the Athanaſian creed, they came at laſt to this concluſion, 
© that, leſt the wholly rejecting it, ſhould by unreaſonable 
< perſons be imputed to them, as Sccinianiſm, a rubric 
< ſhall be made, ſetting forth, or declaring the curſes de- 
© nounced therein, not to be reſtrained to every particular 
© article, but intended againſt thoſe that deny the ſubſtance 
of the chriſtian religion in general #®, Whether the 
© amendment of the tranſiation of the reading pſalms, (as 
© they are called) made by th- biſhep of St. Aſaph, [ Lloyd] 
© and Dr. Kidder, or that in the bible, ſhall be inſerted in 
© the prayer-book, is wholly left to the convocation to 
con- 


+ Or, the grace of thy holy ſpirit. 
The author of the Athanaſian creed, a preſervative againſt 
- herelies, ſays, p. 55. that the words in the rubric were, the 
© condemning clauſes are to be underſtood, as relating only to thoſe 
© awho obſiinately deny the ſubſlance of the chrijtian faith. But 
give me leave to aſx, how can a perfon repeat the creed, al- 
lowing this ſalvo, and be ſincere : may he not as well renounce 
in his heart, every other. article contained therein, by a like 
ſort of interpretation. How is it then a preſervative againit 
hereſies ? : 
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© conſider of and determine. In the [itany, communion-ſer- 
© vice, Cc. are ſome alterations made, as alſo in the 
© canons F.* | : 

But as there ſeems to be ſome difference between Dr. 
Nicholls and Dr. Calamy, with reſpe& to the ſeveral par- 
ticulars that were then intended to be altered, and that we 
are informed by the late Dr. Waterland *, that the origi- 
nal book was then in the hands of the late Biſhop of 
London, and may be preſumed, to be now in the power 
of his preſent lordſhip, it might be of vaſt ſervice at this 
juncture, if what has been fo long wiſhed for to be made 
public, could be permitted to ſee the light: for we ſhould 
then not only be at a certainty 2s to what was at that 
time intended to be altered, but be greatly benefited by a 
ſight of the new tranſlation of the pſalms, made by Biſhops 
Lhyd and Kidder, and of the collects drawn up by Patrick, 
which Nicholls and Calamy do both agre: were then ac- 
tually prepared by them; as alſo a book of family devo- 
tions, at that time, intended to be publiſned by au- 
thority. 

It being my intention to place this affair in as full a 
light as J poſſibly can, that the reader may ſee the unjuſt 
oppoſition that was then made to this good and pious de- 
ſign, I will now produce the ſentiments of our late moſt 
excellent Archbiſhop Jake, who, when of Lincoln, in his 
ſpeech on the tryal of Dr. Sacheverel, then impeached for 
reflecting on this attempt of reviewing our liturgy, and al- 
tering ſome things that were, judged to be amiſs, (and 
which has been often quoted) thus expreſſes himſelf, *© The 
© perſon who firſt concerted this ſuppoſed bad deſign againſt 
our Church, was the late moſt reverend Dr. Sancroft, 
* Archbiſhop of Canterbury; the time was towards the end 
© of King Fames's reign. Then, when we were in the 
© height of our labours, defending the church of England 
© againſt the aſſaults of popery, that wiſe prelate, foreſee ing 
© ſome ſuch revolution, as ſoon after was happily brought 
about, began to conſider how utterly unprepared they 
© had been, at the reſtoration, to ſettle many things to the 
© advantage of the Church ; and what a happy opportunity 
© had been loſt, for want of ſuch a previous care, as he 
© was therefore deſirous ſhould now be taken, for the better 
and more perfect eſtabliſhment of it. It was viſible to all 
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© the nation, that the more moderate diſſenters were gene- 
© rally fo well ſatisfied, with that ſtand which our divines 
© had made againſt popery, and the many unanſwerable 
© treatiſes they had publiſhed in confutation of it, as to ex- 
© preſs an unuſuz] readineſs to come in to us; and it was 
© therefore thought worth the while, when they were deli- 
© berating about thoſe other matters, to conſider at the 
* ſame time, what might be done to gain them, without 
doing any prejudice to ourſelves, That the ſcheme 
* was laid out, and the ſeveral parts of it were committed, 
not only with the approbation, but by the direction of 
that great prelate, to ſuch bf our divines, as were 
© thought the moſt proper to be intruſted with it. His 
© Grace took one part to himſelf ; another was commit- 
© ted to a then pious and reverend Dean “, afterwards a 
© Biſhop of our Church. The reviewing of the daily ſer- 
vice of our liturgy, and the communion-book, was re- 
© ferred to a ſelect number of excellent perſons, two of 
© which were at this time upon the bench T. The deſign, 
© was, in ſhort, this; to improve, and if poſſible, to in- 
© force our diſcipline, to review and enlarge our liturgy ; by 
correcting of ſome things, by adding of others; by 
leaving fume few ceremonies, conſeſſed to be indifferent 
in their nature, as indifferent in their uſage. And that 
* this good deſign was not only known to, but approved of 
© bythe other fathers of our Church, appears from that fa- 
© mous petition, for which ſeven of them were ſent to the 
© tower, and which contributed ſo much to our deliverance. 
That the willingneſs they there declared, of coming to ſuch a 
* temper, as ſhould be thought fit, with the diſſenters, when 
© that matter ſbauld be conſidered and ſettled in parliament and 
© convocation, manifeſtly referred to what was then known 
© to ſeveral, if not all of the ſubſcribers, to have been at 
© that very time under deliberation.” 

His lordſhip then read this remarkable paſſage, from a 
pamphlet publiſhed to recommend that deſign, licenſed by 
the Earl of Shrewsbury 1. No alterations, that I know of, 


is intended but in things declared to be alterable, by the church 


itſelf e and if things alterable, be altered upon the grounds of 
prudence and charity; and things defective be ſupplied; and 
things abuſed, be reſlored to their proper uſe ; and things of a 
more 

* Patrick, + Sharpe and Patrick. 


1 A letter to a member of parliament, in favour of the bill 
for uniting proteſtants, 1689, page 2. 
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more ordinary compoſition, be reviſed and improved; whilft the 
doctrine, government, and worſhip of the Church remain in- 
tire, in all the ſubſtantial parts of them ; we have all reaſen 
to believe, that this will be fo far from injuring the church, 
that, on the contrary, it ſhall receive a very great benefit by 
it. And now, my Lords, added the Biſhop, let zny 
© impartial perſon conſider, what was there in ſuch a de- 
© ſign, that could be juſtly eſteemed prejudicial to the 
© conſtitution of our Church? wherein would our canons 
© have ſuftered, if thoſe already made, had been more 
© ſtrongly enforced ; and fome new ones had been added, 
© for the reformation of manners; for the better puniſhing 
© of notorious offenders; and to render our public diſci- 
. © pline more ſtrict and ſevere, This we have been withing 
© for ever ſince the reformation, What harm would it 
© have done our Church, had it now been effected? or, 
© how would our excellent liturgy have been the worſe, if 
a a few more doubtful expreſſions had been changed for 
< plainer and clearer 3 and a paſſage or two, which, 
© however capable of a juſt defence, yet in many caſes 
© ſeent harſh to ſome of our own communion, had either 
© been wholly left at liberty in ſuch caſes, to be omitted; or 
© ſo qualified, as to remove all exceptions againſt them in 
* any caſe, If ſuch collects as are not adapted to the feſti- 
© yals or goſpels, to which they belong, had been made 
© more full and appoſite to both. Tf ſome of the occa- 
© ftonal offices had been enlarged, and new ones added; if 
© there had been a greater variety of prayers, pſalms, and 
leſſons, appointed by authority, inſtead of the compo- 
© ſfitions of private perſons, for the viſitation of the ſick; 
and new forms compoſed for the uſe of priſoners “ for 
© debt or crimes. For the greater ſolemnity of receiving 
. © proſelytes into our church; of reconciling penitents to 
© it, and of rejecting notorious offenders. Theſe were ſome 
© of the main things that were then deſigned.“ And happy 
for the Church of England, had it been then ac- 
compliſhed. | 

For tho', ſays Biſhop Burnet , © our worſhip is the per- 
© feteſt compoſition of devotion, we find in any Church, 
x N E 2 © ancient 

There is an excellent form compoſed by the 1-;4 Biſhops 
in the year 1711, and added to their common prayer, for the 
viſitation of priſoners, and for perſons under ſentence of death : 
and is not this as neceſſary in Figland, as in Ireland? certainly it is. 

+ Hiſt, of his own times, vol. 2. pag. 634. | 
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t ancient and modern; yet the corrections that were 
© agreed to, by a deputation of biſhops and divines in the 


year 1689, would make the whole frame of our Jiturgy 


< ſtill more perfect and unexceptionable ; and will I hope 
© at ſometime or other be better entertained than they were 


© then.” 


From the account then of Biſhops Yate and Burnet, it 


appears that this deſign was begun by Archbiſhop San- 


creſt, at the latter end of King Fames's reign, partly out 
of tenderneſs to the Diflenters, and partly that the Church 
might not be un rovided upon the revzlution, as they were 
at the re/toration ; lo that what was attempted under King 
Iilliam, was but a continuation of what was begun in the 
latter end of the former reign. And becauſe I am delirous 
the common reader ſhould be informed of the chief part of 
this controverſy, and that I may truly anſwer my title page, 
let us next hear what the diſſenters have wrote with reſpect 
to this affair, The account Dr. Calamy gives, is this“: 
„The commiſſioners often met and debated matters, but 
c were deſerted by Dr. Fare and ſeveral others; they drew 
< up ſundry alterations; an exact copy of which I once 
„had, but unhappily loſt, by lending it out. But thus 
© much 1 ſhall venture to ſay, that ſuch amendments as 
© thoſe were, with ſuch an allowance in point of orders, 
« for ordination of presbyters, as is made the 13 Elizabeth, 
© cap. 12. would in all probability have brought in two 
< thirds of the ditenters in England; which being done, 


—_ andat the ſame time a liberty continued to ſuch as could 


© not be comprehended, would have been greater ſervice 
< to religion than can eaſily be imagined.” 

Another diſſenter thus expreſſes himſelff: The 
© gBiſhop of London, (Compton) in his anſwer to the prolo- 
* cutor's ſpeech, told them, that they ought to endeavour 


da temper in things not eſſential to religion; and that it 
vas their duty to ſhew the ſame indulgence and charity 


to the diſſenters under King Milliam, which ſome of 
*« the Biſhops and clergy had promiſed in their addreſſes to 
& King /ames.” But all thele promiſes (ſays Burnet) 
were entirely forgot.“ © It was in vain therefore to refer the 
amcndments of the eccleſiaſtic conſtitution to a number of 
men, who had refolved fo admit of no alterations; and it is 
thought that if the act of toleration had been left to their 


de- 


* Cal abridg. vol. 1, p 447. 
+ Xeal's hilt, of puritans, vol. 4, p. 619, 
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deciſion, it would have miſcarried. The King obſerving 
matters run thus high, broke up the ſeſſions.“ 

This was the laſt fruitleſs attempt for a comprehenſion 
of diſſenters, within the eſtabliſhment ; and ſuch was the 
ungrateful return, that theſe angry churchmen made to 
thoſe who had helped them in diſtreſs! For it ought to 
ſtand upon record, that the Church of England had been 
twice reſcued from the moſt imminent danger, by men of 
thoſe very principles, for whoſe ſatisfaction, they would 
not move a pin, nor abate a ceremony, Firſt in 1660, 
when the presbyterians reſtored the King and conſtitution, 
without making any terms for themſelves; and now again 
at the revolution, when the Church fled for ſuccour to a 
pre:byterian prince, and was delivered by an army of 
fourteen thouſand Hillanders, of the very fame principles 
with the Engl/þ iſſenters; but how uncivilly thoſe troops 
were uſed afterwards, when they had done their work, is too 
ungrateful a piece of hiſtory to rememberF.”. 

I am apt to think, that ſome will be ready to aſk, if the 
alterations propoſed and intended to have been made in 
1689, were ſo advantageous to the Church of England, as 
I have thus repreſented, from ſuch good authorities, why 
were they not accompliſhed and brought to perfection? To 
which 1 anſwer, that prejudice, private views, and re- 
ſentment, interpoſed to prevent it : This evidently appears 
to be true, if we will credita late writer, who alſo gives us 
a particular account of that affair, 

© The majority of the lower houſe having met together 
with reſolutions fully fixed againſt all alterations whatſo- 
ever, obſtructed all further proceedings, and made the 
whole deſign miſcarry. Thoſe who were for the alterations, 
deſigned Dr. Tilht/on, then Dean of St. Paul's, for prolo- 
cutor of the lower houſe, and the court were defirous he 
ſhould be the perſon; hoping, that one of his moderation 
and wiſdom in the chair, woula be able to influence that 
houſe, to concur in promoting thoſe ends, for which the 
convocation was called, But all this was defeated by ſet- 
ting up Dr. Jane Dean of Glaucęſter and regius profeſſor of 
divinity in Oxford, to be his competitor, who carried 
it againſt Dr. Tillotſon, by a great majority. And this man 
as ſoon as he got into the chair, oppoſing every thing that 
was propoſed or intended by the royal commiſſion, was 
the principal occaſion, that nothing ſucceeded®.” 

| | "Lay 
+ . * Life of Dean Prideaux, p. 53,54. 
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© The project of placing him there was firſt laid, and 
aſter wards carried on by the intrigues of two noble lords, 
+ who on account of their near relation to the Quten, ex- 
peed, when the government was at the revo.ution ſet- 
tled on King William and Queen Mary, that they ſhould 
have held ſome of the higher employments under her; but 
in this both being diſappointed, grew diſcontented ; and 


out of reſentment, endeavoured all 7 could, to perplex 
and embarraſs the government, in whic 


they could obtain 
no ſhare; and amongſt other ſchemes for that purpoſe, 
ſet themſelves to baffle whatever was intended by this con- 
vocition. For as ſoon as the convocation was called, and 
thoſe who had wiſhed wel! to it, had expreſſed their deſire 
of having Dr. Tillatſon for prolocutor; theſe two noblemen 
determined to ſet up a competitor againſt him; and having 
pi:ched on the Dean of Glouce/?er, went to Oxford, on pur- 
poſe to work him to their deligns. There they found him 


as Much out of humour as themſelves, on account of a like 


diſappointment, and very ready to join with them in all 
they propoſed. * The reaſon of this diſcontent was, it ſeems, 
that when the Prince of Orarge was at Hungerford, in bis 
march to Lenden, the doctor with three others was ſent 
from the univerſity of Oxferd, to make him an offer of 
their plate, which tho? the Prince handſomely refuſed, the 
doctor thought he had merited whatever he ſhould think pro- 
per to requeſt, and he accordingly asked the Biſhoprick of 
Exeter, which was void by the removal of Lamplugh to 
Tor; and not ſucceeding according to his deſire, (ſor it 
had been promiſed to Trelawney Biſhop of Briſtol) this fo 
far diſguſted him, that he was ever after a protelied enemy 


to K ing William and his government, of which his conduct in 


this affair was a very ſtrong inſtance.” 

Dr. Prideaux, who had great expectations from this 
convocation, hoping, that many things would have been 
done for the advantage of the Church, eſpecially in im- 
proving and amendirg the Liturgy, was much grieved at 
their ill ſucceſs. For were all thoſe places in our Li- 
turgy, which are with any juſtice exccpted againii, cor- 
rected and amended, and what is wanting therein ſupplied, 
as many hoped would have been done by this convecation, 
it is hardly to be doubted, but that all our offices might have 
been rendered ſo compleat, perfect and unexceptionable, 
that not only many of the diſſenters amongſt us, but alſo 

foreign 

+ Clar—, and Romer, 
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foreign Churches of the proteſtant communion, might have 

been perſuaded to introduce them into their public religious 

d aſſemblies, and unite in the ſame form of worſhip, as well 
as in the ſame faith with us *.“ 

* Thus was this grand deſign defeated at that time, by the 

aftifices of crafty men, tho* under a ſanctified pretence of 

religious zeal for the Church. For it is evident, that Dr. 


_e Jane's oppoſition did not ariſe from any apprehenſion of 
d danger to the Church, but was merely the effect of private 
1 refentment, for being diſappointed of a biſhoprick : And 
2 yet this very man did then, as prolocutor, daily join, or 
, appeared ſo to do, in theſe petitions to almighty God. 
* That it may pleaſe thee to inſpire with thy holy ſpirit this con- 
id vocation, to preſide over it, and to lead us into all truth, which 
an is according to godlineſs, And we beſeech thee, that we 
wy who are here met together in thy name, may by thy heavenly 
S grace ſo ſearch out, meditate, handle, and diſcern all things, 


which may promote thy honour and glory, and the gocd of thy 
wi Church, that thy ſpirit, which heretofore did preſide over the 


=. 0 council of the apaſtles, may alſo prefide over this our council, and 
Wi [ lead us into all that truth, which is according to godlineſs ; that 
2 we may only ſerve thee, with a pure worſhip, thro Teſus 
s Chrift our Lord F” When we conſider, from what has 
wil been obſerved, the inconſiſtency of his conduct with theſe 
of petitions ; wiat a mockery of God, and profanation of di- 
1 vine worſhip, was it to adreſs him in this manner. when he 
* had before determined to reject whatever alterations ſhould 
of | be propoſed ? to ſuch temporizing, inſincere practices of 
ang clergymen, muſt in a great mea{ure be imputed, the de- 
2 clenſion of true religion, and the encreaſe of infidelity and 


immorality. The principles of this man ought to be 
7 expoſed, that he may not in ſuch things be imitated by 
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IN others, under a falſe pretended zeal for the Church; and 

in truth, any liturgy is good enough for ſuch perſons, how- 
10 ever imperfect, or defective, A fit man this to be made a | 
ws biſhop ; an admirable example for others to imitate | What : 
_ injury has his conduct in this part done; yet what great . 
* good might his power and influence have procured to the 

oh church, had he followed truth according to godlineſs, and led 

4 the way to our ſerving God, with a nure pure worſhip? 1 

3 


was the rather induced to make theſe obfervations, as it 


* may be a leſſon of caution to others, do avoid the like ill 
5 con- 
* Pridcauzx's life, p. bo, 61. 


+ Vox cleri, p. 59, 60. 
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conduct. For can any ſuch perſon be much valued or eſ- 
teemed? or what muſt any one think to gain by imitating his 
example, unleſs to procure a ſimilar character? perhaps 
ſome may ſay, this is. raking into the aſhes of the dead; 
my anſwer is, no more than for hiſtorians in the characters 
of men, to obſerve their vices with their virtues, and this 
for the benefit of others. 
But, indeed, it muſt be confeſſed, for we have learned 
it from certain experience, that neither the time of the re- 
 floration, nor yet the revolution, was a fit ſeaſon to undertake 
a thing of this nature: not at the ręſforation, becauſe as 
the Diſſenters had behaved with a high hand towards the 
Church of England, ſo they in their turn, when they came 
in power, remembered how they had been injured and o 
preſſed by the oppoſite party, when they ruled, and there- 
fore were too much irritated to make any condeſcenſions 
towards them: nor was this deſign more promiſing of ſuc- 
ceſs at the revolution ; becauſe the new government was 
then but in its infancy. Archbiſhop Sancreſt, and ſome of 
his ſuffragans, were under a ſuſpenſion, who with other 
divines, would not own the government, but were ready to 
fall into a new ſeparation from their brethren ; ſo that it 
was really dangerous then to make any change or altera- 
tion, that might give a pretence of being for the old 
Church, and the old King; and yet it muſt be owned, 
this was not prevented, tho” the other was omitted. But 
the preſent happy juncture is liable to none of theſe objec- 
tions or difficulties ; and were we only in a proper manner, 
to undertake it, we could not fail of ſucceeding in it. 
No attempt has been made ſince 1689, until by a celebrated 
performance, lately publiſhed, where the affair is revived 
| with great force and application * ; a treatiſe wrote with 
* much temper, ſtrength of argument, and good ſenſe; and 
| worthy the peruſal of every curious enquirer. And that the 
reader may have ſome ſmall idea, what the general aim of 
the authors are, (for it is compoſed by ſeveral clergymen of 
the Church of England) it may not be amiſs, to give a 
ſhort account of the performance, as I find it repreſented 
in the monthly review f, an undertaking that is exceed- 
ingly well calculated, to promote uſeful knowledge. 

The deſign of this book is to point out ſuch things in 
| our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, as want to be reviewed and 
1 amended; 
1 * Free and candid diſquiſitions, 1749. 

. 1 Fuh 1749. 
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amended ; a deſign truly excellent, and executed with 


great candor and modeſty. The authors appear to be 
animated with a hearty concern for the interelts of chriſti- 
anity, and the honour and welfare of the Church of Eng- 
land; and they have in the moſt humble and reſpectful 
manner, propoſed ſuch alterations, as would greatly.add to 
ber glory and ſecurity, ſtrengthen her intereſt, render her 
the object of our eſteem, and the cement of our unity.— 
The firſt great point they recommend to the conſideration 
of their governors, is the tranſlation of the bible; which tho? 
they acknowledge in general to be a good one, yet think 
it might be made much better. They juſtly obſerve, that 
we deal with no book, as with the lille; for, that ſince the 
improvement of our language, and the refinement of our 
taſte in literature, we have ſeen beautiful verſions of other 
books of antiquity, their ſenſe clearly expreſt, their ſpirit 
preſerved, the matter and ſubject adorned with all the ele- 
gance and grandeur our language can afford; but that our 
ſacred books, the moſt ancient and valuable of any, are 
denied this favour, and have not common juſtice done 
them, tho? it be abſolutely neceſſary. —They think the ſa- 
cred books might be ranged in more exact order, under 
proper claſſes and diviſions, ſo as to be placed into a regular 
and well compacted narrative, as are other uſeful hiſtories.” 
{ We * ſhall beg leave to add one obſervation to what the 
ingenious authors have ſaid upon this point; that in the 
pre ent tranſlation, there are ſeveral paſſages thruft in, 
which have been fully proved to be ſpurious z in particular, 
I John v. 7. there are three that bear record in heaven, &c. 
has been proved by ſeveral learned men, not to be genuine, 


In the bibles of Henry VIII. and Edward VI. and in Queen 


Elizabeth's bible, 1565, it was inſerted in ſmall letters, and 
ſome times in a parentheſis, to ſhew it was not of equal 
authority with other parts of that epiſtle ; but now it paſſes 
as an undoubted text, tho no further evidence has ſince 
appeared in its favour. The reverend clergy, out of a con- 
ſcientious regard to the ſacred ſcriptures, will ſurely take 
care to purge them of all ſuch injurious additions as this, 
which mutt be allowed to be dubious, if not certainly ſpu- 
rious, and ought to be marked as ſuch, for the obſerva- 
tion of common people.] : 
© The authors then propoſe to have the ſervices, eſpeci- 
ally for ſunday morning, * the length of _ in 
| their 


® The authors of the monthly review. 
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opinion, does not contribute to leſſen the coolneſs and inde- 
votion of the preſent age. They think our worſhip over- 
charged with the too frequent uſe of the Lord's prayer, which 
is enjoined very Lord's day in our ordinary ſervice, when 
no communion, ſeven times; and when a communion, and 
afternoon lecture or ſermon, nine times; beſides what hap- 
pens by baptiſing of infants, and churching of women; 
and tho they highly efteem the Lord's prayer, yet think it 
ought not to be ſo often repeated. As to the Pſalms, they 
believe it would be more agreeable to the primary intent 
of reading them in a congregation, were they not read 
promiſcuouſly, but for the church to ſelect ſuch as are 
beſt underſtood,” and leaſt liable to be perverted. —T he 
ſunday /:/ſons are not well choſen ; fome of them being im- 
proper, ſuch as ſeveral in the levitical books, and the 
apocrypha ; and the diviſions of many of them require re- 
gulation, ſome beginning, others breaking offtoo abruptly.“ 

© The authors next make obſervations on the Athangſian 
creed, . catechiſm, colkcts, &c. As to the Atbanaſian 
creed, they think the reading of it in churches ought to 


be omitted, it exceeding the capacities of moſt who read it. 


They juſtly obſerve, that every thing in Chriſtian worſhip, 
ſhould be plain and intelligible to every common under- 
derſtanding. [And we are perſwaded, ſay the authors of 
the j review, that every conſiderate perſon will be of the 
fame opinion, and earneſtly wiſh to ſee the day, when our 
clergy ſhall be delivered from the burden of uſing this 
creed in the public worſhip, which inſtead of edifying the 


people, manifeſtly tends to miſlead their devotion, and con- 


found their underſtandings. ] As to the Catechi/m, they 
think a larger one neceſſary, ior the inſtruction of youth and 
grown perſons. The cellefs they would have amended, 
there not being a proper connection' in many of them, be- 
tween the introduction and petition. The {tary they ſup- 


poſe to be improperly placed, and would have it reviewed,” 


As to the office of baptiſm, they imagine there are 
many things in it, very obſcure, and of doubtful inter- 
pretation; and ſcem to queſtion whether private bap- 
tiſm, is founded upon primitive antiquity : with regard to 
the burial office they ask, if this office, (excellent in itſelf, 
and admirably adapted to ſuch, as it was originally deſigned 
for) muſt be ſolemnly read, we preſume not to ſay, egre- 
giouſly proſtituted, over the remains of a notorious ill liver, 


or profeſſed unbeliever? and whether, a /eriaus, thoughtful 


cler- 


(35) 

clergyman, can in honour and conſcience do this ? and if he can» 
not, then—but we forbear—intreating men of diſcernment 
to judge of the conſequence, and requeſting, nay, conju- 
ring men of power and. principle, to conſider and relieve 
the diftrefled.* After ſome queries, for a ſupply of occa- 
ſional offices and prayers, * they proceed to make ſome ob- 
ſervations, concerning articles, ſubſcription canons, oaths 
of churchwardens, c. They think our thirty-nine arti- 
cles of religion liable to juſt and reaſonable exceptions, if 
compared with the genuine ſenſe of God's word, as it now 
appears to learned and inquiſitive men, who have examined 
the fcriptures without biaſs, and are properly qualified to 
ftudy them to advantage. They are of opinion, it would 
not be difficult to compile a ſyſtem of divine truths, more - 
agreeable to ſcripture, and leſs burthenſome to the con- 
ſciences of fincere enquirers ; and obſerve, that it has long 
been, and ſtill, is judged by ſome of our wiſeſt governors 
in the church, that the preſent times require a different ſet 
of articles, better adapted to the preſent exigencies.“ 

With regard to forms of ſubſcription, previous to admiſ- 
ſion into the miniſtry, they query, whether thoſe now 
. enjoined, are the moſt likely to attain the ends propoſed ? 
ſince ſuch ſubſcription hath kept out many members of our 
own church, that might have ſhone with peculiar luſ- 
tre, in its facred miniſtry. Whoever has exerciſed 
his thoughts on this matter, muſt obſerve, that the 
impoſition of articles of faith, the inforcing ſubſcriptions ta 
them, inſtead of anſwering the deſign of the impoſers, or 
being of real ſervice to religion, has proved the cauſe of 
contention, ſubverted the peace and unity of the chriſtian 
church, and occaſioned great infincerity among many of 
the ſubſcribing clergy : and ſurely the reflection ſhould en- 
gage all the virtuous and pious part of our reverend clergy, 
who are concerned for the intereſts of truth, the honour 
and ſecurity of the church, and their own charaQters, to 
uſe their beſt endeavours to remove ſo great a hardſhip and 
burden upon themſelves, and get rid of a practice that hath - 
been attended with ſuch fatal conſequences,” 

The authors proceed to ask, if our eccle/raflical courts, 
in their preſent form, anſwer their original deſign and in- 
ſtitution ? whether they at preſent tend to the — of 
our church, or derive any real honour or ſervice to it ?\ or 
whether it would be a loſs or any detriment to our church, 
to be without ſuch courts, 4 at leaſt to have them a 

2 an 
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and regulated; what they ſay concerning diſcipline, is very 
ſenſible, candid, and judicious. For having conſiderably 
enlarged on that head, they obſerve, that the diſcipline 
which we deſire may be reſtored, is no other than the diſ- 
cipline which Jeſus Chriſt and his apoſtles have ſettled ; 
a diſcipline of the gentleſt and moſt mercifu] nature, relat- 
ing to mens ſouls and bodies; and that is, only to diſmiſs 
an unwortty member from the chriſtian communi: y ? 

© They alſo ob erve, that there are diverſe other articles 
very deſerving of notice, but which they care not to med- 
dle with, for fear of giving offence, ſuch are pluralities and 
non-refidence, ſimoniacal contracts; the education of young 
perſons for the miniſtry ; the inſufficient proviſion made for 
ſeveral miniſters, which frequent! occaſions contempt ; and 
the over-ſufficient provition made tor others, which is alſo 
attended with bad conſequences z at the houzhrs of theſe 
grievances, the worthy authors- lay, we can only lament 
and mou: n, ſaying, Lord how long! not being willing to 
expoſe, nor able to redreſs, what may well become the 
wiſdom of a Britiſh ſenate, to conſider and rectify. If theſe 


and the like things are not looked into in time, and a pro- 


per remedy fought, found, and properly applied; it is eaſy 
to foreſee, and we dare venture, tho* with concern to fore» 
te], the ruin of religion in the Church ot England.” 

© And to ſhew the world they have advanced no opinion, 
but what hath been ſufficiently warranted by the beſt 
churchmen, they have added an appendix, wherein they 
confirm their own aſſertions, by the concurring judgment 
and declarations of ſeveral learned men of the Church of 
England; and as we preſume it will be thought by the moſt 
zealous defenders of the eſtabliſhed Church, that the au- 
thors have with great mode{ty, judgment, and candour, 
and in a manner the moſt inoffenſive, and beſt adapted to 
anſwer the end propoſed by them, pointed out many things, 
that much want to be amended; ſo we hope what they 
Have advanced, will tend to induce the clergy, to unite 
their hearts and hands in endeavouring to promote a refor- 
mation, the neceſſity of which the ingenious authors have 
ſo excellently repreſenied.” 

Soon after this was publiſhed, another ſmaller treatiſe 
appeared on the ſame ſubject“; which the author in his 
preface ſays, is an abridgment of his efay for a review of 
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ihe common prayer, which he printed in 1734. The autho⸗ 
having given a ſhort account of the ſeveral tranſlations of t 
bible, and reviews of the common- prayer, he then pro- 
ceeds to evince the neceſſity of the liturgy being again re- 
viſed, produces many good reaſons for it, in particular on 
account of the language being obſolete, and ſupports his 
arguments by the beſt authorities, ſuch as Dr. Nichzlls, 
Deans Prideaux and Stanhope ; and propoſes ſuch alterations 
and amendments, as has been before obſerved from Bithop 
Wake, and which he has inforced by other quotations 
from the moſt eminent writers of the eſtabliſhed Church, 
and very pathetically recommends the deſign to the conſi- 
deration and regard of our governors. 
The happy advantages, ſays he“, to be obtained by a 
tranſlation of the bible, a review of the common prayer 
and canons, after the model recommended by Archbiſhop 
ate, are many and weighty; for it will tend to diſarm 
the papiſts and deiſts of their arguments, taken from the 
preſent ill verſion of ſcripture; ſome expreſſions in the 
litany and church catechiſm, and the inconſiſtency of 
clergymens practices, with their oaths of canonical obedi- 
ence. It will render the worſhip and diſcipline of our moſt 
excellent Church yet more exact, pure and perfect, and 
recommend it to the more general eſteem of all, both at 
home and abroad. It will tend to raiſe a greater ſpirit of 
piety and devotion in the minds of her members; as her 
liturgy and public offices will be more correct and clear in 
expreſhon, and the language more pathetic, and better 
adapted to this preſent time; than which nothing ſeems ſa 
effectually to promiſe a reformation of manners, in 
lives of all perſons. It will make our communion leſs 
liable to objection, and thoſe who unhappily diſſent from 
us, Will entertain more favourable ſentiments of our worſhip 
and ſervice ; if not ſo far as to join therein, yet their preju- 
dices may be removed, and then their love and charity will 
gradually encreaſe towards us. It will confirm and ſtrengthen 
the proteſtant intereſt, and poſſibly encourage a farther re- 
formation in other parts.” | 

A deſign then fo laudable, an undertaking ſo extenſive 
in favour of the proteſtant religion, cannot fail of meeting 
with the general applauſe and approbation, the aid and aſ- 
ſiſtance, the prayers, and good wiſhes of the learned, pious, 
and judicious members of the Church of England, both 


clergy 
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clergy and laity; and none but papifts, and thoſe who are 
averſe to all reformation, can oppoſe what is in itſelf ſo juſt 
and reaſonable ; ſo well calculated to advance the truth and 


purity of religion“. | | 

The author has added a ſpecimen of a new liturgy, which 
affords many proper hints; alſo an excellent letter from a 
clergyman in favour of a review, and a method propoſed to 
prevent diſſatisfaction to the preſent eſtabliſhment, and the 
increaſe of popery in theſe kingdoms. The treatiſe is cu- 
rious, uſeful, and worthy of peruſal. 

But it may not be amiſs to obſerve, that this laſt author 
in his ay for a review of the book of common-prayer, 
had propoſed to have the Athanaſian creed omitted, and to 
uſe inſtead of it the Nicene or Apoſiles creed. He offers 
two reaſons for this; Firſt, becauſe many ſound and or- 
thodox chriſtians of our Church, both clergy and laity, have 
been greatly diſſatisfied with it. Secondly, in regard the 
true faith will be equally ſecured and preſerved among us, 


by the uſe of the other two creeds; either of which, he 
ſays, contains the ſum, ſubſtance, and fundamental arti- 
cles of the chriſtian faith, and this he has fully proved from 
the beſt authorities. Such as Biſhop Taylor, Pearſon, 
Wale, Beveridge; Dr. Hole, Burnet, Ofterwald, King, 
Sc. As the author of the expediency has alſo recommended 
to the attention of our governorsF, the having our univer- 
- fities and ſeminaries of learning, viſited, reformed, and 
better regulated ; in order to enforce that application, I have 
produced the ſentiments of the learned and judicious Dr. 
Prideaux on that head, extracted from an excellent letter 
of his, to the late lord viſcount Townſhend in 1715, which 
may be ſeen at the end. f 
From the preſent attempt, or application, for a further 
reformation in our eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, great expec- 
tations are raiſed, as to the event thereof ; and it is much to 
be wiſhed t, that the governors and guardians of the Church 
would take this matter into their ſerious conſideration, and 
entirely remove ſuch things, as in the opinion of the wiſeſt 
and beſt men, the Church itſelf could ever boaſt of, are in- 
conſiſtent with true prote/tant principles, and greatly pre- 
judicial to the intereſt of religion and virtue; this would 


be the greateſt poſſible ſervice they could do the Church; it 
| | would 
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trould ſecure themſelves a place in the. eſteem of every con- 


ſiderate and virtuous man, and make their names be tranſ- 


mitted with diſtinguiſhed honour to the lateſt poſterity.” 
It might have been expected, that ſo good and excel - 
lent a deſign, as what theſe authors have ſo well 
recommended, and whoſe ſentiments are ſupported by the 
beſt authorities, ſhould meet with no oppoſition, but be 
cordially entertained and embraced, by all who have any 
ſincere affection for the cauſe of truth and religion in gene- 
ral; and for the honour, dignity, and purity of the eſta- 


bliſhed Church in particular. But alas! great is the dege- 


neracy and corruption of our age. We may obſerve men 
cavilling for the ſake of cavil, and a ſpirit of contradiction; 
to prevail with ſome, tho? deſtitute both of reaſon and argu- 


ment, rather than like to be prudently filent. This 


ſeems manifeſtly to be the caſe, as to ſome letters lately pub- 
liſhed in the magazines, which tho' none of them are de- 
ſerving of any particular anſwer, yet in this place it may not 
be amiſs to make a few brief remarks thereon, 

The firſt is a letter in the univerſal magazine“; but as 


the author does not pretend to diſprove any aſſertion, or re- 


fute any one argument made uſe of, in either of the books 
beforementioned, . but only ſtarts a few weak objections 
againſt the new liturgy, propoſed in the latter as a ſpeci- 
men, but not intended by the author to be eſtabliſhed, 
as he declares in the preface; fo that what is urged by the 
letter writer, may juſtly be conſidered as no way deſer- 


ving of any reply. But one thing indeed ſhould be ob- 


ſerved, in juſtice to the author of the new creed, that the 
letter writer's charge, of ridiculous tautology, or an evident 
falfity, which he would fix on that author, was it true, 
does not belong to him, but to the ſcripture itſelf; the 
expreſſion in the new creed, ſeparate from ſinners, being 
the very words of ſcripture, as may be ſeen, Heb. vii. 6. 
Pauſe reader, and conſider how prejudice, prepoſſeſſion, 
and party. zeal will tranſport a man, to run counter to all 
truth, even to argue againſt revelation itſelf, rather than 
let an innocent writer eſcape cenſure, if he ſeems to op- 
poſe his eſpouſed notions. It is to be hoped, before this 
writer publiſhes again, he will more carefully peruſe his 
bible, and alittle more maturely conſider things, _ 
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The next letter in the ſame magazine®, is a performance 
full of paſſion and reſentment, containing a moſt unkind 
and uncharitable miſinterpretation of mens words and ac- 
tions ; a method of writing that will never ſerve any cauſe, 
nor conduce to any good purpoſe, and tends at once to ob- 
ſtruct both information and conviction. His great fear 


ſeems to be, leſt the diſſenters or ſome diſcontented mem 


bers of the eſtabliſhed Church ſhould have their conſciences 
better ſatisfied, by having the liturgy altered and amended, 
and yet ſoon after much doubts, if the propoſed altera- 
tions will reduce the diſſenters to the Church, or quiet the 
minds of our own diſſatisfied members ;* as if we muſt 
not reform and improve our liturgy, and correct what is 
amiſs in any part of our eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhment, unleſs 
it be to pleaſe diſſenters. There is ſo much warmth and 
heat, ſo little reaſon and argument in what he aſſerts, as de- 

ſerves not a particular anſwer. But none need wonder at 
the hery zeal expreſſed in this letter, againſt all alterations 
whatever, even tho' it ſhould tend to reduce the diſſenters 
to the Church, or quiet the minds of our own members, 
when they know and are informed, that his chief reaſon- 
ing and arguments are taken from a book + which oppoſed 
the deſign of a comprehenſion in 1689, a book ſuppoſed 
to be wrote by a non-juror, and who treated Archbiſhop 
Tenniſon, and Dean Prideaux and others, in the rudeſt and 

moſt indecent manner ; a ſpecimen of whoſe candour 19 
conveyed to us in the above leiter; and therefore | appre- 
hend no other reply need be returned to it; and from the 
ſpirit of it, one may reaſonably conclude, it came from the 
ſame quarter, or his allied friends the papiſts. 

The laſt and only letter more, that has fell in my way, 
againſt the deſign before recommended, is in the Gentleman's 
magazine f. The author, unable or unwilling to fefute 
the reaſons for a review, urged in the diſquiſitions, art- 
fully ſhelters himſelf under the arguments formerly made 
uſe of by our clergy, in their debates with the difſenters,? 
and leaves the merits of the cauſe to be diſcuſied by perſons 
of much better abilities. A fine reaſoner this againſt 
no al:erations. 5 

But before I proceed to remark on what he has advanced, 
that may ſeem material to ſome, permit me to obſerve 

| one 
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one thing of our diſſenters ; who it ſeems are a ſet of men, 
exceedingly unhappy, both to themſelves and to our Church. 
They are declared by ſome ſchiſmatics, and as ſuch muſt 
be damned for their ſchiſm. And if we would uſe chriſtian 
Charity, and endeavour to moderate the terms of our 
communion, and open the door of ſalvation to them, as 
a great prelate before obſerved; why truly this muſt not 
be done, for that will endanger our Church; and beſides 
nothing will ſatisfy them, their demands are ſo unreaſona- 
ble; and ſo let them even be damned. This is the ſen- 
tence of ſome good chriſtians, this the charity of ſome 
pious ſons of our Church, as they will thro! miſtake think 
themſelves. Again, if our Biſhops and more moderate 
clergy, would endeavour at a farther reformation in things 
neceflary, only for the benefit of the eſtabliſhed Church; 
why, even here the diſſenter is in the way; the very ar- 
guments uſed againſt the diſſenters muſt be turned againſt 
the governors and ſons of our own Church. How falla- 
cious, how ſhuffling is this conduct! What is this, but 
only to ſet the Church againſt the diſſenter, the diſſenter a- 
gainſt the church. But divide and govern is a true maxim 
with ſome; I may therefore ſay, with the above excellent 
authors of the di/quiitions, O Lord, hem long? I add, ſhall 
ſuch wicked men prevail ? 

„ I return to conſider the writer of this letter, who not 
content to have the breach between our Church and the 
diſſenters continue as it is, but muſt take one ftride farther, 
to render abortive this good deſign of reformation ; and left 
every other argument ſhould fail, he tells us, that were we 
to proceed therein, it will break the union between England 
and Scotland, A bold ſtroke indeed ! But this he ſuppoſes 
will catch the unwary and deluded eaſy. After he has pro- 
duced two paragraphs from the union act; ſays he, it 
ſeems very evident the wiſdom of this (the union) parliament, 
did purpoſe, that the preſent excellent worſhip of our 
Church, ſhould continue unaltered for ever, at leaſt till 
there were an abſolute neceſſity for an alteration, which 
cannot with any colour of truth as yet be pretended, eithe! 
with reſpect to the language, or on any other account 
(one would imagine he had never read the diſqui/itions c 
expediency; or if he had, then it is plain, that truth! 
does not ſeek, nor want to find out) and that it might f 
ever continue, they ordained, that this act ſhould be . 
fundamental and eſſential 15 of the union, | 
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hoped. would never be violated. The liturgy then being a 
fundamental and eſſential part of the ſaid union, it 'ſeemy 
evident the latter can no longer ſubſiſt than the former, 
which is the foundation on which it ſtands, is inviolably 


| preſerved. It is therefore hoped, this project, ſo highly 


deſtructive of the peace and happineſs of the kingdom, 
will not very readily meet with encouragement from the 
preſent parliament, and other prudent governors in Church 
and State, eſpecially from his Majeſty, whoſe juſt ſenſe of 
piety, (on another occaſion perhaps he would ſay he had 
none) will always preſerve him, from breaking the oath he 
ſo ſolemnly made at his coronation, for the honour of 
God, and the full ſecurity and maintenance of our moſt 
valuable and perfect liturgy.” | 

Rare rant and cant this: From what quarter could it 
come ? moſt likely from the ſame as the former letter ; 
and there are many reaſons from his expreſſions to believe 
it ; for what he writes muſt be with a view to deceive and 
impoſe 'on the credulity of the weak and ignorant, ſince 


he could not but well know his reaſoning was mere fallacy 


and deceit, No ſenſible judicious member of the efta- 
bliſhed Church could be the author, - becauſe there are 
none ſuch, who will pretend to ſay, our liturgy is perfect. 
If his atgument proves any thing, it is too much, and 
then it is good for nothing, but to create jealouſies. It 
puts me in mind of faithful Commin in Queen Elizabeth's 
time, who Cheated many deluded people with his ex tempore 
prayers, his zealous and heavenly conduct, and afterwards 


. Was detected of having a licence from the fraternity of 


Jeſuits, to preach what doctrine that ſociety pleaſed, for 
dividing Proteflants*. It is well known that they can be 
Puritan, a Church of Englandman, a Methodiſt, and 
why not a pretended Church of Englandman ? They can 
perſonate any party, and exerciſe any trade and profeſſion 
to anſwer their character, as miffionaries to the Church of 
Rome; and there is nothing they ſo much dread, nothing 
ſo greatly damps their hopes of ſucceeding in their cauſe, 
as à further reformation in religion. The author of the 
expediency, and many others have given us fair warning of 
this. | * 
But left this letter writer ſhould gain his ends, on the 
more ignorant and leſs diſcerning, it may be prudent to 
make a few obſervations on what he has advanced, with 
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reſpect to the union, and the coronation oath; and muſt 
it be proved, what almoſt every one knows, that the ſame 
powers which enter into an agreement, can, whenever 
they pleaſe, was there occaſion for it, diſannul and makg 
it void, eſpecially after ſo ſolemn an act, as that of the uni- 
formity, has in part been repealed by the act of toleration. 
Let us then hear, what a learned divine, and one no way 
obnoxious, ſays, on the occaſion, 

© As in z#ncorporate unions, it commonly happens, that 
the fundamental articles are declared b the contracting par- 
ties to be unalterable; it hath been queſtioned, whether 
the new ſovereignty can alter ſuch articles without diſ- 
ſolving the union. The difficulty ariſes from the nature 
of the convention. Two independent ſtates unite in one, 
on certain conditions, declared, by the contracting parties 
to be unalterable: When theſe to ſtates are equal, a new 
one ariſes from their incorporation, compoſed of the other 
two ; when unequal, the leſs is melted down into the more 
powerful: As in this latter caſe one only of the contracting 


powers, now ſubſiſts; ſo in the other, neither of them. 


Now good faith requires, that all contracts ſhall exiſt, till 
diſſolved by the mutual conſent of the contracting par ties 
themſelves; but here the contracting parties are no longer 
in being ; ſo that theſe articles of union would ſeem to be 
perpetual, tho' that condition has not been expreſly ſtipu- 
lated : On the other hand, the inceſſant flux of human 
things neceflitates ſociety, in courſe of time, tö make 


changes in the moſt fundamental parts of the conſtitution. 


This is the difficulty, which ſeems not to be well ſolved, 
in only recurring to the common power of the ſovereignty, 


of repealing and changing the laws, whoſe very title indeed 


ſhews the abſurdity of an irrevecable law; as ſuch would 
tend to deſtroy the very power which puts it in force.. 
To juſtify any alteration therefore, we muſt have recourſe 
to the rights of ſociety itſelf, Contracts between indepen- 
dent ſtates are of the ſame nature as thoſe between indivi- 
duals; now a number of individuals, more or leſs, agree in 
the ſtate of nature to form themſelves into civil ſociety. 
The form of government agreed upon, is between indivi- 
duals; where the conſent of every one is neceſlary to make 
himſelf ſubje& to it. This form they declare to be wnalte- 
rable, After this follows a ſecond convention, in which 
protection and allegiance are mutually promiſed by ſovereign 
and people ; whereby the 13 parties, in the firſt 

2 Con- 
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( 44) 
convention, became annihilated ; and as in the firſt agree - 
ment, the conſent of every one was neceſſary; ſo in the 
ſecond, the majority is ſufficient. Now whoever doubted 
but this new created body has a right of altering the form 
of government? for the neceſſity which ariſes from the na- 
ture of things, requiring an alteration, and the contracting 
parties being no longer exiſtent, their ſurvivers muſt needs 
be deemed their ſubſtitutes on whom all their power is 
devolved*,* From this reaſoning it evidently appears, that 
the union act is not unalterable ; nay, I will even prove 
that it has been altered in matters eccleſiaſtical, without 
endangering the union. ü 
This leads me to conſider what has been practiſed ſince 
the union, let the bands of it be ever ſo ſtrictly connected; 
and if it appears that the parliament of Great-Britain have 
already made any alteration in the union act, with reſpect 
to the Church ot Scotland, why may they not do the ſame, 
as to what concerns the Church of England. In the union 
act is a clauſe, that the worſhip, diſcipline, and government 
of the Church of Scotland, ſhall continue without alteration 
to all generations; ard yet in the 10th of Queen Anne, an 
act paſſtd for the toleration of thoſe of the epiſcopal commu- 
nion in Scotland, whereby the act made in 1695, which 
prohibited epiſcopal miniſters to baptize or marry, was re- 
pealed ; and by which it was declared, that no pain or for- 
feiture ſhould be incurred by any pe. ſons, by reaſon of ex- 
' communication by the Church judicatories of Scotland. In the 
ſame pzrliament, alſo an aa made in 1690, concern- 
ing pa ronages in Scotland. ſo far as it concerned the pre- 
ſentati n of miniſteis, by beretors and elders, was made 
void; as alſo another to the ſame purpoſe, made 1 Milliam 
III. where the right of preſentation is Churches, and diſpen- 
- ſing vacant ſlipends to pious uſes, was ſettled and confirmed in 
the patrons, and the presbytery obligea to recerve ſuch miniflers. 
And I ſhould be glad to know, if the repeal of three acts of 
' parliament in favour of the epiſcopal Church in Scotland, 
who are diſſenters from the eſtabiſhed Church there, which 
 Ispreſbytery, in ſo eſſential a part tuo, as the exemp!ing per- 


ſons irom the Church judicatories in Scotland, and altering 


a point ſo tender, as that of patronages, has ever been ſince 
conſidered, or realiy is, any breach of the union act? If not, 
why ſhall a review of our liturgy, our canons, and articles, 
to render them more exact, correct and perfect, in the man- 

| ner 
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1 
ner before propoſed and recommended, by ſo many biſhops 
and divines of the Church of Engiand, be eſteemed more a 
breach of the union, or cf the King's coronation oath, 
than what has already been done, by Queen Anne and her 
parliament, in the above inſtances. Nay, did not the 
Triſb Biſhops in their ſynod, in the year 1711, as before ob- 
ſerved, publiſh two forms of prayer, one for priſoners confi- 
ned for debt,the other for condemned perſons,and did ever any 
one from thence imagine, that the union is thereby diſſolved; 
or that the Churches of England and Ireland have been in 
danger by that neceſſary improvement in the Jriſb liturgy ; 
and which, with ſome other alterations, we are now re- 
queſting may be done in England. In ſhort, no acts of 
parliament, which do not alter the conſtitution of either 
Churches, can truly be conſtrued to be any breach of the 
union, 


Permit me to examine this point yet more minutely : 


and let it be admitted, that by the union act, the eſtabliſh- 


ment and preſervation of the Church of England, and the 
doctrine, worſhip, diſcipline and government thereof ſhall 
remain, and be in full force for ever; yet will any be fo 
weak or unreaſonable, as to ſay, that all this will not be 
true, and the act ſtill remain in the ſame force, tho' ſome 
alterations ſhould be made in our liturgy, our articles and 
canons, in ſuch things as want to be altered, rectified and 
amended, Is a book that paſſes thro? ſeveral impreſſions, 
and in the laſt edition is conſiderably improved, by juſt and 
reaſonable additions, corrections and amendments, not the 
ſame book, as that of the firſt edition, and likewiſe of the 
fame force and efficacy ? or, rather is it not more ſo? The 
free and candid diſquiſitions afford a recent inſtance of it; 


which is greatly improved by the additions made in the laſt 


edition. And is not the ſame worſhipand government, ſtill ſub- 
fiſting in our Church now, as at the reformation ; tho our 
bible has been tranſlated five times in ſeventy-two years, and 
the common prayer reviewed no leſs than ſixteen times, 
within one hundged years, fince it was firft compiled? and 
yet many and great have been the alterations in both. To 
eſtabliſh this truth, which is material; let us take the ſen- 
timents of Dr. Nicholls on this point, in his addreſs to Queen 
Anne, prefixed to his commentary on the common prayer, 

he thus expreſſes himſelf, | 
This is that book, which the firſt compilers thereof, 
ſealed with their blood, That baz#, which your _— 
| grand- 
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grandfather King Charles I. choſe rather to die a martyr 


| for, than to purchaſe his own ſecurity, by agreeing to the 


fubverſion of this, and to the eſtabliſhment of another me- 
thod of public worſhip.— This admirable form of worſhip, 
has been to all the ſincere members of our communion, their 
— comfort under their ſevereſt afflictions, which they 

ave undergone for the ſake of it; when they were forced 
out of their native country, by the perſecutions raiſed a- 
gainſt them by the papiſts, in Queen Marys reign, and by 
the ſectaries in the late uſurpation.” And, ſurely, if our 
common prayer and form of worſhip is the ſame now, as 
it was in Queen Mary's reign, notwithſtanding the ſeveral 
alterations that have been made therein ; what reaſon can 
be aſſigned, why it ſhould not be ſtill deemed ſo, were the 
alterations made as propoſed in 1668, and 1689? or ſuch 
others as might be judged neceſſary by proper authority t 
or why muſt. any ſuch improvements of our liturgy be a 
breach of the union, or an injury to our church, when the 


- very thing will naturally tend to eſtabliſh and preſerve it, 


in its fundamental and moſt eſſential parts? I, therefore, 
hope no more will be required, in anſwer to what has been 
as yet advanced in the magazines, againſt the deſign recom» 

mended by the authors of the diſquiſitions. ; 
Having thus, in a conciſe manner, repreſented the ſeve- 
ral reviews of our liturgy, the alterations and improve- 
ments that have been made therein at different times ; alſo 
the frequent attempts ſince then, and even now, at this 
preſent conjuncture, in favour of the deſign, recommend- 
ing to us, the example of our anceſtors, to proceed in the 
ſame way, and ſupply their omiſſions and overſights, in or- 
der to perfect by degrees, what the circumſtances of times 
and perſons, would not permit them prudently to do all at 
once; let us then from conſidering facts and the truth of 
things, turn our thoughts inward, and examine what the 
Nill voice of reaſon, and common ſenſe, will dictate to 
us, in favour of another review of our, lyurgy and eccleſi- 
aſtical conſtitution ;z that by reaſonable and proper altera- 
tions and improvements, we may ſo amend and rectify 
whatever is amiſs, as to make the whole more perfect and 
complete. And, ſurely, this is an undertaking very conſo- 
nant and agreeable both to reaſon and common ſenſe. And 
let us but act upon the ſame principle, of ſhewing a pro- 
per care and reſpec towards religion, in the external parts 
of its worſhip, as we do in other matters, that are of a 
| tem- 
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temporal concern, and we need not deſire more to ſup- 
port our argument in the. preſent caſe. When evils or 
abuſes happen in the ſtate, both our hearts and heads are 
immediately employed, to propoſe, and offer methods to 
have them redreſſed? what pains will be taken, what diffi- 
culties encountered, in contrivances, applications, and at- 
tendances to gain the favourite point? nothing omitted that 
can tend to accompliſh the deſign? how frequent is it to 
alter and amend our acts of parliament; and thoſe concern- 
ing bankrupts, and the poor, are remarkable inſtances of 
it; and was our civil conſtitution ever thought to be endan- 
gered by ſuch proceedings? But, ſurely, if the civil power 
appears ſo careful and ſollicitous to have all abuſes, and 
whatever is amiſs, rectified and prevented in the ſtate, 
ought not the governors of the Church, to be as diligent 
to do the ſame in the church, as being its ſpiritual guar- 
dians ? And for God's ſake, let me ask why we 
ſhould not act the fame rational part, with reſpect to 
the affairs of religion? why may not what is amiſs in the 
act of uniformity, be repealed and altered, as well as what 
ia ſo in other acts of parliament ? is religion of leſs mo- 
ment or concern to us than that of the ſtate ? Indeed one 
would imagine ſo, conſidering the little efteem we expreſs 
towards it. Again, Wo 
When a book, in any fort of knowledge, is publiſhed, 
the utmoſt care is taken, to have the ſubje& expreſſed, in 
language clear and perſpicuous, and the whole performance 
made as exact and correct, as the author's ability can ren- 
der it. With what caution and circumſpeQion is 
thought, every expreflion weighed in the ſcale of truth and 
reaſon, before it ſhall be expoſed to public view? and if 
any error-eſcapes obſervation, how will all honeſt enqui- 
rers after truth, rejoice and be truly thankful to that per- 
ſon, who will endeavour to convince them thereof? and 
in all ſubſequent editions, with what follicitous care is 
every {lip or miſtake altered and amended, that it may ap- 
pear ſtill more perfect and complete? and what reaſon can 
be aſſigned that there ſhould not be the ſame or greater 
care taken, in what relates to the doctrines of religious 
truths, and the parts of religious worſhip ? Are we to 
permit miſtakes in the tranſlation of our bible, in the lan- 
uage of our public daily prayers, in the offices of the 
hurch, to continue and remain without correction, only 
becauſe it concerns matters of religion? ſhould we enjoin 


our 
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eur liturgy and articles, to be ſubſcribed in the moſt ſolemn 
manner, when, at the very time, the moſt learned and 
beſt men of our Church, with great ingenuity admit, that 
many particulars require alteration and amendment ; not 
only in regard to the change of language in our liturgy, 
which is very material; but alſo with reſpect to the articles 
of religion; many of which, in the opinion of the moſt 
judicious, are not now received in the ſame ſenſe, as when 
firſt compoſed and enjoined. Will the obliging people, to 
comply with what feems doubtful and uncertain, tend to 
make them devout, ſerious, and ſincere in their devotion ? 
for how can I with truth confeſs to God, that there is no 
health in me? when the fact is quite the reverſe. How can 
we in the commination declare, that we wiſh the ancient 
diſcipline of the Church was reſtored, and yet uſe no en- 
deavours to have it effected? is this conſiſtent with the ſerious 
exhortation, that is then pronounced, and on a very ſolemn 
occaſion ? or can papiſts really believe us ſincere in denyin 
tranſub/tantiation, and the real preſence, when we inſtru 
our children in the catechiſm, that the body and blood 0 
Chriſt, are verily and in deed taken and received by the fait 
ful in the Lord's ſupper ? or be convinced we reject their 
doctrine of abſolution, ſo long as our Church retains theſe 
words in her liturgy, © / abſolve thee from all thy fins,” 
With as little ſincerity can ſeveral expreſſions in the offices 
of baptiſm and burial, be ſaid by any one v. To refer us to 
a different and contrary meaning from the literal, from 
that which we offer to Almighty God on ſuch occaſions, f 
is trifling, and no way to the purpoſe. Nay, we may as 

well uſe another language, or any other the moſt contrary 
expreſſions, as be obliged mentally to interpret the petitions 

we join in, differently from their accuſtomed and uſual 
meaning. Therefore will not reaſon and common ſenſe 
plead for an alteration in all ſuch things? it is ſurprizing, 

that any perſons ſhould oppoſe it. Out of a decent reſpect 

to religion, and for the glory and honour of the eſtabliſhed 
Church, let me ask, who would diſpute or quarrel among 
themſelves for only endeavouring to addreſs an earthly Sove- 

reign in terms the moſt reſpectful, rational, pertinent, and 

leaſt ambiguous, if they were deſirous, with ſincerity, to 


expreſs their real affection, and true allegiance ! and can we 
think 


® This point is more particularly conſidered, in the clergy- 
man's letter, printed at the end of the expediency and neceſſity of 
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think, the King of Kings ! and Lord of Lords, will require leſs 


at our hands? or, like that we ſhould ſay one thing in words, 
and have another very different meaning in our hearts and 
minds! one would really imagine then, that no one wh» is en- 
dued with ſerious principles of religion, and duly conſiders 
what has been alledged, can be againſt alterations in, and 
an improvement of our liturgy, articles and canons. 

But it may not be amiſs here briefly to conſider ſame of 
the moſt material objections, that were made to this under- 
taking in 1689, and the anſwers that were returned 
thereto, which may have their u'e at this time, And 
firſt, it was objected, that altering any thing in a well 
conſtituted Church, was like plucking a beam out of a 
well built houſe, which cannot be done without endanger- 
ing the fabric. It was anſwered, if ail had been of this 
mind, we could never have reformed from popery, becauſe 
this argument would have been as ſtrong again!t all altera- 
tions then, as now.“ Permit me further to reply to this 
objection; the compariſon o which is not fairly fta.ed. That 
a houſe may want to be r-paired, and have alterations made, 
without plucking a beam out; and a well conſtituted 
Church, may allo require to be altered and amended, with- 
out injuring the foundation, What weight then is there in 
this objection ? unleſs to pluck a beam out of a houſe is ne- 
ceſſary to repair it. But the alterations before mentioned, 
ſo far from deſtroying our Church, will tend greatly to 
improve and ſtrengthen it. 

It was objected, if alterations were begun, there was no 
knowing where to ſtop : the anſwer w.s, when any 
thing propoſed, was not fit to be done. It was objected, 
they that want alterations, will be ſtill craving more: it 
was anſwered, that denying them what was juſt and fit to 
be granted, was giving them a great advantage. It was 
objected, that changing was reproachtul : it was anſwered, 
it was much more reproachtul, obſtina ely to retiſt a 
change, when there are good reaſons for it, It was ob- 
jected, there was no reaſon to endeavour to gratify the d 
ſenters, who were obſtioate an perverſe : the anſwer was, 
it therefore became them to act like prudent phyſicians, 
who de not pre ſentiy leave a pee+ ith patie..t, but nudy to 
ſuit his palare and humour, A modern difſe..ter gives this 
furcher aniwer to the objection. -* But was it ever tried? 
Did the convocation, or pariiament, make a ting'e abate- 
ment from the year 1662, to this time? Ii the experiment 


had 
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had been tried, and proved ineffectual, the blame might 
have been laid on the diſſenters ; but to call them peeviſh 
and obſtinate, without offering them any, even the ſmalleſt 
alterations, is an abuſe of language. Was there no obſti- 
nacy and peeviſhneſs on the fide of the Church, in retreat- 
ing from ſo many promiſes, without a ſingle offer ?. But 
as trifling as theſe objections were; and notwithſtanding the 
anſwers, which were more at large, returned to them, 
by ſome eminent perſons of our Church, it moved not 
thoſe, who had ſized their ne plus ultra, and would not 
ftir a ſtep, beyond what their fathers had done.“ 

I hope what has been offered, is ſufficient to prove the 
reaſonableneſs, neceſſity, and even ſafety, of having our 
liturgy, articles and canons, reviſed and altered ; and this 
not as my own opinion only, but as the ſentiments of our 
molt eminent Biſhops and divines, expreſſed and declared by 
them, at diſtant times, and on different occaſions. And 
can we think it juſt, or reaſonable, that their judgment, 
and honeſt endeavours, to promote a farther reformation 
among us, - to rectify and amend what is amiſs in our litur- 
gy, and eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, ſhould be diſregarded by 
us, ſlighted, and rejected? Or, muſt we pay more defe- 
rence and attention to ſome indiſcreet, and miſtaken zea- 
lots, the only advocates, as they pretend to be, for our 
Church, than to its Biſhops and governors, to thoſe great 
men, who have withſtood pepery and preſbytery ; who 
were the ornaments of it, when living, and whoſe pious 
memory will, by all good and religious perſons, be eftee- 
med and venerated to the lateſt poſterity ? ſurely, the one 
ought not to be put in competition with the other. Let not 
prejudice or party prevail to determine the point ; but let 
matters of fact, reaſon and common ſenſe, bear ſway. 
Let us ſhew ourſelves men and chriſtians, lovers of 
truth, act impartially, be ſincere and conſiſtent proteſtants. 
Then may we expect true religion to encreaſe, the Church 
of England to flouriſh, and become glorious throughout the 
earth. Then will deim, imfidelity, and its inſeparable 
companion popery, naturally leſſen, and, it may be hoped, 
diſappear in our nation. For if we perform our duty, we 
have no cauſe 'to doubt, but God will do his part, and 
beſtow a bleſſing on our juſt and prudent endeavours, 


If 


„Neal. hiſt. puritans, vol. 4, page 615. 
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Andif ever we would have true religion to flauriſh and en- 
creaſe in our land; if ever we would have deiſm, immo- 
rality and popery, to be rooted out ; it muſt be done chiefly 
by having our religious worſhip as pure and perfect as poſſi- 
ble; our articles of religion clear and certain ; few in 
number, and conſonant to ſcripture, rightly tranflated 
from the original, For until theſe things are effected, 
there are ſome who think, that thoſe who are enemies to 
all ſerious religion, will ſcarce believe our Biſhops and ciergy 
to be greater friends to revelation and reformation, or more 
religious than infidels themſelves. But this, Gcd forbid ! 
however, when once they find our tranflatioa is ren- 
dered more agreeable to the original ; that our articles of 
religion are in all parts more conſonant to the ſcripture, as 
now underſtood by the help of learned men; not contain- 
ing any diſputable points, but only ſuch as are abſolutely 
neceſſary to ſalvation to be believed, and ſubſcribed ; that 
our canons are made more proper, fit and ſuitable to the 
preſent times; that our public offices of divine worſhip are 
as to method, and expreſſion, rendered more rational, ſe- 
rious and devout, When theſe particulars ſhall be once 
done, what an alteration may we net. reaſonably expect, 
under God, both in men and things? To expreſs our 
zeal, our warmth, and even our prejudices, in tavour of 
what i is ſo laudable, ſo commendable, and praiſe-worthy, 
may tend to make our inſidels become believers; and per- 
haps papiſts, to turn proteſtants. This will, however, 
more fully convince them, that we are real Chriſtians, and 
true Church of England: men. This will tend more to the 
conviction of their errors, than if all our Biſhops and di- 
vines were to write againſt them. What a bleſſed omen 
would this be to the Church militant, to the peace of our 
Sion, to the felicity of this nation ! I want words to exp: eſs 
the ſentiments of my heart, to inforce in the moſt pathe- 
tic, the moſt moving, and perſuaſive manner, this noble 
deſign; and thereby to influence and prevail on the minds 
of others, moſt heartily to join in promoting what will ſo 
highly conduce to God's honour and glory, and the ſincere 
pract: ce of true religion, 

Poſtibly ſome will ſay, that theſe things have already 
been attempted, and as the convocatioh rej: Aed all propo- 
ſals of this nature, in 1689; ſo it may be the ſame caſe 
now ; and that this will only be a means of creating new 


heats and animoſities among us; and therefore it is beſt to 
H 2 let 
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let things remain as they are. In anſwer to this you will 
remember, that I have before aſſigned good rea ſons, why 
neither the re/loration nor the revolution were any proper 
times or ſeaſons for ſuch an uncertaking: But, thank God, 

this is. not the preſent caſe, for party prejudices are now 
greatly abated, being perhaps as few as ever can be expected; 

and be! des, we dave no war to encounter with, but are 
in a pcacefu} happy ſtate; no diſputes with diſlenters, no 
demauds frm them, no condeſcenſions expected to be made 
them, the being eaſy and well coi:tented under the tolera- 
tion: So that gur preſent ſituation, ſo entirely different from 
any former une, is a moſt ſtrong and powerful argument 
for procceding in the deſign at this preſent junQure. 

And as to the inconveniences that may poſlibly attend 
the conſulting the cor vocation, abvut the affair, that dif- 
ficulty may be caſily removed by having it done without 
them. This being the very method which was practiſed at 
the reformition, and ever ſince, till the act of unif rmity 
in 1661; fer ail the reviews made before that time, were 
done by virtue of a royal commiffon, without a convoca- 
tion; and if legal then, why not now *? ard tho? Biſhop 
Tulictjon in 1689; was tor referring this matter to a convo— 
cation, yet Jam v ell informed, that both he and Cthere re- 
pen: cd it; and it is the with of many, that when the next 
ſavourable opportunity offers for ſuch an attempt, and it 
may be hoped now is the time; a more proper method 
wiil be taken, with mote vigour and leſs formal ty. The 
reformation had never been brought about, had it been left 
to- a convocation z nor any ſurther proceſs made therein, 
but by a true Zngl;/b parliament. It th:y once hea'tily eſ- 
pouſe and ſet about it, the thing may eaſil be effected. 
Nor ſhould we regard the reflection of Papifis, who ſay, 
our reformation was chiefly founded upon parliamentary au- 
thority, For why are we tc. be GireCted by them? They 
will not own the legality of our civil eſtabliſhment, no more 
than our eccleſiaſtical ; and would giadly ſubvert and deſ- 
troy both, was it in their power. Is there the leaſt reaſon 
then for us to mind their objections, or to be influenced by 
their ſalſe ſuggellions? Not that this need or ought to be 
done by the parliament alone; for let the heads of the 
Church be the chief ad: ifers and ditecturs of this affair. 

[ ther<fore would humbly propoſe, that his Majeſty will 
be pleaſed to grant his royal commiſton in the ſame man- 


ner 


* Nicholls defence, p. 11, 12, 116. 


(53): 
ner as King William did, appointing therein all our Biſhops 


and Deans, together with ſuch of the lower houſe of con- 
vocation, as are returned for the two univerſities, to be 
the commiſſioners ; and that whatever alterations the ma- 
jority of them ſhall judge neceſſary to be made, Mod be e a= 
bliſned by an act of parliament. And ſureiv, what the 
| Biſhops, who are governors of our Church, and their . chief 
Presbyters, agree vpon, whoſe judgments ought to be moſt 
regarded, will not I hope be thought by the judicivus, 
wiſe, and underſtanding, to have the leaſt tendency to en- 
danger the conſtitution of our Church; but that on the 
contrary, all ſuch alterations as they ſhall determine upen 
and direct to be made, will be moſt reſpectfully rece: ved 
and entertained. Or ſuppoſe, that whatever ſhould be ſet- 
ted and agreed upon by the commiſſioners, was to be 
firſt publiſned by them, to ſee what reaſonable objections 
could be made thereto; and that the Archbiſhops of each 
province would be pleaſed to iſſue circular letters to the 
Biſhops of each dioceſe, deſiring them to enjoin ſuch of 
their clergy, as are returned to the lower houſe of convo- 
cation, to tranſmit to their reſpective dioceſans, within a 
limited time, their ſentiments of ſuch alterations, as are 
propoſed by the commi:iioners, (the ſame to be in writing 
ſubſcribed by them) teſtif ing either their approbation 
thereof, or offering their reaſons and objections, to any 
part they may diſlike ; and whatever ſhall be ſo tranſmitted 
to every Biſhop by ſuch part of their clergy, to be laid be- 
fore the commiſſioners at a general meeting, that ſo they 
may conlider whether there be any thing material, or of 
weight and moment, in what may be ſuggeſted by the 
lower houſe of convocation ; and for the commiſſioners 
then to make ſuch alterations in what they had before pub- 
liſhed, as after cxamination, ſhould appear to be juſt and 
reaſonable; aud then to have it formally paſs the convocation, 
or otherwiſe be eſtabliſned by act of parliament, As this 
may very ealily be done, ſo it will be a good expedient 
to prevent any danger of clamour or conteſt, that might 
poſſivly attend the meeting of a convocation at firſt ; and 
is alio very conſiſtent with the method frequently taken by 
the houſe of commons, who order many bills to be printed, 
before they further proceed therein; that ſo any difficulties 
or odjections, eſcaping their obſervation, may be made and 
propoſed, in order to be more ſully weighed, and more ma- 
turely conſidered, ä 
| T his 


( 54 ) 


This method will alſo tend to ſolve and obviate one grand 
_ objection, that has been often ſuggeſted; I mean, that 
when an attempt to alter things in the Church is once be- 
gun, no one Can promiſe where it will end. But by this 
means, every one will ſee what is intended, before any 
thing becomes binding and obligatory ; and be indulged to 
make uſe of a reaſonable liberty, by propoiing in a decent 
and reipeCtful manner, what may appear to them juſt, 
fit, and proper to be taken into conſideration ; and all this 
may be aseatily cffected within the compals of one year as of 
twenty, And as to the legality of proceeding in ſuch an 
affair, even without a convocation, I will endeavour to 
evince the certainty ot this from very good authorities; and 
indeed, ſuch a procedure, would be in fact, not only fol- 
lowing the example of our firſt reformers, but be a juſt 
vindication of what they did. | 
* © The debates (ſays Burnet) with the Puritans, and 
the diſciplinarian controverſy, was that which occaſioned 
great heats during Queen Elizabeth's reign : But the con- 
vocation never meddled with this, it was left wholly with 
the Queen; ſhe appointed ſome Biſhops and others of the 
clergy, who were of the high commiſſion, to ſettle rules in 
'thole matters: They aid it, and their deciſions are printed 
in the later ediiions of Biſhop Sparrow?'s collection. So 
here a matter of very great conſequence was ſettled by a 
few Biſhops and others, acting by the Queen's commiſſion, 
and this was the rule that the Church was governed by, till 
the late civil wars. The Puritans never objected that this 
wanted the ſanction of a convocation.” | 
© The next ſubject of diſpute was, during a great part of 
King James I's reign, and all King Charles 's time till 
the war, concerning Prede/tination : In this the Calvini/ts 
appealed to the articles, and ſeemed to have a ſtrong plea 
for them. This was a point of doctrine, and the diſpute being 
about the ſenſe of articles that had been agreed on in convoca- 
tion, it ſeemed very natural to make the appeal to that body; 
but this was not done; our Kings made declarations in this 
matter, and gave directions to the Biſhops. It was gene- 
rally thought that in King Fames's reign, the much greater 
number ot both houfes, were the followers of St. Auſtin's 
doctrine, if not Calvin's; yet I never found it among the 
complaints of the angry men then, that the deciſion of 
the matter was not left to a convocation ; and among -- 
| | [ne 
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the remonſtrances, how warm ſoever, that were voted in 

the houſe of commons, I do not find this was ever named, 

nor is Archbiſhop Land ever charged with this, tho” that 

was a time, in which all his actions were ſeverely deſcanted 

on.” | | | | 

* Thus it appears, that for above one hundred and forty 1 
years, the crown has been in poſſeſſion of a right of making | 
uſe of a convocation, or of ſettling matters of religion with- 4 


out it, at diſcretion. Queen Elizabeth made uſe of one to | lf 
ſettle our doctrine, and little more was done in convoca- 4 
tion in her time. King James I. made uſe of one to make ) 


a body of canons, but took all other matters under his own 
care. King Charles I. followed the ſame methods.“ } 
Again ſays the Biſhop, it is highly becoming thoſe 
with whom the legiſlature is lodged, to conſult the clergy, 
either in one or more bodies, or otherwiſe, as they think fit ; 
that ſo all things may be well weighed and duly prepared, 
before any law is made relating to them; but if this caution # 
ſhould not be obſerved, yet unleſs laws ſo made, are contrary 
to any of the laws that were given the world by Chriſt and his 1 
apoſtles, they muſt be ſubmitted to and obeyed ; in con- ? 
ſequence to the general obligation, that lies on all men to 
be ſubje& to the government, by which they are protected 
which is likewiſe one of the laws of our religion, let every - > 
one be ſubject to the higher powers. | 
*© The truth is, ſays Biſhop J/ake, the very conſtitution b 
of our parliament, were men willing to be convinced, is 1 
of itſelf an irrefragable argument to prove, that the con- 8 
vocations, of which we are now diſcourſing, were never A 
deſigned to be either any part of it, or any attendant of it. 
For by that, the tate of the clergy is ſummoned together 
with the laity, as the repreſentative body of the whole clergy 
of the realm; and was intended to appear on their behalf 
there. To this great council they have had their writs of 
ſummons ever fince the time of King Edward J. and in obe- 
dience to thoſe writs, they continued for ſeveral reizns, to 
come to it, There they acted in a national body under their 
prelates, with the other eſtates in parliament; and had 
not their own wilfulneſs forced our Princes upon other mea- 
ſures, there had never been any ſuch meetings, as thoſe of 
our preſent convocations known in our country, In ſhore, 
to this great aliembiy of the three ęſlates oi the realm, the 
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0 clergy are flill called by the King's writs, as they ever have 
: been; and the Biſhops do ſtill continue to come, and 1 
think no demonſtra ion can be clearer than this, in a mat- 
ter of this nature; that the eſtate of the clergy being called 
nationally to parliament by the King's parliamentary writs ; 
and being by virtue thereof, an e/ential part of that great 
council, and repreſented there, the parliament is thereby com- 
pleat in its eccl:fraftical, as well as in its lay members; and 
has no need of any other afſembly of the clergy to make up the 
integrity of it, This I am ſure muſt be allowed; or (to 

omit ſuch other inconveniencies as will attend a” contrary 
aſſertion) it muſt be granted, that our parliament for the 

firſt two hundred years, were a very defective body; in alt 

which time not one parliament in ten had either of the con- 
vocations called together with it; nor one in twenty, if 

in thirty, had both*.”” 

* The clergy then, as well as the Biſhops, are to be 
conſidered under a double capacity, as members of the 
provincial convecations of Canterbury and York, and as mem- 
bers ef the parliament of England, ſummoned by the King's 
writs to that great council, and making up together with 
Biſhops and prelates, one of the chiefeſt eſtates of itÞ. 
Thus much, I believe may warrantably be aſſerted, that as 
the King has power, without a convocation, to make and 
publiſh ſuch injunctions as he ſhall think the neceſſities of 
the Church to require, ard to command the obſervance of 
them ; ſo he may with the advice and confent of his parliament 
much more, not only make what eccleſiaſtical laws he ſhall 

| think fitting, for the diſcipline of the Church, but make ſuch 
| | uſe of the convocation, and the reſolutions agreed to in it, 
as he ſhall think fit, and may even alter and correct wha 
| is done by them f.“ 5 
| Again, that our Kings. as well as other Chriftian Princes, 
may make laws in eccleſiaſtical matters: That for the bet- 
ter and more regular doing this, they may, and indeed 
ordinarily ought to take the advice and conſent of their 
Biſhops and convocations : And that having ſo done, they 
may upon their ſenſe and reſolutions, frame any ſuch uſeful 
laws as they ſhall think fit, in their own words; without 
being confined to the terms and expreſſions, or perhaps, 
in every circumſtance, to the very ſubſtances of their ſy- 
nods 
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nod's determination*;-this is what I aſſert; and I do affirm it 
to be no undue uſurpation in any Prince, if a Church be 
generally corrupted in it's doctrine, by the advice of a few 
orthodox and ſober Biſhops and clergymen, to correct the 
apparent errors of a provincial ſynod, and to maintain or ſet 
forth the truth of thoſe ſew, tho? contrary to the ſenſe and 
aetermimations of a greater but miſtaken aſſembly.” And 
ſurely if the King can do this by his own authority, he 
may do the ſame with the advice of all his Biihops, con- 
firmed by act of parliament, without a convocation. But 
let us hear Archbiſhop Vat a little farther, : 

»The King (Henry VIII.) defigned to have a book of 
deftrine compiled, and ſet forth by authority. He thereupon 
aſſembled his Biſhops and prelates by his commiſtion, and 
thereby required them, upon the diligent ſearch and peru- 
{ing of holy ſcripture, to ſet forth a plain and ſincere diftrine, 
concerning the whole ſum of all thoſe things, which appertain ta 
the profeſſion of Chriſtian man; which they did in a book, 
entitled, the inſtitution of a Chriſlian man, and dedicated it 
to the king. But this was not done by a convecation; but 
by a ſel: committee, appointed by a particular commiſſion, at 
the King's command t. 

As to the thirty- nine articles of religion, it has been 
much debated, whether they were prepared or not by the 
convocation, Archbiſhop I/ake from Strype, ſays, that 
« in 1551, the King (Edward VI.) and the privy council, 
ordered the Archbiſſiop (Cranmer) to frame a book of arti- 
cles of religion, for preſerving and maintaining peace and 
unity of doctrine in the Church, to be ſet forth by public 
authority. He drew them and committed them to certain 
Biſhops to be inſpected. This book having paſled the cor- 
rection of the King and council, and ſeveral divines, was 
finally laid before the convocation ; but how they proceeded 
in the diſcuſſion and examination of them, I cannot tell. 
This I know, that the whole body agreed upon them, and 
ſubſcribed to them; and they were ſet forth by the King's 
authority. From all which it is plain, that theſe ar- 
ticles were not compiled by any grand committee, em- 
powered by convocation, as Dr. Heylin ſuppoſed 3 but be- 
ing prepared. as we have ſeen by the authority of King and 
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ouncil, were agreed to in convocation z and there ſub- 
cribed by both houſes, and ſo preſently promulged by the 
King's authority according to law. As for the catechi/m, 
that was neither paſſed by the ſynods,nor publiſhed as theirs; 
But was ſuppoſed to be written by Cranmer ; the King hav- 
ing committed the examination and inſpection of it to cer- 
tain Biſhops and other learned men, and being found agree- 
able to the holy ſcripture and the laws of the realm, he 
thought fit to publiſh, and require ſuch uſe of it, as is di- 
rected in the King's patent“. 

Burnet gives this account of both the articles and cate- 
chiſm+F; I had admitted in the ſecond volume of my hiſ- 
tory, that in Eduard VT's time the articles of religion 
were paſt in convocation; but in my book, on the thirty- 
nine articles, I then and now own they were publiſhed by 
the regal authority, without a ſynodical conſent. When 
Cranmer was before the convocation at Oxford, Il eſten ob- 
jected to him in theſe words, alſo you have ſet forth a cate- 
chiſm in the name of the hnad of London, and yet there be 
fifty, which witneſſing that they were of the number of the con- 
vocation, never beard one word of this catechiſm : To which 
Cranmer anſwered, I was ignorant of the ſetting to of that 
title; and as ſcon as I had knowledge thereof, I did not like 
it; therefore when I complained thereef to the council, it was 
anſwered by them, that the book was fo entitled, becauſe it was 
ſet forth in the time of the ronvocation ; and in the interro- 
gatories exhibited to him, in order to his final cenſure, the 
ſeventh ends, That he did compile and cauſed to be ſent abroad 
diuverſe bochs; his anſwer to this is, as for the catechiſm, the 
book of articles, with the other biok againſt Wincheſter, he 
grants the ſame to be his deing. This I think decides the 
point, ſo that it will admit of no more debate“ 

In the year 1540, (ſays af) the convocation was ſum- 
moned ; but what it did, or whether any thing at all, I 
cannot tell. The buſineſs of religion, both as to doctrine 
and ceremonies, was put into another method,” and two 
committees were appointed by the King to debate and con- 
clude of each. In the former, were the two Archbiſhops 
and fix other Biſhops, and twelve of the clergy ; 1 the 
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latter were only fix Biſhops, who were to deliberate of 
the rites and ceremonies of the Church : what theſe ſhould 
conclude upon, and the King by his letters patents confirm, 
the parliament of 32 Henry VIII. c. 25. decreed, ſhould be 
obeyed and obſerved ; provided nothing were done, or- 
dained, or defined, contrary to the laws and ſtatutes of the 
realm*.” There is much more to the ſame purpoſe to be 
met with in the elaborate work of this excellent author, 
and to whom for brevity ſake, I would beg leave to refer 
the more curious enquirer: I will only add the following 
parzgraph from the ſame great man. The ſovereign 
egiſlative authority, may appoint any other method of 
framing the lower houſe of convocation, (than that which 
is now uſual) that ſhould appear to them more proper and 
expedientÞ.” | 

But I would not willingly be miſunderſtood, as if I was an 
enemy to convocations ; far be it from me: All I aim at is 
to prevent, if poſſible, the ill eiicts of any warm debates, 
that may ariſe by their meeting, ſo as to occaſion unrea- 
ſonable heats and animoſities, which may prove fatal to the 
peace of the nation ; yet thinking at the ſame time it would 
be pity that ſo good a deſign, as at this juncture is ſo ear- 
neſtly recommended, ſhould be loſt or miſcarry, as was the 
caſe in 1689; when it may be eaſily prevented by takin 
a different method, equally ſafe and legal. — 
would hope for much better things from our preſent con- 
vocation whenever they meet; I mean, that we may 
expect to ſee in them a more ſerious ſpirit of true religion, a 
greater union among themſelves, more temper and mode- 
ration, than what appeared in the major part of that con- 
vocation 3 and indeed, much might be urged in favour of 
this expectation. For the foibles and miſtakes of that aſſem- 
bly, are now perfectly ſeen thro? and well known; which 
the preſent convocation no doubt will carefully avoid. Thoſe 
party diſtinctions and unhappy prejudices, which then pow- 
erfully exiſted, have ſince in a great meaſure ceaſed, or 
are much abated. Pecple of all degrees, of all denominations 
of Cluriſtians, are become more learned, conſiderate, and 
charitable in their ſentiments. Greater light and know - 
ledze, by means of the ſtrict and diligent application to 
ſtudy, of the {overs of truth, and curious ſearchers after it, 
have been communicated to the world, Literature, liberty, 
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and freedom of enquiry, have been ſince more counte- 
nanced and encouraged ; all which naturally tend to pro- 
duce a greater ſpirit of moderation, charity, and Chriſtian 
forbearance in tie minds of all men. Theſe advantages, 
and man) mote, our preſent convocation moſt certainly 
has beyond and much ſuperior to that in 1689, whereby to 
facilitate their procecding in ſuch an affair. And therefore 
ve may in reaſon expect a very different conduct from them, 
were they to be conſulted on the occaſion, in the ſame 
manner as the convocation was in 1661, when the laſt re- 
view was made. But the method of eff-Qing this, if it be 
ever undertaken, muſt be ſubmitted to the judgment of our 
ſuperiors. However, 

I preſume enough has been faid, to ſnew. that the altera- 
tions recommended to be made, can legally and ſafely be 
effected, by King and parliament, without a convocation. 
And I hope alſo ſufficient motives urged, to engage our 
Biſhops and clergy ſeriouſly and heartily to engage in it. 
It may not be ainils to obſerve, and with great ſatisfaction 
too, that they have no fire or faggots to fear, as our 
ficſt glorious reformers had ; and yet Cranmer, Ridley, La- 
timer, Hooper, and many other excellent perſons, were not 
deterred from the undertaking by even ſuch ſad apprehen- 
ſions. They knew their cauſe was right, and ſubmitted 
the event to God's good pleaſure. But the task now is much 
more eaſy and fate, and has every advantageous concurring 
circumſtance to recommend it. Indeed, ſome difficulties 
may be apprehended ; “ but what are thoſe difficulties ? 
There will be prejudice, there will be parties, there will 
be names of diſtinction; but ſuppoſing this, how long will 
they laſt ? will good ſenſe and realon never take place? and 
ſuppoſe it ſhould not, yet, which is to be regarded moſt 
by our governors, ſuperſtition and bigotry on the one 
hand; or honcur, conſcience, and reaſon on the other + ?? 

© It is inconceivable, (ſays Dr. Nicholl;* ) what difficul- 
tics the Biſhops in 1661 had to contend with, about mak- 
ing the alterations. They were not only to conquer their 
own former reſentments, and the quick remembrance of 
their ſufferings, together with the unreaſonable demands of 
the preſbyterian party; but they had the court to deal 
with alſo, who, pufhed on to all acts of ſeverity, were 
willing to let the odium thereof he upon the clergy ; and by 

the 
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the management of ſome great perſons then in power, the 
minds of the epiſcopal clergy, and zealous conformiſts, 
were ſo wrought up, upon the talk of theſe alterations, 
that the Biſhops, who were concerned in them, found it 
a difficult matter to manage the temper of their friends. 
This was the reaſon of their apologizing for the altera- 
tions then made; and yet theſe difficulties, which ſur- 
rounded them on all ſides, did not pervent their undertak- 
ing it.” In truth, there is nothing of any great moment 
and importance, but what requires application, labour 
and pains. No book can be compoſed, no grand deſign 
attempted, without theſe ; and can any ſubject, any con- 
cern, any enterprize, ſo reaſonably demand it of us, to en- 
counter with ſome difficulties, as what is here propoſed to 


our ſerious conſideration ? and yet what would be the in- 


convenience or great difficulty of repealing ſome part of 
the uniformity act, in favour of honeſt minds, and tender 
conſciences, more than repealing of other acts of parlia- 
ment, which is often done, for the remedying and recti- 
fying evils complained of, when neceſſary to be re- 
dreſſed? | 

A reformation of public diſorders, are no leſs neceſſa 
than that of private ones : and the latter will be too apt to 
grow, where the former are overlooked. It ſeems a duty 
as much incumbent upon governors, to rectify what is 
amiſs in the concerns of the Church, as it is for private 
perſons to reform what is ſo, in their reſpective morals &. 

If our Biſhops and clergy expect the laity to regard their 
inſtruction, ſo as to obſerve and practiſe the duties they 
recommend in their ſermons, preached and publiſhed ; will 
not the laity think it equally juſt and reaſonable, that they 
themſelves, ſhould be influenced and governed, by the 
truth and reaſon of arguments, no leſs ſtrong and concluſive, 
in favour of a further reformation in religion? But when the 
laity perceive that they neglect and are remiſs in the diſ- 
charge of ſo neceſſary duties, as theſe moſt certainly are, 
we may naturally ſuppoſe, they will flight and deſpiſe all 
their exhortations to a good life, tho* ſupported by the beſt 
arguments, and enforced in language the moſt pathetic and 
affecting. From hence I fear proceeds, in a great meaſure, 
that encreaſe of deiſm and infidelity, which fo powerfully 
abounds amongſt us. For when it is obſerved, that no care 


is taken to alter things amiſs, which are eſſentially neceſ- 
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fary to the truths of religion, and the greater purity of di- 
vine worſhip ; libertines will be too apt to conclude, religion 
is only pretence, or otherwiſe that the ſame concern would 
be expreſſed towards it, as in affairs of a different kind. 
This obſervation is produced as a ſtrong argument, in fa- 
vour of, and to inforce the deſign recommended, but with- 
out the leaſt intention to reflect on our Biſhops and clergy 
and therefore hope it will not be interpreted in a different 
ſenſe, from what the author intends. We obſerve the 
college of phyſicians frequently to review and alter their 
diſpenſatory, and who ever complains, that this has been in- 
Jurious to the art of medicine, or the practice of phy ſic, or 
blame their conduct for {> doing? | 

Who ever blamed or icii-fed on the biſhops, for the 
alterations they made in 1661 ? and yct they declare, that 
the book as it ſtood before, did not contain any thing con- 
trary to the word of God, or to ſound doctrine, or which 
a godly man might not, with a good conſcien:o, uſe and 
ſubmit to, or which was not fairly defentitie gainſt all 
that ſhould oppoſe- it: and that they willingly aticnted to 
ſuch alterations, as ſeemed requiſite or expedient, tho? not 
enforced ſo to do, by any ſtrength of argument. convinc- 
ing them of the neceſſity of making the ſaid alterations Þ+.? 
We may obſerve, that here is given as great a character of 
the common prayer, then before n fe. as could well be 
ſaid of any thing human; and vet they notwithltanding 
made the alterations, that appeared to be neceſſary ; and 
why we have been ſo ne-ligent in reviſing it ſince, will be 
difficult to ſay ; when it be conſidered, how many things 
do ſtill require alteration and amendinent, at leatt, in the 
particulars that have been before mentioned. And can it 
be more dangerous to take one review now, in about ninety . 
or an hundred years, than it was to take ſixteen formerly, 
in the ſame courſe of time? What ill eſſect has the laſt 
Teview had, that we have been ſo timorous ever fince ? 
The receding of two thouſand divincs at that time, is in 
the preſent caſe entirely out of the queſtion. Nothing 
of that kind is now to be dreaded or expected. The mat- 
ter turns upon a different bottom; and a diſcreet review 
would ſecure and give pleaſure to more than twelve thou- 
ſand, perhaps more than twenty thouſanc, if there be fo 
many conſiderate divines (a. „ hope there are more) in 
England and Ireland, including ales, and our plantations 
| 1 abroad: 
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abroad: and who knows but Scotland alſo may in time ar- 
cede; and New England join in the liturgy of the old? 
would not this add ſtrength and glory to the proteſtant in- 
tereſt, and enlarge the borders of the church of England ||. 

It is the glory of our Ezgl;/h church, and what ſhe often 
boaſts of, that ſhe is the neareſt of any now in the chriſtian 
world, to the primitive model. It is not, I preſume, de- 
nied, that ſhe might be nearer ftill ; and if her glory be 
great for being ſo near, it would certainly be greater, if ſhe 
were yet nearer . As I acknowledge for myſelt , (ſays 
Dr. Rzgers) fo I preſume I may for the greater part of my 
brethren, that we judge our preſent conſtitution might int 
many reſpeRs be altered for the better; ſome of us ima- 
gęine we ſee defecte in one part, and ſome in another.” Dr, 
Beveridge,though not concurring in the propoſals of alteration 
in 1680, yet acknowledged, that nothing was (anciently) 
more uſual with all the churches of God, than, when times 
and neceſſity required it, to change the laws made by them- 
ſelves, to abrogate old ones, and ſubſtitute others, and per- 
haps, different ones in their ſtead; this cannot be unknown 
to any one, who is verſed in ecclefiaſtical hiſtory 4. 

It is apprehended, that the generality of people, eſpe- 
cially the more learned and judicious, are very ſenſible, 
that our liturgy greatly requires alteration and amendment, 
and is it juſt, that we ſhould fear to offend the fewer and 
more inconſiderable part of mankind, rather than like to 
oblige the majority; thoſe who are the moſt rational, con- 
ſiderate, and diſcerning. Let not then a due reſpect to 
the one, be loſt in a miſapplied tenderneſs to the other ; 


ſince even ſuch ſhould ſuffer no inconvenience, but be per- 


mitted to enjoy their reſpective livings ; and time may abate 
their prejudices, and :2concile them to the uſe of a more 
excellent ſervice ; add to this, that the periormance of a 
certain duty is ſuperior to all conſiderations, 

And if our preſcnt Biſhops, to whom the like character 
may truly be applied that Archiſhop [ate gave to thoſe in 
1689. would be pleaſed to conſider with their wonted ſe- 
riouſneſs, what is now humbly, and has been before by 
others, recommended to their regard and attention, then 
might they, by imitating the example of their learned and 

pious 


|| Diſquiſitions, page 187, ult. edit. | 
* Marjhal's pretace to tranſl. of St. Oyrin. 
+ Addreſs to diſſenters, p. 87. 

+ Serm. before Convocat. 1689. 
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pious predeceſſors, become the happy inſtruments of pro- 
curing and obtaining great things for the honour and glory 
of our church, and the proteſtant cauſe. They might finiſh 
and complete, what the great and venerable Cranmer be- 
gun, and his ſucceſſors could only in part proceed in ; and 
this without danger to themſelves, or the ſtate. The pre- 
ſent time is ſuch a favourable conjuncture for the enter- 
prize, as never before offered ſince the reformation ; and 
which God for our ſins may never more permit or afford 
us, ſhould we through indolence, temerity, or want of re- 
ſolution, neglect or overlook an opportunity ſo promiſing 
of ſucceſs. 

True proteſtants and ſincere chriſtians do therefore hum- 
bly and earneſtly hope, that this laudable, this excellent 
undertaking, will not ſtick, or reſt with our moſt truly 
right reyerend. lords the Biſhops, whoſe more immediate 
province it is, to exert themſelves on this emergent occa- 
fion ; but that they will be pleaſed to exerciſe in a pecu— 
liar manner, their great abilities, and the powerful influence 
their ſacred character gives them, ſuperior to all others, 
in the due and regular diſcharge of a duty, that (with great 
ſubmiſſion) ſeems to be incumbent on their lordſhips; I 
mean, their making a perſonal and conjunctive appucation 
to our gracious ſovereign, for his royal mandate, to enable 
them to proceed in an affair, ſo eſſentially neceſſary to 
eſtabliſh the truths of religion, and the purity of divine 
worſhip. And it is preſumed their lordſhips will not re- 
fiſt and diſregard an addreſs fo ſerious and ſolemn, as has 
been with the utmoſt decency and reſpect, made by many 
conſiderate and judicious divines, to review and improve 
our liturgy * ; but that their lordſhips will duly weigh the 
reaſonableneſs and neceſſity of the caſe, and give yet fur- 
ther teſtimony of their tender concern and affection for 
true religion, by taking under their patronage, and eſpouſ- 
ing an attempt in favour of. it, that is ſo momentous, and 
important both to religion and themſelves ; alſo to thoſe 
who are committed to their charge, and to their poſterity ; 
nay, to all future ages, till time ſhall be no more. Such 
an application to his Majeſty in favour of declining reli- 
gion, is moſt earneſtly hoped, ſincerely prayed for, and 
humbly expected from our learned and religious prelates, 
by perſons innumerable, both of the clergy and laity; and 
may our reaſonable hopes, our devout prayers, and juſt 

(X- 
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expectations, not be diſappointed ; but rather tend to ex- 
cite in their lordſhips an inclination to uſe their pious 
endeavours, to obtain what is ſo greatly wanted, and which 
by - wr bleſſing thereon may be ſoon moſt happily accom- 
pliſhed 

Moſt reverend, learned, and judicious prelates ! The 
eyes of your clergy, who have led the van, and of your flock, 
the laity committed to your care, are with great attention 
fixed on you, and with impatience wait the event of this 
general application. You have a moſt gracious ſovereign, 
whoſe regard and veneration for the proſperity and happi- 
neſs of the Church of England, is ſuch, as that we may 
humbly preſume, he will with the utmoſt alacrity receive 
any addreſs or propoſals from you, that can tend to its 
greater purity, pertection and enlargement] a prince who 
makes it his chiet ſtudy and concern to eſpouſe and -ncou- 
rage whatever may conduce to the felicity and tranquillity 
of his ſubjects, of all denominations whatſoever. The 
lords temporal, and the commons in parliament aſſembled, 
there is great reaſon to believe, will readily afford you 
their aſſiſtance, by joining their powerful endeavours to 
enable you to accompliſh ſuch a noble enterprize. Your 
example will excite an emulation in our miniſters of ſtate, 
to become worthy imitators of our Cecils and Malſinghums; 
of our Somers, Hales, and Bridgemans, ariſing as it were, 
like ſo many phernix's from their dead aſhes. What an 
enlivening ſp'rit will this give to religion? how will it ani- 
mate and encourage all good Chriſtians and ſincere Proteſ- 
tants? and what a damp and check will it thrown on infi- 
delity and popery? And beſides all this promiſing and eaſily 
obtained aſſiſtance, your lordſhips will have the hearty and 
ſincere prayers of innumerable perſons, both of the clergy 
and laity, offered up to the throne of heaven, moſt devoutly 
ſupplicating the King of Kings, and Lord of Lards, to fill 
you with the grace of his holy ſpirit, that you may be ena- 
bled to purſue your labours and pious endeavours, for the 
benefit of his true religion, and the more pure eſtabliſh- 
ment of our excellent church. And, my good Lords, whas 
greater aid, what more powerful aſſiſtance and encou - 
ragement can be wiſhed for, deſired, and expectec 
than all this? and which, according to all human appearance, 
there is the greateſt reaſon to believe and hope for. M. 


God incline ycu to begin, and by his grace aſſiſt, bleſs and 


proſper your juſt proceedings. 


And 
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And whenever this good deſign ſhall be attempted, and 
really intended to be executed with ſucceſs, it would be an 
inſtance of great wiſdom and prudence in our Biſhops, 
would they pleaſe in their viſitatorial charges, or by letter, 
or otherwiſe, as they ſhall judge moſt proper, to give di- 
rections to their clergy, for them to recommend in their 
ſermons, and by private conferences, the reaſonableneſs and 
neceſſit / of having our liturgy reviewed, altered and im- 
proved And if ſuch charges or letters. were to be pub- 
liſhed, it might be of yet greater ſervice, both to the clergy 
and others. For, ſurely, no one thing ought to be omit- 
ted. no promiſing methods neglected, which can, in the 
leaſt degree, contribute to repreſent an undertaking of ſo 
much moment, in a fair, true, and juſt light: ſo as all 
people may receive full ſatisfaction, that by making ſome 
alterations, in our eccleſiaſtical conſtitution, it is not in- 
tended to injure or detriment the Church eſtabliſhed, but 
ſolely and-purely to do it real ſervice; to make its offices of di- 
vine worſhip, in all parts more pure and perfect; its liturgy 
more conſiſtent, rational and devout; its articles more 
clear and conſonant to ſcripture ; and its canons better a- 
dapted to the times; and this to be accompliſhed by law- 
ful authority. And what can any reaſonable perſon, even 
the moſt orthodox, zealous, and ſincere member of our 
Church, wiſh for, defire, or expect to be done in its fa- 
vour more than this? Methinks the eſpouſing ſuch an ex- 
cellent deſign, ſhould be the only true criterion of a good 
Churchman. For it muſt be a moſt wicked and baſe re- 
flection to inſinuate, that our Biſhops and the heads of 
their clergy, ſhould be conſpiring together, to deſtroy and 
ſubvert the Church ; for only endeavouring to have things 
amiſs, rectified and amended, for its greater purity and 
perfection, | 
By way of compariſon, as being very ſimilar, permit me 
to ask, whether a youth would ſuffer any injury, becauſe 
his tender parent ſtrives to give him the beſt inſtruction he 
poſſibly can, to preſerve him from vice and error, and to 
endeavour that any paſt ill conduct in him, ſhould be al- 
tered and corrected ? or, would it be a greater inſtance af 
paterzal affection for parents to let childien go'on in their 
own miſtaken way, becauſe there may be ſome difficulty in 
breaking off ill habits, and if they are grown up, perhaps 
ſome danger of giving them offence ? This much reſembles 
the preſent caſe ; and yet there is ſcarce apy doyb. to be 
- | made; 
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made; which part, a prudent, wiſe, and tender parent 
would take, in the above inſtance; it being evident, that 
the one is a real duty, and the other would be a grect neglect 
of it. And if children will diſregard the anxious care and 
good inſtruction of kind parents, even rebel and become 
diſobedient; and for no other reaſon, but becauſe their pa- 
rents endeavour at their reformation and amendment; will 
ſuch undutiful children deſerve pity or cenſure ? 

In the inſtance produced, who is there that can juſtly 
blame the parent for his care and concern towards his chil- 
dren? or rather, would not every one highly condemn 
his children for any fort of diſobedience on this account, 
and impute it to a ſtubborn and obſtinate temper ? on the 
other hand, ſuppoſe children of good natural parts, «did apply 
to their parents in a dutiful and reſpectful manner, to be 
aſſiſted in any due inſtruction and proper improvement, in 
things eſſential and neceſſary to their education; would it 
not appear to be very unkind at leaſt, in parents, to reject 
this moſt reaſonable application, to deny their requeſt, and 
ſuffer them to droll on, in a ſenſeleſs ſtupid ignorance, or a 
more indifferent behaviour, without attempting to improve 
their underftandings, ſo as to render them more uſeful in 
life, and their converſation more pleaſing and agreeable to 
others; eſpecially when this may eaſily be effected by a pro- 
per management, tho* not without experice, pains, and la- 
beur ? or would it be juſt, that any parent ſhould be de- 
terred from ſhewing ſuch indulgence, and giving this rea- 
ſonable encouragement and ſatisfaction to ſuch of his chil- 
dren, as diſcover ſo much good ſenſe and inclination to- 
wards the attainment of a uſeful and rational knowledge of 
things; only. becauſe ſome ether of his children, who are 
leſs diſcerning, more indolent, or perverſe, ſhall ſtrive to 


oppoſe and prevent the commendable and praiſe-worthy 


© endeavours of their brethren? furely, no conſiderate ſen- 
ſible perſon, will aſſert this; and yet the compariſon is fair, 
true, and very applicable to the point in hand. I beſcech 
every one then to conſider the repreſented caſe impartially, 
and in the manner it deſerves; that ſo neither parents nor 
children, whether ſpiritual or natural, become culpable be- 
fore God, by a contracted guilt of neglect in the one, of 
diſobedience and obſtinacy in the other; thereby to incur 
God's diſpleaſure, and provoke him to remove from us the 
light of his revealed will, as he has done from the places 
where it was firſt publiſhed to the world. Let us not in- 
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cenſe the almighty, by refuſing or neglecting to know his 
true will, as originally delivered to mankind by our Saviour 
and his apoſtles; nor yet to worſhip him after the pureſt 
manner, our knowledge, learning, and abilities will ena- 
ic us to perform. Let not this be wilfully emitted by us, 
in this our day, that ſeems to be the offered time for it by 
heaven, leſt our remiſineſs, and careleſs negligence ſhould 
exCite God's anger againſt us; and by his afhftance on our 
active, diligent, and upright et ea1 0u18, to precure A 
more correct and tive tranſlation ot the bible, and a more 
exact and perfect liturgy, we may avoid the danger, and ob- 

tain he bleſſing. 

As the world is too cenſorious, there are perhaps thoſe 
who wil»ſuggeft, that I muſt have ſome private ends, or 
linifier views to ſerve, in recommending this affair with ſo 
much zeal and carneſtneſs; bur I do in the muſt ſolemn 
manner declare, I have no other deſign, hopes or expec- 
tation, ſrom any thing herein before offered by me, but 
only wat may redound to the advantage of true religion, 
and be ior the improvement and advanceinent of that part 
of it, which is profeſſed by the Church of England. Per- 
mit me to add, that I have urged no one reaſon or argu- 
ment, for any point, but what I ſincerely believe is founded 
on truth; nor ſtated any fact, but what is ſupported by 
good authority. | 

] beg leave to conelude, in the words of the authors of 
the diſquijitions, p. 208, Let us ſeek truth, ſtudy peace, 
and follow after the things that make tor both; leaving the 


eꝛlmighty, who is the author of both, to ſuperintend all the 


great trar ſactions of the world, as he pleaſes. We need 
only do our duty; and our duty we ought to do, let the 
conſcquence be wnat it will. The great arbiter of the uni- 
verſe can over-rule all human affairs, and order them in 
ſuch a manner, as that every event ſhall appear in the con- 


clu ſion to be for the beſt ; moſt for the glory of his great 


name; moſt for the advancement of his religion ; moſt 
for the benefit of human ſociety. And tho? difficulties may 
intervene, (and difticulties we muſt ſometimes expect) they 
will terminate by degrees in what is moſt detirable upon 


the whole, and moſt tor the general good of the world.” 


The 


The SENTIMENTS of Dean PRIDEAUX 
as to a reformation of the two Ini verſities; 
being the ſubſtance of his letter and propoſals 
to Lord Viſcount TOWNSHEND, in 1715. 


N obedience to your lordſhips commands, I have drawn 
up articles for reforming of the two univerſities, ſo as 
to make theſe noble ſchools of learning, beſt anſwer the end 
for which they were appointed, 5 
Nothing certainly can be of greater importance to the 
nation, or better deſerve the care of the public, than the 
well ordering and regulating thoſe places of education. Here 
our nobility and gentry, here our divines, here our phyſi- 
cians, here our lawyers, the civilians, and thoſe of the 
common law, for the moſt part, receive their education; 
and as far as they profit thereby, doth the nation receive 


the benefit thereof, from each, in thoſe ſtations and duties, 


which they are afterwards called unto. But if theſe foun- 
tains grow corrupt, and inſtead of virtue, religion, and 
learning; vice, impiety, and ignorance gain the preva- 
lency in them; then nothing but dirty and filthy ſtreams 
will flow from them, all over the land, and every part of 
it, will be tainted and polluted, with the corruption thereof. 

Moſt foreign univerſities have their curators and ſuper- 
viſors, to ſee that all things be ſo ordered, as to render them 
beſt uſeful for the end they are inſtituted; that by being 
nurſeries of virtue and learning, all profeſſions of men, may 
be bred up in them, and enabled to ſerve their generation; 
and with us, all the colleges in both univerſities, have their 
reſpective viſitors, to inſpect, regulate and remedy all the 
diſorders and abuſes. But there is no ſuch viſitatorial power 
over the whole body aggregate in either of the univerſities ; 
formerly the Biſhops in whoſe dioceſes, and the Archbi- 


ſhop of Canterbury in whoſe province they ſtood, viſited 


thoſe learned bodies, and regulated all diſorders ; but this 
power hath long fince been extinguiſhed by papal exemp- 
tions, Archbiſhop Arundel in Richard IT's time, was the 
laſt, that made his metropolitan viſitation extend to both 
univerſities. 

In King William's time, a propoſal was made of viſiting 
both the univerſities, by a royal viſitation; and the lord 
Somers was for it; but the lord chief juſtice Holt, giving 
his opinion on the contrary, the king ſaid, that if they could 
not agree it to be a clear caſe, he would not meddle with 
it, and ſo it dropt. Therefore to put the thing beyond 

_ doubt, 
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doubt, an act of parliament now ſeems neceffary; and in- 
deed, without that authority, many of the articles I now 
offer, cannot be put in execution, and I cannot but ſuppoſe 
whenever this matter ſhall be brought before the two 
houſes, it will be readily concurred with. For what lord 
or gentleman is there in this realm, who would not, when 
he ſends a ſon to either univerſity, be defirous to receive 
him back again from thence, uncorrupted in his morals, 
and improved in his knowledge? And ſurely all ſuch will 
be glad to concur in ſuch propoſals, as ſhall be neceſſary 
to effect it. Certainly nothing can be of greater 
benefit to the nobility and gentry of this realm, than to 
have thoſe places of education, ſo formed and ſecured, that 
they may with ſafety ſend their ſons thither, for their bein 
brought up in virtue and learning, and receive them hk 
again, improved in both; and the only way to accompliſh 
this, is to have ſuch regulations of order and diſcipline in 
them, as emerging corruptions, from time to time, ſhail 
make neceſſary ; and to eſtabliſh ſuch viſitatorial authority 
as ſhall be ſufficient to provide, that they be duly executed. 
In all governments and ſocieties, corruptions emerge, 
and require new inſtitutions to correct and remove them. 
The corrupt nature of man, is prone to this, eſpecially, 
in thole ſocieties, which moſtly contain the younger ſort. 
Their heat of blood and indiſcretion, uſually hurry them 
into ſuch diſorders, as require good regulations and exact 
orders of diſcipline, to correct and repreſs them, and new 
laws from time to time to reform ſuch corruptions and 
diſorders, as ſhall emerge among them, Were there now 
the ſame order and diſcipline in our univerſities, as when 
they were firft formed, ic might be ſufficient, Then the 
diſcipline of families was kept up, ſchools were in good 
order, and young men came ſober to the univerſities ; and 
then their ſtatutes being well executed, might be effec- 
tual to keep them ſo. But now the diſcipline of families 
is neglected, and ſchools grown looſe ; young men are 
often corrupted before tliey come to the univerſities, and 
bring vice and debauchery with them, and by their ill ex- 
ample corrupt others ; therefore for the well regulating 
| thoſe places of publick education, we need a diſcipline, not 
only to keep thoſe ſober, who ccme ſo there, but to re- 
form ſuch, as ſhall be vitiated before their admittance. 
The reformation of the {tudies, and inforcing of appli- 
cation and diligence in them, is as much wanting in theſe 
: | ſchools 
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ſchools of learning, as the reformation of manners. It 
is a melancholy reflection to conſider, what ignorance we 
often find, in thoſe who are examined for orders. Unleſs 
the univerſities for the future breed us better men for the 
miniſtry, itis, humanly ſpeaking, utterly impoſſible, that the 
Church of. Chrift, now eſtabliſhed awong us, can be well 
ſupported, againſt thoſe many adverſaries, which on every 
fide riſe againſt it, and are with the utmoſt diligence, 
endeavouring its ſubverſion. Atheiſts, Deifts, Socinians, A- 
rians, Presbyterians, Independants, Anabaptiſls, and other 
adverſaries and ſectaries, ſurround us on every ſide; — 
and if we do not come armed and provided with equal 
knowledge and learning to the conflict, how ſhall we be 
able to ſupport our cauſe againſt them: The well 
forming and ordering of the two univerſities, where weare 
bred up for it, is the readieſt way to make us ſo. Theſe 
reaſons, beſides ſeveral others, call for a ſpeedy reformation 
in both our univerſities; towards the effecting whereof 
theſe articles are humbly offered to your lordfhips conſidera- 
tion.” But not having room to add all the articles here, 
ſhall only mention thoſe which are moſt material, 


Some of the chief articles recommended in the above letter by 
Dean Prideaux, for the reformation of the two univerſities. 
I. That publick prayers be in every college and hall at 
ſix in the morning (except Sundays and holidays) and at 
nine at night, when all the members ſhall be preſent, and 
that a bell ſhall toll to give due notice, and when prayers are 
ended, (all the gates being before locked) the keys ſhall be 
lodged with the maſters or governors of each college till 
morning; and whoever is convicted of coming into the 
ſaid college by any clandeſtine way, ſhall be immediately 
expelled the college. | 
II. That if any member be locked out, and knocks at 
the gates, the porter at any hour ſhall attend the head of 
ſuch college, or his deputy, for the keys to let him in; but 
ſuch perſon to give an account the next morning to the go- 
vernor of the college, why he was out fo late, and if not ſatis- 
factory, to be puniſhed as the government ſhall think proper. 
III. That every member of the univerſity, who fhall lie 
out all night at any houſe, private or publick, in Oxford 
or Cambridge, without juſt cauſe, ſhall for the firſt fault be 
publickly admoniſted ; for the ſecond, loſe a year from his 
next degree; and ſor the third, be expelled the college; {I 
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whoever ſhall be abſent from the evening and next morning 


prayers, ſhall be ſuppoſed to lie out all night, till the contrary 


be proved. | 

IV. That at ten every night, the porter of every college 
or hall, ſhall lock up the fire-rooms, or combination rooms, 
and carry the key to the governor or his deputy, to remain 
with bim till next morning. | 

V. That all faſting nights be aboliſhed in both univerſities, 
the ſame being of ill conſequences, by leading youth abroad 
ſuch nights, which is often the inlet to debauchery and lewd- 
neſs ; and that there be a ſupper on faſting nights, the ſame. 


as at other times. 


VI. That if any member of either univerſity, ſhall be 


| found drinking or ſitting in any alehouſe or tavern, within 


the bounds of either univerſity, he ſhall for the firſt offence, 
be publickly admoniſhed ; for the ſecond, he ſhall publickly 
declame, and loſe one year from the next degree ; and for 


the third, be expelled the univerſity, and the maſter or keeper 


of ſuch alehouſe or tavern, who ſhall permit or ſuffer them to 
ſit and drink in their houſes, to pay a fine to the ſaid univer- 
ſities. | | 

VII. That for preventing lewd women from corrupting 
of youth, whoever ſhall be convicted of whoredom, with 
any ſcholar or other perſon, ſhall be expelled the univerſity, 
and carted as a whore out of town, and if ſhe again returns 


to be publickly whipped through the town, 


VIII. That for preventing the clandeſtine marriages of 
youth, which is the ruin of many families, an act of parlia- 
ment ſhould be made, that if any ſcholar whilſt a member 


of the univerſity, ſhall, under the age of twenty-one, with- 


out the conſent of his parents or guardians, be clar deſtinc ly 
married to any woman, the miniſter who ſhall marry them, 
and all others acceſſary thereto, who ſhall know the ſaid 
ſcholar to be a member of either univerſity, thall incur the 
guilt of felony, without benefit of clergy. 

IX. That every fellow of a college after ten years ſtand- 


ing, in either univerſity, from the time of matriculation, 


be allowed to be abſent from his college, for the ſerving 


-of any Biſhop or nobleman as chaplain, or to be otherwiſe 


employed, ſuitable to his faculty or profeſſion, the college 
approving thereof: And as ſoon as any fellow or ſtudent 
ſhall have obtained inſtitution, collation, or inſtallation, to 
any eccleſiaſtical benefice or preferment, of above 80 J. per 
annum, his year of grace ſhall commence, and on the ex- 
piration thereof, his Teilowſhip or ſtudent's place ſhall be- 
eome void, X. 
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X. That the numbers of fellows and ſcholars be flated 
in every college, according to their revenues, and no fel- 
low to be allowed above 60 J. per ann. 

XI. That in the elections for fellowſhips, ſtudents places; 
and ſcholarſhips, regard be only had to merit; and who- 
ever ſhall give or take a' bribe, on account of ſuch elec- 
tion, to be expelled the univerſity. 

XII. That to prevent buying of any degrees, to the 
diſcouragement of learning. and the encouragement of 
idleneſs; no perſor ſhall be admitted to any degree, till 
he hath performed, all his ſtatutable exereiſes, excepting 
perſons of quality, who ſhall upon ſolemn occaſions, be 
admitted to honorary degrees in the univerſities; and 
whoever ſhall be of ſtanding for any ſort of degrees, and 
not think fit to take ſome degree, yet he ſhall perform 
all the exerciſes required by the ſtatutes for taking it ; 
or in default thereof, to be difabled from enjoying longer, 
any fellowſhip, ſcholarſhip, exhibition, or ſtudent's place. 

XIII. That to prevent perſons, who abſent from their 
cure, to live idly at the univerſities, and give ill examples 
to others; for no perſon after twelve years ſtanding from 
his matriculation, to be abſent from his cure. 

XIV. That all ancient ſtatutes be reviſed and refortned, 
by authority, keeping: as near as poſlible, to the firſt foun+ 
der's intentions, and to aboliſh all that are ſuperfluous. 

XV. That the lord's ſupper be monthly adminiſtered iti 
each college, and every feilow, ſcholar, and ſtudent pre- 
ſent to communicate, 

XVI. That it ſhould be ordained by act of parliament, 
that in the beginning of every new parliament; there 
ſhall be nominated fix perſons by the houſe of lords, and 
fix by the houſe of commons, together with fix others 
by the king and his ſucceſſors, who with the two Arch- 
biſhops, the lord chancellor or keeper for the time be- 
ing, ſhall be commiſſioned under the great ſeal, as a 
ſtanding committee, to be curators of the ſaid univer- 
ſities, and from time to time, in the name of his ma- 
jeſty and his ſucceſſors, to viſit the ſaid univerſities, and 
to reform all exceſſes and defects; to receive all complaints 
and appeals, and to do all that belongs to the viſitatorial 
power; fo that thoſe places of education, may anſwer the 
end of their inſtitution. The ſaid commiſſioners to meet 
at the ſummons of the Archbiſhop of Canterburyz any 
ſeven of which, to have power-to act; and if any co]- 
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lege hath not ſtatutes already made for the government 
of it, the ſaid commiſſioners ſhall frame a body of ſtatutes 
for ſuch college, to paſs under the broad ſeal, by which the 


ſame ſhall be governed. 


XVII. That whenever it ſhall be neceſſary to viſit either 
univerſity, the ſame may be done by any three of the 
committee delegated from the reſt, to enquire into all 
defects; but no order, degree, or injunction ſhall be 
made therein, but by the whole comggittee ; and two of 
every college ſhall be then called by delegates, who 
ſhall upon oath anſwer to all ſuch artfcles as ſhall be pro- 
poſed. X 

XVIII. That no maſter or head of any college, in 
the univerſities, ſhall be abſent from his college or hall 
above two months at one time, or above three months 
at different times, in a year, on the penalty of avoiding 
his place. And where the maintenance of any heads of 
colleges or halls, is not of the value of three of the beſt 
fellowſhips in ſuch colieges or halls, it ſhall be made up 
to that value out of the revenues of the college or hall, 
before any dividend be made to the ſcholars or fellows. 

XIX. That for promoting the knowledge of the ori- 
ginal languages of the holy ſcriptures, no perſon after one 
year, ſhall in any exerciſe of divinity to be performed in 
the ſchools of either univerſity, quote any text from the old 
teſtament but in Hebrew, or from the new, but in Greek. 
XX. That no perſon be admitted into orders, but ſuch 
as are batchelor of arts, or of ſome ſuperior degree, except 
ſuch as have ſtudied in foreign univerſities the like time, 
and have made the like proficiency. | | | 

XXI. That no players or actors of interludes be per- 
mitted to come within either of the univergties, to act their 


plays. See the dean's life for the reſt. 
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REASONS for exchanging the 

 ATHANASlaN Creed, for the Apo- 
files, or the ancient Hitr0SOLYMI- 
TAN Creed, in the public Worſhip 
and the Articles of Religion. 


\ S the dectrine of the trinity is generally allowed by 
learned men, to be a preat myſtery, I dare not 
preſume to meddle with a ſubject of ſo ſublime and deli- 
cate a nature, For my preſent deſign is only to ſubmit 
it to the conſideration of thoſe who are in authority, whe- 
ther, as the Athana/ian creed has occaſioned much ſtrife 
and contention, and many uncharitable diſputes among 
chriſtians, it might not be an inſtance of great wiſdom, 
prudence, and charity in our governors, to have it omit- 
ted in our public worſhip, and in the articles of religion, 
and for the apo/tles or Hiereſolymitan creed, to be uſed in- 
ſtead thereof. The reaſons I would humbly offer for ex- 
changing the Athanaſian creed, for the apoſtles, or Hie- 
roſolymitan, are, /f. Becauſe many learned, orthodox, and 
good chriſtians of our church, both of the clergy and 
laity have been greatly diſſatisfied with it, on account 
of its metaphyſical! explication of the trinity, which all 
muſt admit to be incomprehenſible, For what finite Be- 
ing can comprehend the nature and eſſence of an infinite 
God? 24h, Becauſe the true faith will be equally ſecured 
and preſerved among us, by the uſe of either of the other 
creeds, both which contain the ſum and ſubſtance, or 
fundamental articles of the chriſtian faith, as I will endea- 
vour to prove by the beſt authorities. | 
In confirmation of my firſt reaſon for this exchange, 
I will produce the ſentiments of the judicious  Chilling- 
worth, who in a letter to Dr. Sheldon, afterwards Arch- 
biſhop of Canterbury, printed in his works, thus writes, 
©© The damning ſentences in St. Athanaſius's creed, as we 
are. made to ſubſcribe it, are moſt falſe, and in a high 
degree preſumptuous and ſchiſmatical ; and therefore I 
cannot ſubſcribe it, to be agreeable to the word of God, 
ſeeing I believe it to be repugnant thereto.” And this 
| 2 Was 
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was the principal reaſon, why that great and good man, 
did for ſome years refuſe to accept any preferments in the 
church, though often preſſed to it. YT 
The learned and orthodox biſhop Taylor, obſerves of the 
Athanu ſian creed, that *** if it were conſidered how many 
underſtand it not, how contrary to natural reaſon it ſeems, 
how little the ſcripture ſays of thoſe curioſities of expli- 
cation, and how tradition was not clear on his fide, for 
the article itſelf, much leſs for thoſe forms and minutes 
— it had not been amiſs if the final judgment had been 
left to Jeſus Chriſt — Indeed it ſeems to me, very hard 
to put uncharitableneſs into the creed, and ſo to make 
it become as an article of faith. Though, perhaps; this 
very thing was no faith of Athanaſius, if we may be- 
lieve Aquinas, and that it was preſcribed to others as a 
creed, was the act of the biſhops of Rome; nay, poſſi - 
bly, it was none of his, becauſe the creed was written 
originally in, Latin, which in all reaſon Athanaſius did 
not.” Dr. Nichols ſays, that Athanaſius was not the 
author of it .' And the learned Dr. Cudwerth aſſures 
us, that it was written a long time after by ſome other 
hand .' Nay, Dr. Waterland learnedly proves the ſame 
thing, in his critical hiſtory on that creed, ch. 8. and 
biſhop Burnet obſerves, ** that the creed aſcribed to Atha- 
naſius, as it was none of his, ſo it was never eſtabliſhed 
by any general council ||.” And ſays biſhop Taylor, 
ſpeaking of the Nicene creed, there are ſome wiſe per- 
ſons, who think the church had been more happy, if ſhe 
had not been in. ſome ſenſe conſtrained to alter the fim- 
plicity of her faith, and make it more curious and arti- 
Sulate .“ oc „ | 
The great and good Archbiſhop Tillotſon, in à letter to 
biſhop Burnet, on occaſion of his expoſition of the thirty- 
nine articles, in 1694. thus writes, The account gi- 
ven of Atbanaſius's creed, ſeems to me no way ſatisfacto- 
B. T wiſh we were well rid of it J.“ And the learned 
r. Cave informs us, that the difficulties in this creed, 
| have to many learned and conſiderate men, ſeemed very 
| great.“ 


Liberty of propheſ. p. 73, 74. 75. 

+ Note on 4than, creed in common prayer. 
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great ®,” The celebrated Mr. Hales alſo juſtly obſerves, 
that were all public forms of ſervice ſo framed, as that 
they admitted of no particular private opinions, but con- 
tained only ſuch things in which all chriſtians do agree, 
ſchiſms upon matter of opinion, would utterly vaniſh +.” 
And in our days, what diſputes hath this creed occaſion- 
ed, between Drs. Clark, Sykes, Mr. Fackſon, &c. and Dr. 

Waterland, and others. | 

And let me here recommend to conſideration the words 
of Dr. Bennet, in the Atbanaſian creed, ſays he, we do 
not declare, that the belief of every propoſition thereof 
is neceſſary to falvation. — What greater men has our 
church ever had, than Archbiſhop, Laud, Dr. Hammond, 
Biſhops Pearſon and Stillingfleet? Now all theſe, (the firſt 
in his conference with Fißber, the ſecond in his diſcourſe 
of fundamentals, the third in his book on the creed, and. 
the fourth in his rational account) have written their minds 
fully and clearly, as to this matter ; for with reſpect to 
the proceſſion of the Holy Ghoſt in particular, they have 
expreſſed themſelyes in a moſt ſatisfactory manner, in de- 
fence of the Greek church, and abundantly declared, that 
the belief of the proceſſion from the father and the ſon, 
which is afſerted in the Athanaſian creed, is not neceſ- 
ſary to ſalvation. Now this demonſtrates, that the be- 
lief of every propoſition of the Athanaſian creed, is not 
thought by our church to be neceſſary to ſalvation 1.“ 

If then the belief of every propoſition in the Athang- 
fian creed, is not thought by our church to be neceſſary 
to ſalvation, as theſe great divines affirmed ; why then 
ſhould this creed be made the terms of communion, and be- 
required to be believed upon the peril of damnation ? 
cially, as the 6th article of our religion aſſures us, that 
holy ſcripture containeth all things neceſlary to falvation 
ſo that whatſoever is not read therein, nor may be proved 
thereby, is not to be required of any man, that it ſhould 
be believed as an article of the faith, or be thought re- 
quiſite and neceſſary to ſalvation.” And Archbiſhop Syng 
well obſerves, ** that no doctrine is to be impoſed, either 
to be believed or put in practice, as neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, beſides what has been taught as ſuch by Jeſus Chriſt 
or his apoſtles l. I therefore from hence infer, that what- 


ever 


» Hiſt. literar. p. 146. + TraQ, 182, 183. 
t Paraphraſe on common prayer, p. 271, 277. 
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ever creed contains articles which are not neceſſary to 
ſalvation, ought not to be required of any man to be be- 
lieved, as an article of faith; becauſe nothing ought to 
be required of any man to be believed as an article of 
faith, but what is neceſſary to ſalvation. But the Atha- 
755 creed does contain propoſitions, not neceſſary to 
ſalvation. The Athanaſian creed therefore ought not to 
be el to be believed as an article of faith.” 

And yet I think it highly neceſſary, that a creed which 
does contain all ſuch articles, the belief whereof are eſ- 
ſential and neceflary to ſalvation, ſhould be required, and 
made the terms of church communion, and which is that 
only juſt and true teſt, that in the nature of the thing 
can do real ſervice to the chriſtian faith. 

And that the exchanging the Athana/ian ered, for the 
apoſilis, or Hieroſolymitan creed, will not be ſacrificing the 
truths of chriſtianity, to the peace of chriſtians, nor yet 
giving up the honour of God for the ſake of unity, will 
appear from my ' ſecond reaſon, for ſuch an exchange, 
namely, berauſe the apo/tles, and Hieroſelymitan creeds, one 
of which is recommended to be uſed inſtead of the other, 
do contain the chief and fundamental articles of the chri- 
ſtian faith. If this be fully proved of the apoſtles, that 
will be ſufficient; becauſe the other, is yet more explicit, 
full and comprehenſive. 

The ancients abound in their encomiums on the 
files creed, St. Auſtin calls it, the perfection of believers, 
by which the bond of infidelity is diſſolved, the gate of 


| life is opened, and the glory of faith is ſhewn. — What- 


ſoever is prefigured in the patriarchs, declared in the ſcrip- 
tures, or foretold in the prophets, concerning the bleſſed 
trinity, and the myſtery of our ſaviour? s incarnation, 
death and crucifixion, is contained in it.” 7. Caſſian 
lays, ** the creed comprehends in few words, the faith 
of both teſtaments, and the ſenſe of the whole ſcrip- 
tures.” Maximus Taurinenſis calls it, “a ſymbol, by the 
ſign of which, the faithful are ſeparated from the unbe- 
heving 3 whoſe truth makes every believer of it a chri- 
ſtian. ? It is called by Ireneus, Tertullian, Novatian, 
and Ferom, the rule of faith *.“ 

And as to our modern divines, Mr. Chillingworth ſays, 
That the apoſiles creed contains all thoſe points of be- 
lief, which were by God's command, of neceflity to be 

preache d 
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preached to all, and believed by all. — Both ancient and 
modern doQtors plainly ſay, that all points of faith ne- 
ceſſary to be particularly believed, are explicitly contain- 
ed in the creed; for which he produces ſeveral autho- 
rities, and then concludes, ©* I believe that the apoſtles 
creed, is a perfect ſummary of the fundamentals of the 
chriſtian faith *,* Biſhop Pearſon ſays, ** that the creed, 
without controverſy, is a brief comprehenſion of the ob - 
jects of our chriſtian faith, and is generally taken to con- 
tain all things neceſſary to be believed . Biſhop Taylor 
informs us, that the apoſtles, or the holy men their 
contempories and diſciples, compoſed a creed, to be a 
rule of faith to all chriſtians; — which creed, unleſs it 
had contained all the true objects of faith, and the foun- 
dation of religion, to what purpoſe could it ſerve? and 
that it was ſo eſteemed by the whole church of God, 
in all ages, appears in this; that ſince faith is a neceſſary 
prediſpoſition to baptiſm, in all perſons capable of the 
uſe of reaſon, all catechumens in the Latin church coming 
to baptiſm, were interrogated concerning their faith, and 
gave ſatisfaction in the recitation of this creed. But if 
more were neceſſary than the articles of the creed, why 
was it made the charaCteriſtic note of a chriſtian, from 
an heretic, a Jew, or an infidel ? Or, to what purpoſe was 
it compoſed? — And if this was ſufficient to bring men 
to heaven then, why not now ? If the apoſtles admitted 
all to their communion that believed this creed, why ſhall 
we exclude any that preſerve the ſame entire ? Why is 
not our faith of theſe articles, of as much efficacy, for 
bringing us to heaven, as it was in the churches apoſto- 
lical? — Can any man fay and juſtify, that the apoſtles 
did deny communion to any man, that believed the apo- 
files creed, and lived a good life? And dare any man tax 
that proceeding of remiſſneſs and indifferency in religion? r 
The church of England alſo expreſsly declares the ſame 
truth. For ſhe requires in the catechiſm, that all her 
members ſhould believe ALL the articles of the chriſtian 
faith, which articles of their belief, are immediately ad- 
ded, in the words of the apoſtles creed; a moſt evident de- 
monſtration, that our church believes this creed, to con- 
tain all the articles of the chriſtian faith, and it is ob- 


ſervable 


Religion of proteſtants, p. 156, 157, 158. 
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ſervable that ſhe requires no other confeſſion of faith, either 
in the office of baptiſm for #Jult perſons, or in the viſita- 
tion of the ſick; and we ſhall find, that ſeveral learned 
expoſitors on the church catechiſm, are of the fame ſen- 
timent, with reſpect to the apoj?les creed. 

Archbiſhop Wake thus expreſſes himſelf, * For the ſake 
of thoſe who want ability to read, or capacity to judge what 
is moſt neceſlary in point of faith, to be know n and profeſſed 
by them; the church hath from the beginning, collected 
it into a ſhort ſummary; and what that ſummary is, which 
comprehends the moſt neceſſary articles of our Chriſtian 
faith, is, commonly called the apoſtles creed; not, (lays 
his grace) that the apoſtles themſelves compoſed it, at 
leaſt not in the very form in which we now have it 
but becauſe it ſeems to come the neareſt of any to the 
apoftles time, and does with the greateſt ſimplicity of ex- 
preſſion, comprehend a ſhort ſummary of the apoſtles doc- 
trine. To the like purpoſe, writes Biſhop Beveridge, 
eln the creed, are all the fundamental articles of the 
chriſtian faith, briefly contained.” + Dr. Hole on the 
church catechiſm, p. 102. obſerves ©** That by the articles 
of the chriſtian faith are meant, the prime and fundamental 
truths of revelation, neceſſary to be known in order to ſal- 
vation. — Which weighty and ſubſtantial truths, the know- 
ledge whereof is neceſſary to the happineſs of our ſouls, 
being diſperſed up and down in the goſpel, are briefly 
ſummed up, in that excellent ſummary the apo/tles creed.” 
The learned Mr. Oflervald aſſures us, that the apo/tles 
creed, is a collection and abridgment of the principal ar- 
ticles of the chriſtian faith; and where we find thoſe 
things that chriſtians ought to believe f. And ſays Dr. 
Bennet, That creed which is commonly called the apo- 
Ales creed, or ſummary of that doctrine which was always 
profeſſed by the members of the chriſtian church, is ne- 
ceſſary for every perſon to believe, becauſe the articles 
thereof do contain all the principal points of the faith, 
upon which, as upon a foundation, a religious practice is 
built |.” And my lord King, in his critical hiſtory of the 
creed, p. 43. calls.it, ** the ſtandard and baſis of the 
chriſtian faith.“ 

Dr, 
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Dr. Bundy obſerves, * that the rule our church di- 
refs us to follow, is to ſearch the ſcriptures, to ſee whe- 
ther things are as they are repreſented, and that. moſt 
eſpecially with regard to the articles of our chriſtian be- 
lief, which are only ſo far to be deemed neceſſary to all 
chriſtians, as they are built upon the authority of the 
word of God. chief of theſe Articles are here put 
together in what is called the apoſtles creed. | 4: 

Though this creed was not wrote by the apoſtles, 
yet it may very ptoperly be called the apofles creed, as con- 
taining thi ſum and ſubſtance of the apoſiles doctrine; as 

wing us, in very, few words, the chief and the -moſt 
important of thoſe things, which the apoſtles have taught 
the world in the ſcriptures ; and it is by their agreement 
or diſagreement, with thoſe fcriptures, that the truth of 
them is to be tried, and not by the vain reaſonings and 
conjectures of men; their authority depends not on the. 
uncertain inference and deductions of human reaſon, but 
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upon the flute word of God“ 
My! next and laſt authority, ſhall be archbiſhop Synge, 
who thus writes, T No chriſtian church, that is, or 
eyer was upon earth, (including even the church of Rome 
itſelf) has ever, chat I can find, required any larger pro- 
feſſion from thoſe whom ſhe admitted into her ſociety 
by baptiſm, but only to renounce all fin and wickedneſs, 
to own the belief of the chriſtian faith, as it is expreſs- 
ed in the creed, commonly called the apofles creed, and 
to promiſe and vow obedience to all 's command- ; 
ments.—And nothing more ought to be required from 
ariy man, in order to his continuing a member of the 
church, into which he has, on the ſole condition of this 
ſame profeſſion, been admitted, but only an honeſt and 
fincere-performance of all that he has thus profeſſed, and 
conſequently, that nothing beyond this in chriſtianity, is 
to be looked upon as fundamental. I grant, indeed, that 
in the apoftles creed, as we now have it, there is ſome- 
thing that is not fundamental, and of which a man may 
be ignorant, and yet a ſound and ſincere member of the | 
chriſtian church. Thus, if an unlearned man ſhould not y 
know or remember, that the name of the Roman gover- 
nor, under whom our blefſed ſaviour ſuffered, was Pon- 
tius Pilate; he may yet be _— the worſe chriſtian. To 


which " 
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which ſome add, the article of Chriff's deſcent into hell; 
about the meaning of which there has been ſo much con- 
troverſy among learned men. But all that I now con- 
tend for, is, that in the judgment of all chriſtian churches, 
(I mean, if they will be impartial, and conſiſtent with 
themſelves) nothing more in chriſtianity is to be looked up- 
on as fundamental, nothing more is abſolutely neceſſary to 
qualify a man to be a member of the chriſtian church, and 
to be admitted thereunto by baptiſm, but only honeſtly 
and ſincerely to confeſs his faith in the words of the apo- 
files creed, to renounce all manner of fin and wickedneſs, 
and to promiſe and vow obedience to all God's com- 
mandments.—And that this is the judgment of the whole 
church, touching the number of the fundamentals of chri- 
ſtian religion, may plainly be gathered, from the terms 
and conditions, upon which He every where, admits adult 
perſons into ber ſociety by baptiſm.” NE Oe: 
And if no © larger profeſſion is required by our church 
from adult perſons when baptized, than to own the be- 
lief of the chriſtian faith, as it is expreſſed in the preſent 
creed, called the apoſtles, becauſe it contains the funda- 
mentals of chriſtianity ;'” can any good reaſon be aſſign- 
ed, why the ſame creed ſhould not be of itſelf ſufficient, 
for every member of the church. to make uſe of in pub- 
lic worſhip, or to ſubſcribe, as the confeſſion of his chri- 
ſian faith Since I hope enough has been produced from 
ſome of the beſt authorities, to prove, that. it contains 
the neceſſary articles of the chriſtian fach, and therefore 
might very properly be uſed in the room of the creed 
called the Athanaſian. But ſhould not the apoſtles creed 
be yet thought ſufficient, I would then beg leave to recom- 
mend inſtead of that, the Hiergſolymitan creed, which is 
ſtill more full and explicit, and has greater antiquity on 

its ſide than the Nicene, or Conſtantinopolitan;. . .. 
The Hieroſclymitan creed being, perhaps unknown to 
many, I have printed it at the end of this appendix, as 
it appears in Mr. Nelſon's life. of Biſhop Bull, and ſhall 
here add the account given by that gentleman, of what 
the learned biſhop had obſerved. on this creed *. Mr. 
_ Nelſon informs us, that the biſhop in his tract entitled, 
Fudlicium Eecleſiæ cathlice,, wiiting on this creed, demon · 
firates, “that in the creed or rule of faith, which ob- 
tained in the moſt ancient churches of the eaff, before. 
a ** ” "ob 
* Nel/on's life of But, 7.378 to. 381. 8 
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the firſt council of Nice, the divine eternal generation, 
or moſt peculiar manner of the ſonſhip of our bleſſed 
ſaviaur, is delivered and declared. And ſays Mr. Nel- 
ſon, he diſcourſed with abundance of learning upon the 
old oriental rule of faith, or the moſt ancient creed that 
is extant of the Fewihh chriſtians, being the Hierofolymi- 
fan creed, which in the earlieſt and pureſt ages of the 
church, was explained by the catechiſts in their cateche- 
tical lectures, through the churches of Paliſtine and the 
eaſt, as appeareth from the practice of St. Cyril, when he 
was a cateThiſt in the church of Feru/alem, whereof he 
was created afterwards biſhop, at, or about the middle 
of the fourth century ; and as is alſo confirmed, by the 
confeſſion and teſtimony of another biſhop out of Paleſtine, 
when fitting in the Council of Nice, even no leſs a man 
than the celebrated Euſebius of Cæſarea, who hath tran- 
ſcribed the very words of the Hiereſolymitan creed, touch - 
ing the article of the ſon of God, in the profeſſion of 
his faith, delivered in unto the fathers of that council, 
(one ſmall variation admitted into their ſymbol only ex- 
cepted) according to what he had been inftrufted, when 
a catechumen of that church of apoſtolical foundation. 
The antiquity of this creed is here juſtified by moſt ſolid 
arguments; and the catechetical expoſition, which gene- 
rally paſſeth under the name of St. Cyril, is vindicated to 
be his, from the objections, which ſome critics Mve raiſed 
againſt it; each particular of it is examined, and upon a 
moſt careful examination, both the whole, and all the 
parts thereof, are found to be agreeable to the ancient 
creeds and confeſſions, before the general councils of Nice 
and Conſtantinople.” Again, ſays Mr. Nelſon, 

« This is the creed expounded by that antient biſhop 
of Jeruſalem, and defended by Dr. Bull, to be more an- 
cient than thoſe creeds from which ſome pretend that it 
was borrowed ; yea, atteſted to by the very Arians them- 
ſelves, as he hath ſhewn by ſeveral of their own con- 
| feffions ; and by their very appeals to evangelical and apo- 
ſolical tradition; whence he aptly concludes them to be 
ſelf-condemned, by what they themſelves have owned to 
have been delivered down to them, from the beginning. 
And it is obſervable here, that as the church of Feru- 
ſelem was without controverſy, the. moſt ancient of all 
the oriental churches; and the common creed of that 
church prohably not —_— ancient: ſo the Ariazs, 
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25 coming out from among the oriental chriſtians, did 
generally frame all their confeſſions of faith, as near 
to. that rule of faith, which, had been received in their 
churches from the beginning, as they could; and con- 
ſequently to that of Jeruſalem, as did Euſebius, when he 
was thought too much to fayour that fide. Now upon 
the whole matter this is the concluſion, that ſince it is 
agreed upon by the Arians and Catholicks, that by the 
rule of faith delivered to the churches at the beginning, 
all were bound, to believe in the only begotten ſon 
of God, begatten of God the father before all worlds, 
very God {or perfect God] by- whom all things were 
made; there can be no other difficulty remaining, but 
to know which ſide doth beſt interpret this rule, that 
is, moſt agreeably to the obvious ſenſe of the words, and 
the received interpretation of the church. And he hath 
made it very manifeſt, that only the catholick did hold 
the genuine ſenſe of this rule, by believing the ſon to 
be of the ſame nature and eſſence with the father, moſt 
truly God; and that the Arians were very wide from 
the truth,s by conceiving him to be a creature, and 
made out of nothing, and ſono other than a vicariaus God, 
or a ſecond and inferior God.“ 

Permit me then to aſk, why a creed, which is ſo an- 
cient, ſo full and comprehenſive, ſo clearly expreſſive of 
the divinity of our bleſſed ſaviour, and defended with ſo 
much ſolid reaſon, by the learned and orthodax Biſhop 
Bull, and which I apprehend would meet with the con- 
current approbation oj all judicious good chriſtians; I ſay, 
why ſhould not this creed, if not the apoſtles, be uſed 
in our church, inſtead of the Athanaſian creed, which has 
been liable to ſo many objections, and ever will be, was 
it only for the uncharitableneſs therein expreſſed. As to 
the Nicene creed, it is ſo near to this of the Hieroſoly- 
mitan creed, that I think who ever truly believes the one, 
muſt alſo the other, the difference between them being 
ſo immaterial. However, 

The learned and pious Biſhop Beveridge's obſervation 
on the Nicene creed, deſerves notice, 1 ſhall not, ſays 
he, take this creed to pieces here, but only ſhew in ge- 
neral, what eſteem the fathers of old had of it. And here 
I might firſt ſhew, how there were abpve three hundred 
fathers at one time in the council of Nice, that did 
then unanimouſly ſubſcribe unto it, among whom Atha- 
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ſius himſelf was one; who hath left his own judgment 
in particular upon it, in his writings, ſaying thus; let the 
things which were confeſſed by the Nicene Council prevail, 
for they are right, and ſufficient to overturn all the moſt 
wicked ng; but eſpecially the Arian, that blaſphemes the 
word of God, and ſo neceſſarily ſpeaketh evil of the Holy 
Ghoft *.” And ſays Barclay in his perſuaſive to the people 
of Scotland, p. 114. The Nicene creed has been always 
thought the beſt teſt againſt Arianſm, Macedenianiſm, 
&fc, of old, and Socinianiſin of late, of any confeſſion of 
faith, that has beer uſed in the church.“ 

If then the Nicene creed was judged by three hundred 
and eighteen bifhops, a teſt full and pertinent to ſecure 
the chriſtian faith, at a time when it was moſt furiouſly 
attacked by the Arian hereſy ; and that Athanaſius him- * 

ſelf declares, ** that creed to be ſufficient to overturn 
the moſt wicked hereſies, eſpecially the Arian;” What 
good reaſon can be aſſigned, why the Athanaſian creed, 
which is ſo much diſliked by many learned and judici- 
ous men, ſhould not be exchanged for the Nicene, 
if the other two are not ſatisfaftory, both in our pub- 
lic ſervice and fubſeriptions; more eſpecially as that creed 


never made by Athanaſius, and therefore cannot de- 
- mand 


any immediate regard on account of the author ? 

It cannot be amiſs here to remark, as being worthy 
of notice, that in the Nicenz- creed, the word God is 
uſed in two different fenſes, and only once fignifying the 
one ſupreme God; as ſuch, he is there deſcribed to be, 
one God the father almighty, maker of heaven and 
earth, and of all things viſible and inviſible.” But the 
teim God when applied to our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, is uſed 
in a very different ſenſe ; he being there called, God 
of God, very God of very God, begotten not made, to 
diſtinguiſh him from, the father almighty, who is the only 
one ſupreme, ſelf- exiſtent God. TheHoly Ghoſt, though 
partaking of the divine nature, is not once ſtiled God in 
the Nicene creed, but only the lord and giver of life. Theſe 
-were plainly the ſentiments of above three hundred biſhops 
aſſembled at Nice in the Year 325, as allo of thoſe who 
met at Conflantinople in 38 1, both which councils were held 
on purpoſe to explain and confirm the orthodox dectrine 
of the trinity, and with a more immediate view to fſe- 
cure the ſame againſt the Arian hereſy. Enough, I hope, 

has 
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Has been urged to prove, that either the Apo/tles, the Hie- 
rofolymitan, or the Nicene crce1, is ſufficient for this purpole; 
without the uſe of the Athanaſſan. | 
But in order to recommend. a temper of moderation 
and chriſtian charity, in a concern. of this abſtruſe and- 
difficult nature, I beg leave to propoſe to. the confide- 
ration of every ſerious chriſtian, the words of a very learn- 
ed and judicious divine. : eq 
* The plum-line of human reaſon is too ſhort to 
fathom the unſearchable abyſs of the divine nature, We 
may indeed, by the diſquiſitions of reaſon ſpell out this 
truth from the book of nature, that there is a God, and 
that this firſt and moſt perfegt Being muft be the ſource 
and fountain of all thoſe perfections, which are derived 
down to his creatures; but what thoſe eſſential proper - 
ties which conſtitute the divine nature, are, we can by 
no other means learn with certainty, than by revelation. 
For as theſe perfections in God are infinite, they muſt 
needs tranſcend our finite capacities. And it may be 
queſtioned, which of the two implies the greateſt abſur- 
. dity, that there ſhould be no God at all; or that there 
ſhould be ſuch a ſupreme Being, as might be com pre- 
hended by his creatures. Unity is a perfection, which 
natural. reaſon, as well as revelation, informs us, belongs 
to the deity ; but that there are three perſons in the 
Godhead, and that theſe three perſons are but one God, 
could never have entered into the mind of man, if it had 
not been revealed from above.” . 
„The manner how theſe three are one, or this one 
is three, is not explained to us in the holy writ ; either 
becauſe it was not neceſſary for us to know it, or be- 
cauſe We were not capable of comprehending it. Our 
reaſon itſelf teaches us, that a point of this nature is be- 
yond its reach, and points out to us a way, by which 
we muſt come to the knowledge of the truth ; that thoſe 
divine oracles teſtify of God the father, ſon, .and Holy 
Ghoſt, and unfold. to us, as much of theſe myſterious 
truths, as are neceſiary for us to know, in order to ob- 
tain eternal ſalvation; and he that endeavours to taſte 
this tree of knowledge, and to know more than God 
has been pleaſed to reveal to him, may, perhaps, fancy 
himſelf more enlightened, and the eye of his mind opened 
wider 
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wider than before; but it will be only to diſcern the 
evil, and not the good .. | 
„ The whole ceconomy of man's falvation by Feſus 

Chriſt, turns upon this article, that God the father gave 
his only begotten ſon to die for us, and that he with 
the ſon ſent the holy ſpirit, to enable us to cloſe with 
theſe terms, which he has made neceſſary, in order to 
receive the benefit of the ſecond covenant, and to obtain 
the pardon and forgiveneſs of our fins, and to walk in 
the way of his commandments. We can never underſtand 
the myſtery of godlineſs, God manifeſt in the fleſh, with- 
out the previous knowledge of the myſtery of the tri- 
nity. For, how can we conceive the ſatisfaction of our 
ſaviour, without knowing that he was God as well as 
man; or receive any benefit by his mediatorial office, 
witbout looking upon him who was crucified, as able to 
ſave to the uttermoſt, all thoſe who come unto him ? 
how can we underſtand the unction of the Holy Ghoſt, 
without conſidering him as a perſon diftin& from the fa- 
ther and ſon? or receive the benefits of his miſſion, un- 
leſs we believe, that he is different from thoſe vrho ſend 
him? ſo neceſſary is it to believe the doctrine of the 
trinity, in order to come to the knowledge of the means 
and methods of our ſalvation by 7%, Chri/t. But yet 
it is not neceſſary, that we ſhould comprehend the man- 
ner, how this one is three, or theſe three are one. We 
do not find this revealed in the leaves of the holy bible, 
becauſe it is not neceſſary to be known, and has ver 
little influence on our lives and converſations. Theſe 
are rather ſome of thoſe curious queſtions which min- 
fler to the gendering of ſtrife; and therefore no won- 
der the holy ſcriptures are filent in this matter f.“ 
One reaſon why learned men err fo much in their 
explications of this article of our faith, is, becauſe they 
make uſe of ſchool terms and diſtinctions, without fix- 
ing any ſettled and determined notion to them.,—Bat 
it is certainly a very great abuſe of reaſon, under the 
pretence of philoſophy, to introduce ſuch terms into divi- 
nity as are not intelligible, and ſuch diſtinctions as have 
no diſcernable difference; to make uſe of them in 
explaining ..the myfleries of religion, and defending 
thoſe paradoxes which they themſelves have formed, 
to be a ſure ſhelter and place of retreat, when they 


are 
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are preſſed by an atgument, under the umbrage of 
which they may conceal their own igharance ; ſo that 
though they bave nothing 10 reply, yet they will have 
hue ſoncthing ts ſex. *. When the .oly ſcripture 
has runght us, that there is ane God, and that there 
are three divine perſons, in the Godbead, and has gi- 
ven us only a diſtant view of this myſtery, without ex- 
plaining it to us; how vain and fooliſh is it then for 
men to endeavour to explain, either by the rules of rea- 
ſon, or terms of art, what they confeſs they cannot com- 
prehend, or form any diſtinct notion of? would it not 
de much better, to jay our mouths in the duſt, to .ac- 
knowledge our ignorance, and to make our uſeleſs and 
unprofitable curioſity, give place to admiration. and de- 
— a 7 eons 0 . 
Another reaſon why learned men err ſo much about 
this article of faith, is, becauſe they are ſo intent upon 
one part of the, queſtion, that they do not ſyfficiently 
conſider the other; and whilft they are ſolicitouſly care- 
ful to avoid one abſurdity, they fall into the contrary 
extreme. Thus ſome writers are ſo intent to preſerve 
a trinity of perſons, and a real difference between them, 
that they frame an hypotheſis, which is altogether; in- 
conſiſtent · wich the divine unity; whilft, others are ſo 
careful to fix the, notion of the unity of the Godbead, 
that they utterly evacuate the notion of the trinity. 
Were both theſe more cool in their irſuits, and more 
moderate in their cenſures, they .woul, nd, that the 
chief ſubject of their diſpute, is agreed on all hands, and 
that it is the modus, or manner alone, which is contro- 
verted. The firſt is neceſſary to be believed, becauſe 
plainly revealed; the other not ſo, becauſe left undeter- 
mined in the holy ſcripture ., And yet, there js 
nothing more common than, when men diſpute concern- 
ing. this article of our faith, the trinity in unity, to make 
uſe of hard names, inſtead of arguments, and to load 
one another with ſuch odious imputations, as no one 
would willingly have laid upon himſelf; and from hence 
have proceeded the greaàteſt diviſions and animoſities, that 
ever peſtered the church.” PE e 85 

We may obſerve, that the chriſtian religion obliges 
us to believe nothing, that is not conformable to the 


dictates 
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llictates of right reaſon. Its myſteries are indeed above 
feaſon, but not contrary, or contradictory to it; and it 
is highly rational, to hearken to the voice of revelation, 

in ſuch points, as reaſon itſelf tells us, are beyond its 
reach. How much then are thoſe perſons to blame, wha 
ſet up faith in oppoſition to reaſon ; whoſe whole bu- 
fineſs is to declaim againſt reaſon, to amplify its frailty, 
to encteaſe its erfors, and expoſe its inability to direct 
us in the right way, that hereby they may perſuade us, 
to give up our reaſon to our faith; that is, to whatſo- 
Ever they ſhall pleaſe to impoſe upon us; little conſider- 
ing, that he who vilifies reaſon, doth what in him lies, 
to undermine that foundation upon which faith itſelf is 
built. Faith and reaſon therefore are, not oppoſite to, 
but mutually help and affiſt each other; and that faith, 
Which is not built upon a reaſonable foundation, is indeed 
88 and confidence, but very improperly called 
aith “.“ 

Let us then learn to be candid and charitable, and 
to avoid all hard cenſuring and fierce contention about 
theſe matters, and eſpecially the impoſing upon others ſuch 
articles of faith, as are not expreſsly revealed in the holy 
ſcriptures. It is evident, there is nothing we are more 
at a loſs in, than to explain the doctrine of the trinity 
in unity; and yet there is no point which has been con- 
troverted with more unchriftian zeal, and unwarrant- 
able contention, both in the primitive and more mo- 
dern times: which ſeems to proceed chiefly from hence; 
becauſe pious and learned men, are apt to be too fond 
of the iſſue of their own brain, and therefore endeavour 
to impoſe them as legitimate upon others, and oblige 
them to follow what they themſelves do not underſtand, 
hor can give any clear or plain explication of; which 
would be in a great meaſure prevented, by the obſerva- 
tion of this plain rule: to hold faſt what is clearly re- 
vealed in the holy ſcripture, . and mutually to forbear one 
another, as to thoſe points which are obfcure and diffi- 
cult to be underſtood. For God is not fo hard a taſk- 
maſter to us, as we are to one another; he has made 
the moſt uſeful truths, the moſt plain and intelligible ; 
and thoſe which are not ſo, are leſs neceſſary io be 
believed. And 1s it not highy unreaſonable, that when 
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God has been ſo kind to us, we ſhould be ſo inexorable, 
to one another *.“ 
And with the ſame view to peace, I beg leave to pro- 
duce the obſervation of Biſhop Stillingfleet, ** ſince both 
ſides yield, that the matter they diſpute about, is above 
their reach, the wiſeſt courſe they can take, is to aſſert 
and defend what is revealed, and not to be peremptory 
and quarrelſome about that which is acknowledged to bg 
above our comprehenſion ; I mean, as to the manner how 
the three perſons partake of the divine nature +.” 
To this I will add the words of our learned Biſhop 
Bull, who informs us, That in the firſt and beſt ages, 
the church of Chriſt directed ALL their prayers, accord- 
ing to the ſcripture, to God only, through the alone. me- 
diaticn of Jeſus Chriſt 1.“ Indeed, moſt of the prayers 
in the liturgy of the church of England are ſo directed. 
And why not all? why ſhould not we follow the exam- 
ple of the primitive chriſtians, in the firſt and beſt ages 
of the church? Or, is there any reaſon, that ſuch as con- 
tend for this, ſhould be branded with a name of in- 
famy? I conclude, with ſubmitting theſe reaſons offered 
by me, and the following queries, to the ſerious con- 
ſideration of all impartial, good chriſtians, who would 
'be glad to find out truth, and then to embrace it, My 
Queries are, ä 
Whether he who believes in God the father, ſon and 
holy ſpirit, and offers up his prayers to almighty God, 
for the grace of his holy ſpirit, and the pardon of his fins, 
through the alone mediation and interceſſion of Feſus 
Chriſt cur lord, can with any truth and reaſon be called an 
Arian, and no chriſtian ; only becauſe he cannot believe 
all the articles of the Athanafian creed, though he does 
thoſe of the Apaſtles, and Nicene? or, whether ſuch an 
one be really more heterodox, than he, who believes in 
three ſupreme, ſelf-exiſting Gods? becauſe this laſt ſeems 
to be idolatry, unleſs words, when applied to the trinity, 
loſe their uſual meaning. And whether the belief of the 
- firſt is not plainly agreeable to reaſon, ſcripture, and primitive 
practice ; and the other contrary, both to natural and re- 
vealed religion, and the faith of the firſt and beſt ages ? 
| The 
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+ Stillmgfledt's vind. of trinity, pref. p. 44. 
+ Auiwer to Bp. of Meanx Queries, p. 295. 
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The HIER0S0LYMITAN Creed, 


Believe in one God, the father almighty, maker 

of heaven and earth, and of all things vil 

and inviſible ; and in one lozd Jeſus Chritk. 
the lon of God, only begotten, bozn of the father 
before all wozlds, true God, by whom all things 
were made; incarnate and made man, crucſfep and 
buried; but who 2oſe again kzom the dead on the 
third day, and aſcended into heaven, and Citteth on 
the right hand of the father : and who ſhall come to 
judge the living and the dead, of whoſe kingdom there 
ſhall be no end: and in the Yoly Ghoſt the com- 
fozter, who hath ſpoken by the pꝛophets: and in the 
baptiſm of repentance, fo2 the fo2giveneſs of uns: 
and in one holy catholic church: and in the relurrec⸗ 
tion of the fleſh ; and in the life everlaſting. Aen. 


Nel ſin's Life of Bp. Ball, p. 381. 


The #wo following Trafis, with the Addreſi, contain thi 


Subſtance of what hath been offered in Favour of a Res 
view; and may be had of R. GRIFFITHs at the 
Dunciad in St. Paul's Church-Y ard. 


1. 1 Expediency and Neceſſity of reviſing and 


improving the PuBLick LIT uR GY, humbly 
repreſented : Being the Subſtance of an Eſſay for a Re- 
view of the Book of Common-Prayer, fo far as relates 
to that Point: with a Specimen of a new Liturgy, To 


which is annexed, A Letter in favour of a Review; by 


a Clergyman, Alſo, A Method propoſed to prevent Diſ- 
affection to the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and the Encreaſe 
of Popery in theſe Kingdoms. Price 2 5. 


II. Reaſons humbly offered for compoſing a new Set 
of ARTICLES OF REL1G1ON; it appearing from the 
Writings of our moſt eminent Divines, that the preſent 
do not prevent a Diverſity of Opinions, but may be ſub⸗ 
ſcribed by Perſons of very different Sentiments; and 
therefore can be no Security to Religion in general, nor 
to the Church of England in particular, With Thirty- 
One Articles of Religion, propoled as a Specimen fot 
Improvement. Price 1s. 64. 


Theſe Three Tracts may be had bound together, and 
lettered, Price 6s, | 


